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This was the noblest Roman of them all. 
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*« She was his life ; 
The ocean to the river of his thoughts 
Which terminated alL" 



Second series. 



• • 



• • • • 

• • • • 

•• • • 






n 



Sv^ 



• • • 



GREENVILLE, S. C: 
Shannon ft Co., P&intb&s, .., 

loQO* •••• ••••• ml 



• • • 
• •• • • 



• ••• :•• • 



• ••• •• • • <* • <*<* 



THE NEW YORK 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

323650 /V 

ASTOR, LENOX AND 
TILDEN FOUNDATIONS 
R *927 I* 




DEDICA TED 



TO OUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN 

WITH THE PRAYER THAT THEY 

MA Y FOLLOW THE NOBLE EXAMPLE 

OF THE PARENT 



WHO LOVED THEM SO FONDLY. 



'* His immortal part with angels live." 
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PREFACE. 



" I think we had the chief all love's joys, 
Only in knowing that we loved each other." 

In Governor Perry's letters to his wife, he expressed 
the wish that his letters would be read with interest and 
profit in after years by his children, and in his Journal 
wrote that his Letters he hoped would be read one hun- 
dred years hence by his descendants. The paper on 
which he then wrote is crumbling and the ink fading. In 
order to carry out his wish his wife has had these letters 
printed to preserve them in durable form for our 
children. But inasmuch as they delineate the beautiful 
domestic character of their father, she is sure others will 
also r.ead them with pleasure — these simple effusions of 
his heart — 'and appreciate Governor Perry's character 
more highly than ever. They will learn that his private 
virtues shown as brightly in his home as his public char- 
acteristics were resplendent before the world. They will 
realize that the devotion of his wife to his memory has 
not been shown in the least proportion to his deserts, 
and cannot be if she lives far beyond the allotted age of 
man. He merits all the love devotion, admiration and 
veneration a wife can give the noblest Husband, Father 
and Patriot that ever lived. 

" My love shall be a crown of glory to thy brow, 
And not a feeble hindrance in thy path." 



KoTE. — Other letters will be published as opportunity offers. 
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" To that dauntless temper of his mind ; 
He hath a wisdom that doth guide his valour 
To act safely." 
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(From Judfl^e John M. Lea, President of the Historical Society of) 
Nashville, and formerly Jnd|ce of the Supreme Court 

of Tennessee.) 

Nashville, January 5, 1890. 
Mrs. B. F. Perry, 

Dear Madame : I acknowledge with many thanks the re- 
ceipt of the '* Letters of my Father to my Mother," and I 
assure you the reading of it has not only afforded pleasure, 
but confirmed the impression I have always entertained of 
the dignity, worth and excellence of human nature. There is 
certainly a spark of divinity in man. These letters were 
written with no view to publicity— the utterances were in the 
recesses of private confidence— and yet there is not a line 
that the author would be ajghamed for the whole world to 
read. This fact shows character. You say I admire your 
husband— indeed I do. He was pure in private as in public 
life. He was no actor. To high intellectual qualities, litera- 
ry acquirements, professional standing and fervid patriotism 
were added the gentle graces which mark the great man and 7'^^ 
the Christian, of which these letters are an evidence. Again 
I thank you, and let me express my admiration for the devo- 
tion which you pay to the memory of so good a husband 
and so great a man. 

I have looked through the pages of the** Southern Literary 
Messenger." I found a copy at the Vanderbilt University, 
and I am obliged to you ; but the little poem of which I am 
in search was not printed in that magazine. I fear it is a lost 
treasure. 

I have been ill for some days— scarcely able to hold the pen 
now— else I should sooner have replied. 

Accept our congratulations of the season and best wishes 
for your health and happiness. 

Very sincerely, your friend, 

John M. Lea. 



Nashville, Jan. 7th, 1890. 

Dear Madame : I wrote to you the day before yesterday 
and have now the pleasure to a;Cknowledge the receipt of your 
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letter of the 3d inst., which wajs received yesterday afternoon. 
I have derived much pleasure from reading the letters, and 
Mrs. Lea, who hajs the book now in her hands, is equally 
charmed, and does me the honor to say they remind her of 
the letters she received from me, only that my letters were not 
so full of expressions of love. I tell her that she has forgot- 
ten what I did write. To some of my intimate friends, I shall 
hand the volumefor perusal, by whom, I know, their excellence 
will be appreciated. The letters written after marriage show 
the true, good, affectionate husband. I have not seen in any 
letter a word or a sentence that required suppression. 

The photograph and the picture of "Sans Souci" will orna- 
ment the walls of our house, alongside of those we love, and 
I thank you for sending them to me, nor could you have sent 
them to one who would prize them more highly. 

I feel very much honored by the printing of my letter bb an 
appendix to the collection. The cussociation of my name with 
Governor Perry's is indeed an honor; and, mad ame, if you 
feel kindly towards me because I express admiration for your 
husband, I am glad. I believe that Governor Perry was an 
unselfish patriot— a brave man who would have suffered mar- 
tyrdom for what he believed to be the truth ; who had the 
courage to side in a minority of one when he thought he 
WCU9 right— agood man and agreat man— and, I am glad, that 
in the declining years of my life, though I never saw him, I 
made his acquaintance through his writings. 

The typographichal errors do not blemish the text— and 
faults are generally found in printing— not desirable, of course, 
but no matter of great regret. In my letter, too— doubtless 
owing to my handwriting^the word diverse should be sub- 
stituted for diviDey a»ud I must ask you to make the correction 
in any copies you have at your home. 

My health has been feeble and the weather is most unfa- 
vorable. This day is as warm as May. There has really been 
no cold weather. The honey-suckle is in bloom, and the grajss 
is green. Christmajs was shorn of the honor of frost and snow, 
and there was heat enough without lighting the yule-log. 

May Providence smile on you in age as it did in youth. 

Very sincerely your friend, 

John M. Lea. 
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LETTERS 

OF 

B. F. PERKY TO HIS WIFE. 



Columbia, S. C, Thursday Evening. 

My Dear Liz: I have just purchased a gold pen with a 
(Jiamond point, which it is said, will last fifty years without 
niendinjr or altering, and I am disposed to write with it my 
first letter to you. It is something to receive a letter writ- 
ten with a gold pen, having a diamond point, and that letter 
too from a loving husband. 

I was very much provoked and very uneasy yesterday eve- 
ning. I did not know whether to be alarmed or angry, and 
so I concluded to indulge a little in both feelings. I went to 
the postoffice twice and could not get in. About eight 
o'clock in the night Col. Maj^bin sent, and reported to me on 
my return from the meeting of the Judiciary Committee, that 
there were no letters for me. It had been almost a week 
since I had heard from home. A great many things might 
have happened in that time. I assure you I was in a state 
of great uneasiness. The hope I still had that a letter there 
was for me in the postoffice. I went early this morning 
and sure enough there was, for which I thank you kindly. 
You can hardly conceive the pleasure and satisfaction it gave 
me — I found you were all well. 

We have had most shocking weather for several days past. 
I had lost several of my cases in the Court of Appeals, and 
not receiving a letter from home made me feel bad enough, 
all put together. But the weather seems to have improved 
after receiving your letter and my feelings are very different. 
I have gained the most important ca^e which I had and have 
two more yet unheard of, which I hope to gain also. 

I was successful last night before the Judiciary Committee 
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in my ease. The committee of the House reported a bill g:iv- 
in^ the property to the i)etitioners. I went before the Com- 
mittee of the Senate this evening, but the case was postponed 
'til to-morrow evening. If I am successful there I shall be 
ready to start home the first of next week. Unless Col. Bar- 
ton wishes to employ me in some case befoi'e the Legislature. 
He came down to-night and said he wished to see me in the 
morning, 

I have \}een very busy the two last days in examining stu- 
dents in Law and Equity. I was placed on both Committeeis 
by the Judges. There Were very near fifty students admit- 
ted in the two Courts. Amongst them was your cousin Al- 
ston Hayne and Major Colcock— also, Stokes of Greenville, 
the son-in-law of Mr. Kilgore. 

Young Hayne told me yesterday that your uncle Arthur's 
daughter, Fanny, was to be married that evening, in the 
country, at Col. Hayne's house. He said he was anxious to 
have gone to the wedding but could not. 

I was in treaty for one of Holmes chairs when I received 
your letter informing me that your mother had got one for 
Anne. 1 stepped into Johnson's book store and saw one. 
It occurred to me immediately that it would suit Anne, and 
I was going to purchase it for her. It is certainly the finest 
chair for a sick person that could be found— the price of this 
one was f 2;^00. It must be a great convenience and com- 
fort to Anna. 

I have made no fui*ther purchases since 1 wrote you last, 
save the gold pen with which I am now writing, the price of 
which was f4.00, and if it will last me fifty years it will be 
the cheaf)e8t pen ever made. Professor Ellett has been wri- 
ting with one for five years and it is a good pen yet — two or 
three others in this place have used one of thtm for three 
years. You see I write very well with it, and I have written 
very fast. It will make my handwriting plainer and more 
uniforni and tetter. 

I wish to see you and the children very much and am get- 
ting very impatient to leave here — yet I ought to stay if I 
have any notion of running for Solicitor. The election of 
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Judge is very doubtful—I am not able to say now who will 
be elected, nor even conjecture. 

It is ray intention to pay off all my debts ajs soon as I 
reaxjh home. The sale of my bank stock was a fortunate one. 
The stock has already fallen to 48 cents in the dollar. 

The bell now summons me to supper, at nine o'clock in the 
night, so I must conclude my letter. God bless you and the 
children, dear wife. B. F. Perry. 



Newberry C. H., November 20, 1842. 
My Dear Liz: I have time only to write you a few lines 
whilst I am in the same room with Duncan, Ware, Townes 
and Choice. 

We had quite a pleasant journey down here, but have had 
a most angry and stormy time since our arrival here. The 
Railroad Convention broke up in confusion. The Greenville 
and Laurens stockholders withdrew and severed their con- 
nection with the Company. The reason of this was that the 
road was located in Abbeville and Anderson instead of run- 
ning through Laurens. The Greenville and Laurens subscri- 
bers are now relieved from the payment of their stock. We 
have had much debate and some angry discussion — none on 
my part though, some on the part of General Thompson and 
others. 

We start in the morning to Columbia. Colonel Coleman, 
Poinsett, Blake and their families are at Hunt's and go down 
to-morrow or next day. 

I took tea with Col. Fair. He lives in great style. I was 
at Chancellor Johnston's, who lives handsomely, and he invi- 
ted me to tea, but I could not accept. 

The Laurens people are outraged with Colonel Orr for his 
course on the railroad. I made two good speeches in the 
convention, and was highly complimented for them. 

Edward has been standing by me, and says give his re- 
spects to you and tell his mother **howdy^ and all the rest 
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of the servants. He says that he is very much pleased with 
his journey, and has behaved himself well. 

Choice is considerably hurt by his runaway scrape. 

Tell Will I wish very much to have him with me, and I am 
sorry I did not bring him in the carria«;e. Ki^s the children. 
Tell Will to write me. 

I wrote you a long letter by Dr. Irvine. I sent you by Mr. 
Wells a beautiful present — a set of castors and a pair of can- 
dlesticks at f 35. I have just been to a book auction and 
j)urchased a great many beautiful books, but can nut get 
them to send to-night—some annuals and beautiful prints. I 
will send them the first opportunity. In great haste. God 
bless you. Write as often as possible. Yours, etc. 

B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, November 25th, 1842. 

My Dear Liz: I have just finished dressing and taken my 
seat to write you a few lines before breakfast, as I do not ex- 
pect to have time to write afterwards before the mail is 
closed. I hope 3^ou wrote me yesterday and will add a post- 
script for to day. 

We reached Columbia yesterday evening, all safe, after a 
pleasant journey down, with the exception of an accident, 
which had like to have been a very serious affair. The sec- 
ond day after leaving Greenville, we were disappointed in 
getting lodgings at the house where we expected to stay, and 
had to drive two miles further in the dusk of the 
evening. I had taken a seat with Judge Earle and his boy 
was driving my horse and buggy. In passing through a 
drove of hogs, which had been to water, in the lane and in 
front of the house where we were going to stay, one of the 
hogs ran under the heels of one of Judge Earle's horses and 
frightened them. They ran up the hill and we thought 
tlieir scare was over. But whilst enquiring about lodgings 
one of the horses commenced kicking, plunging, wheeling 
round, etc. The other horses were all behind and became 
alarmed also and manifested a disposition to join in the 
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frolic. It was then quite dark. I sprung outof the Judge's 
buggy and ran to my horse's head and made Edward go to 
hold the judge's horses, one of which was kicking at a most 
terrible rate all the time. Colonel Cox unloosed his horses 
from the carriage just in time. In order to get my horse out 
of the way I drove through a gat^, and I had scarcely g:ot 
through when the Judge's buggy and horses and two or 
three men who were trying to hold his horses, made a dash 
at the place I had just left. Had I not been out of the way 
we should have had a general crash. After some time a half 
dozen men succeeded in getting the horses extricated from 
thecarriages. But the frightened horse was not satisfied, but 
continued to kick, and came very near giving Sam Earle a blow 
which might have m£|de another widow in Mrs. Harrison's 
family. Colonel Cox received a severe kick on his hand. Judge 
Earle came out safe. The carriage was considerably injured ; 
the horse badly crippled . I thought at one time we should have 
a ^'general runaway." The next morning the Judge got a 
new horse and mended his carriage and we all came on safely. 

We had some fine dinners on the road out of the provisions 
we carried with us. Judge Earle again praised the corn 
pound cake and ginger bread. It is so much more pleasant 
eating on the roadside than stopping at a house for dinner. 

I hope you and the children are all doing well. I talked to 
Judge Earle so much about the pleasure we derive from a 
wife and children, that I believe he seriously determined to 
get married. He regretted his situation very much and 
said he had nothing but a dreary and gloomy future, full of 
unhappiness and misery. 

I saw Colonel Martin last night. He says they are all well. 
I have not yet seen Mr. Hayne. There are ten or fifteen can- 
didates for Secretary of State. I have never seen so much 
electioneering. I feel happy that I am not a member. 
The old members are all expressing to me great regret that I 
am not a member. 

I have a room with Mr. Burt, but he has not yet arrived. 
In it there is a fine chest of drawers, locked. I supposed 
they were empty. I took out my bunch of keys to try to un- 
lock them. I found a key and unlocked them, when behold— 
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instead of being: empty, contained a lady 8 wardrobe ! All 
the paraphanalia of a female's dress with a great many et 
ceteras, I was reminded of the story of Blue Beard, I had 
got into forbidden ground. I locked up the drawers and put 
the keys back in my pocket. Yours truly, 

B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, December Ist, 1842. 

My Dear Liz: I wajs disappointed in w^riting to you yes- 
terday as I intended doing. I was all day waiting in court 
for one of my cases to be taken up, and it was not till this 
morning. I have just finished the argument in that case 
and have left the court for the purpose of writing to you. I 
had the good fortune to try one of my cases last Tuesday. 
So I have, now, two disposed of and six more to argue, be- 
sides two in the Legislature. I shall be detained here eight 
or ten days yet. 

In consequence of my rooming with Mr. Burt I cannot 
write you as conveniently as I could if I were alone. We have 
two sets of visitors to entertain in consequence of our being 
together. 

Your letters were received this morning, and I need not speak 
of the plea43ure they gave me. I read them both whilst with 
Sam Earle, and had the pleasure of telling him that Mrs. 
Earle was well, etc. Poor old George looks very natural 
and is working for Dr. Roach. I do not know what to say 
about your mother buying him. She must determine the 
matter for herself. You know my plan is not topurch8.se an 
old negro. Your mother can determine for herself and write 
me. 

I have been tempted to purchase for Susan one of the 
sweetest little gold pencil-cases you ever saw. The price was 
seven dollars, but I got it for four and one-half; so I have 
paid $4.50, and will present the gold pencil case to her. It 
is substantial, and will look prettier and last longer than a 
silver one. It was so beautiful I could not resist the tempta- 
tion of buying it, and making it a present. If you wish me 
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I will g:et you one like it. It has a ring: to han^ to a chain 
and is beautifully carved. 

I have seen a horse, and think of buying it for Will. The 
price is $14.00. I cannot get it for less, but the difficulty 
will be in getting it home. I do not think of going to Augus- 
ta now, as I can arrange the business I have there by send- 
ing the money by Ben Yancey, who is now here and is in 
Augusta every day when at home. By the by, Ben Yancey 
says he has the prettiest little specimen of female beauty he 
ever saw. I doubted that I had not a prettier in little Anna. 
Yancey made a very good speech the other day in the Court of 
Appeals. 

I am more and more pleased at not being in the legisla- 
ture, and would not take a seat there now for several hun- 
dred dollars. I have seen so much intriguing and electioneer- 
ing this session that I am utterly disgusted with politics. 

Colonel Preston has resigned, and Mr. Calhoun intends do- 
ing so. The Legislature will have two Senators to elect. 
Great exertions are making by the Rhetts to have Barnwell 
Rhett elected. The friends of Judge Huger will perhaps put 
him in nomination. Gevernor Richardson, Judge O'Neal, 
Colonel Mc Willie, are all spoken of. McDuffle will be the suc- 
cessor of Colonel Preston. I saw Col. Preston this morning. 
He looks remarkably well and has returned to the Bar. 
Judge Butler came to see me the other night and enquired 
after all of you very kindly. In giving the Judges my Briefs 
I gave him one that you had endorsed lajst fall. He said he 
would keep it on account of the writing. Albert Rhett came 
twice to see Burt and myself and enquired after all of you 
very kindly. 

Mr. Hayne tells me he has a box for your mother, but has 
not yet sent it to me; nor have I sent the box of Susan to 
him. Mrs. Taylor's health is much better. 

I am very glad to hear that the children and servants ai'e 
behaving well, and am sorry to hear of Anne's bad health 
again. I hope she will get better. I saw Colonel Keith, who 
came to my room electioneering. He has Mrs. Keith with 
him. Her health is bad. He has been elected and will re- 
turn to town. He enquired after all of you ; how many 
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children, etc. He looks badly. I went down to the State 
House this morning to meet the Bible convention, but it did 
not meet. Kiss the children and give my love to your mother, 
etc. Most Affectionately, 

B. F. Perry 



Columbia, S. C, December 5th, 1842. 

My Dear Liz: Your letter was handed me last night and 
Mr. Earle came up to know what the news was from home, 
and to my surprise, had not heard from his better half since 
he had left Greenville. I was much pleased to hear that 3'ou 
were all doing pretty well. I begin to feel anxious to se^ 
you and the children. How I sould like to take them in my 
arms and hear their prattle! I will endeavor to be at home 
the first of next week. 

I have just returned from the college commencement to 
write you. I saw there a great display of beauty and fash- 
ion, but did not stay long to admire it — not more than three 
minutes. 

This morning I started with your letter in my hand 
to shop. 1 found all the articles you desired and have 
made the purchases. Tell Will 1 have bought him a most 
beautiful pony, with a beautiful saddle and bridle, long tail 
and mane, high head, price $16.00. Colonel Johnson's wag- 
gon will be down here next week, and will carry the horse up 
for nothing. It is really a most beautiful hobby horse, and 
Will can ride on it most gloriously. 

Mr. Hayne sent me two bundles for your mother, and I 
gave him the box which I brought down, or rather I sent it to 
Mrs. Taylor. I have not yet seen Taylor or any of his 
family. 

I hope you received the gold pencil and letter sent you by 
Colonel Townes. I would write to you oftener than I do, 
but really I have no chance. Our room is continually filled 
with company. I am now writing whilst Burt and Colonel 
Davie and Reed are talking about all sorts of things, 
and I have to join in the conversation every now and then. 
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There is. great excitement in regnrd to the election of 
United States Senator. Jud^e Huger and Barnwell Rhett 
and Colonel Da vie are candidates. I think Judge Hugerwillbe 
elected . I hope he will, and shall d o all I can to insure his elctiori . 

I saw Mr. Pendleton this morning. He gave me the mag- 
nolia and a beautiful print of Charleston. You will, however, 
see the print, as it will come with the magnolia. 

I am very much complimented by all who see me on ac- 
count of my good looks. I am told that I have improved 
astonishingly in personal appearance. They all say that I have 
fattened, look younger, etc. Laurens District will be added 
to Greenvilie and Pendleton as a congressional district, and 
Mr. Young declares I must be the candidate, but fortune will 
not permit m^. 

I have gained one of my cases in court and tried one in the 
Legislature— the road case in court. Spriggs and Barton's 
is in the Legislature, but they have not yet decided on it. 

I have received a letter from W. Gilmore Simms. He says 
it is well that he was tempered down to a Benedict before he 
met with Anne, or he should have lost his heart, and says 
he will be very happy if hi^ prescription of cold water could 
be of service to her. 

I must conclude, my dear wife, as I am writing without 

thinking; there is so much talk going on. Kiss the children. 

Yours triilv, 

B. F. Perry 



Columbia, S. C. 

My Dear Liz : I sent you this morning by Colonel Barton 
and Mr. Spriggs, one box, one trunk and one bundle. They 
will be delivered to you Saturday sometime in the day by 
Colonel Barton. Be kind and polite to him, for he is a good 
friend of mine, and has very kindly offered to carry anything 
I desired to send you. 

The trunk will contain a bundle from Mr. Hayne, VViirs 
silver cup, which I carried down with me, Sears' Bible and 
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E^ctorial Illustrations, (three volurneB) which I send as a 
present to my <lear wife, and whirh yon will value, both for 
the ^ft and giver. The tmnk also contains three voluoies 
of Harpers Fatniiy Library, also Rowland's Macassar Oil 
and two other boxes or vials. The contents of the box are 
unknown tome. Mr. B.Carrol told ine last ni^ht that Miss 
Seabrook had sent it by him. I sent for it this morning to 
send by Colonel Barton. 

I hope to hear from you this evening, as I am beginning to 
be vpry restless and anxious to see you and the children. I 
trust, however, you are all doing well. 

I argued Mr. McBee's case yesterday, and was more than 
two hours readiiig my argument in the Court of Errors. 
After I had concluded Mr. Burt got up to speak on the same 
side, and Chancellor Job Johnston said he did not wish to 
hear any further argument on my side, and went out of 
court. Judge Richardson did the same. This was quite a 
compliment to my speech. Mr. Burt addressed the other 
Judges for about an hour, and made a capital argument. 
You may tell Mr. McBee that I have verv little doubt of our 
success. Judues Evans and Richardson are with us, so is 
Chancellor Job Johnston; and Judge Butler, I think, has 
been brought over by Burt's and my argument. He gave 
me a favorable intimation this morning. Judges Earle and 
Wardlaw would not try the case. Judge Harper is absent. 
Dunkin and David Johnson will decide the case. Judge 
O'Neall is against me. 

1 have just left the Court House after axamining the law 
students. My student, Reed, was admitted, and all the others 
except one. 

The election of Senator is exciting great interest. I think 
Judge Huger will be elected. Barnwell Rhett and Colonel 
Pickens and Colonel Davie are also candidates. Judge But- 
ler is not. and is provoked at the notice of him in the 
Meivury. 

I have not yet bought the bells, nor the gold pencil case 
for you. You must write me on that subject. 

I was told by Mr. Middleton last night that it was under- 
stood that Colonel Frost and myself were candidates for 
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the next vatsaDcjr ofi the Bencb. I aiwared him that it was a 
mistake so far as J. was concerned. 

Tell Will his honte will reach home in the course of two 
weeks. I hope to bc^ at home myself sooner than that. This 
matter of Spriggs, i^nd Colonel Barton's will give me some 
trouble in the Legislevture. Colonel Barton has ofiered me a 
fee of |500 If I can get the lea«e of the State Road for him 
for five years, and |l^,0()0 if I can get it for ten years. I 
will try. 

In haste. Yours truly. Kiss the dear little children for me, 
and give my love to yovir mother and sisters. 

Affectionately, B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C. 

My Dear Liz: I have just heard of the death of my 
father. Mr. Duncan infornied me that Mrs. Foster had just 
returned from Tugaloo and brought the intelligence. It was 
a great shock to me, and although he was very old, yet it 
grieved me much to think I ^lad not seen him before his d^ath. 
When 1 last saw him in the summer, little did I think it was 
to be a final parting between us in this world. You know it 
was our intention to have visited them last fall. How sorry 
I am we did not do so I It would have been a great consola- 
tion to me now if we had done so, and had shown him our 
two little children, one of whom he never saw. My father 
possessed many sterling virtues, which I would not have had 
him to exchang-e for all the hollow heartedness and pomp of 
wealth and fame. He possessed a kind heart and astern, 
unbending integrity of character, which would do honor to 
anyone. There never lived a more honest or just man. I 
am sure he never did an intentional injury to anyone, and I 
believe he did all the good to his fellow men which lay in his 
power. I am sure that there is nothing in his long life to ex- 
clude him from happiness in another world. 

I am very anxious to be athomeonce more andseeyouand 
the dear little children. I shall finish the last of my buwiiiesson 
Monday in the I.»egi8lature. I have already disposed of my 
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busin(^88 in court, and if God sparen ine, IhIirII leave here on 
Tuesday morning. You may expect me at home on Thursday 
evening, unless the weather should be so bad as to prevent 
my travelling. It is now raining, and lam afi'aid it will not 
clear off tefore Tuesday. 

To morrow morning I shall hear all about my cases, and I 
will write again. 

I shall be at home Thursday evening; but tjiis letter will 
reach you one day sooner. Aty cases are not yet all decided ; 
t/he case of Cauble is not. I saw Judge Earle this morning, 
who told tne allaboutthein. Ihavegaiuel Mr. McBee's case, 
and you may send him word to that effect. 

I went to see judge Huger last night. He looks very well. 
Governor Hammond was inagurated on Saturday. There 
was a great crowd at the Inauy:urati()n. Mr. Burt has gone 
home, and [ am now alone in my room. I hope Judge Huger 
will l)e elected Senator. I have purchased four bells, cranks, 
pullies, wire, etc.. etc., for hanging them, and they cost 
f 5.87. I have got the spoon marked for Anna, and my 
sleeve buttons also. I will get a Prayer Book. Your 

affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



Pickens C. H. 

My DearLfz: I write you by Mr. Taylor, our Sheriff, 
merely to say that it is altogether uncertain when T shall be 
able to return. The court may sit all the week. There is 
not, however, much business — that is, pajiw^ business. I have 
received f 55.00 in cash. 

I saw Lee and delivered your package. Foster is here and 
foreman of the grand jury. They are all well. The Verners 
are not here. Old Mr. Verner is very sick. 

I hope you and the children are doing well. Tell Reuben 
he must go on plowing as fast as he can. Let him get peas 
and plant with the corn. Yours truly and sincerely. 

B. F. Perry. 
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Laurens C. H., October 10th, 1843. 

My Dear Liz : It is now late in the night, and I hope that 
you, Miss Pamela, and the children, (dear little ci*eatares^all 
of you, are sweetly reposing in the arms of that leaden eyed 
r/ei^j, of whose embraces no husband, or lover is ever jeal- 
ous, no matter how muchtheymay besoughtforandenjoj'ed. 
I have just finished looking over Mr. Speer's forthcom- 
ing volume of Reports, which contain several of my able and 
learned arguments in the Court of Appeals. This, you may 
be certain, afforded me no little gratification; and I hope 
you will not feel your noble self slighted whtm I tell you 
that for the time being you and the children were out of my 
thoughts ; but this letter is an evidence of the quickness with 
which you were recalled. 

The fore part of the evening I spent in conversation with 
Judge Butler. He possesses his usual flow of spirit, wit and 
humor. I love him much. The Judge is a noble hearted fel- 
low, liberal, generous, high minded and honorable. 

We have very few lawyers in att<endance on this court. 
Burt is at Edgefield, Henry has gone to Union, General Cald- 
well to Sumter, General Whitner heard of the extreme illness of 
his brother-in-law, Dr. Harrison, last night, and returned 
post haste to Anderson, leaving me the Solicitor's duties to 
perform, which will consist principally in prosecuting some 
pugilists for an affray and assault and battery. This may 
detain me here longer than T intended to stay. It is proba- 
ble that I fnay not be at home till Friday night. 

Tell Miss Pamela that I have not had the pleasure of meet- 
ing either her father or brother at this court, and I am afraid 
it will be out of my power to visit Rosemont during my stay 
here, than which.nothing would give me greater pleasure. 
The letter which she intrusted to my care, was deposited in 
the postoffice early Monday morning, and I have no doubt 
has gone safely. 

I know you are fond of news, like all of Mother Eve'sdaugh- 
ters, and I therefore give you an item which I have just heard 
from Judge Butler. It is rumored that Colonel Pickens is 
going to be married to Colonel John E. Colhoun's daughter, 
about sixteen or seventeen vears old ! Dr. Laborde too is 
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about takiug to himself another wife, MisR Carroll, hitf mater- 
in-law! How lucky these old widowers are! How easily 
they fool they ounp: girls I And how complimentary to the 
memory of their departed wives! They have found the mar- 
ried state one of so much happiness that they cannot exist 
out of it ! 

If you see Mrs. Coleman tell her that the Colonel's law su it 
is not yet tried. I promised to write him by this mail if it 
had been tried. Both Young and myself are in good spirits 
in regard to the case. It is one of considerable importance 
to Colonel Coleman. 

I hope you and Miss Pamela are keeping house finely with 
the help of the children and servants to keep you straight. 
When did you have your company? You have had fine eve- 
nings for company. The weather is delightful, and I hope 
you have had no further visitations from the toothache — and 
that Miss Pamela has entirely forgotten that there is any such 
thingas a nervous disease at all, or such medicine as calomel. 
And I hope the children, little Will, Anna and Frank, have 
all forgotten how to cry ! ! In all these good wishes I am 
sure you will all join me most heartily. 

I am not so well myself as I was when I left home. This 1 
say in truth and in compliment to you and the dinner which 
your kindness provided me with on the road. I ate too 
much. I stopped on the road and had quit^e a social meal 
with my horse I He is indeed a civilized brute, and possesses 
a much more refined taste than most Kentuckians, He ate 
several of the rolls, a large portion of the fruit cake and 
smacked his mouth as if it was a most delicious morsel, 
much better than the food every day given him by his worth- 
less groom, I offered him a piece of ham, but he turned up 
his nose at the gross and vulgar food and seemed to say 
that it should not touch his lips after your pound cake. I 
ate too much and have been starving myself ever since, 
which suits the Tavern here remarkably well. There ought 
to be professorships of cookery 

But I must now go to. bed. I can imagine to myself the 
great stillness at home to-night, and your situation to- 
morrow evening when you receive this letter. Will and 
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AiiQa win have gone tobed— ^erhapB iiot yet asleep— talking 
to ea/ch other in the dark. Frank taking his supper— you 
and Miss Pamela seated around the lamp engaged in work. 
Is this a true picture? Good night, and God bless you. 

Yours affectionately, 
B. F. Perry. 



Anderson C. H., Oct. 24, 1843. 
My Dear Liz : I will write you a few lines to-night, as 1 
expect Colonel Townes will leave for Greenville in the morn- 

It is altogether uncertain when I shall be at home. We 
are now in the midst of a case of perjury, which excites con- 
siderable interest and will take the greater part of to- 
morrow. I think our defendant will be acquitted. His name 
is Clardy. You heard of the case some three or four weeks 

sinue. 

I have been employed as assistant counsel in a case of slan- 
der. Our client is a very pretty young woman, who sues a 
neighbor wemarfi for imputing to her a want of chastity. 
We expect to recover heavy damages. The appearance of 
the young wonmn will be much in her favour, I hope, with 
the Judge and jury. Almost every one would be more dis- 
posed to punish another quicker for slandering a pretty wo- 
man than an ugly one. 

You need not be surprised if I bring home with me another 
servant — a man about 18 or 20 years old, honest and good 
looking, black colour— about the colour of 'Sinda. He is un- 
confimonly smart— raised in North Carolina, sold for debt 
and the only negro owned by his master. His name is "Jim'' 
— ^two Jims — what think you of the name? But you know 
we may distinguish by calling one "James." Price f700 in 
railroad stock. However, the bargain is not yet completed. 

I have been very uneasy about you and the children ever 
since I left home. I hope, however, that the grippe has passed 
you by. Everybody here is unwell with it. Never heard of an 
influenza so general in my life. I wish you would write to me 
by return mail how you all are. I will get your letter Thurs- 
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day morning. You can write a few lines aft^er receiving this 
letter, before the mail closes. 

Judge Butler showed me a letter he received on Monday 
from his little daughter. She is quite well and writes very 
well for a child of nine years old. The letter was only five 
lines. 

I saw Mrs. Dr. Haynesworth and her son pass through here 
in the stage this morning, on their way to Greenville to see 
Mr. Elias Earle. 

Judge ^arle has resigned and requested Judge Butler to in- 
form me of it. He a^sked Judge Butler who he thought should 
take his place. Judge Butler told me that he said he thought 
/ would make a very good Judge. I replied that I thanked 
him, but should not be a candidate. I feel most flattered to 
be thought so well of by both Judge O'Neall and Judge 
Butler and I have no doubt Judge Earle would have agreed 
with them. 

I shall endeavor to be at home on Friday night, if not sooner. 
If Colonel Cox should send to take away Exception, to winter 
her, tell the boy I have changed my mind and will keep her at 
home. I am afraid some accident may happen to her if sent 
off. 

In great haste, as I have to prepare to-night for my speech 
to-morrow. Kiss the little children for me. I do hope they 
have no more of the grippe. I am pretty well myself. I hope 
the servants are all doing well, especially 'Sinda. Tell her I 
have seen ^^ Aunt Emily, ^^ and that she made inquiry after 
her. 

Good night, my dear Liz. God bless you and protect you 

— ^you and the children. 

Yours truly, etc., 

B. F. Perry. 



ANDERSON.C. H., Friday Mornin/L. 

My Dear Liz : I have risen this morning before daylight, 
in order to write you a few lines by Messrs. Walker and Choice. 
I am now writing by candle light. 

Your letter was received yesterday, about 12 o'clock, whilst 
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I was enga>ged in the trial of my slander case. It relieved me 
very much. I was afraid that you or the children might be 
unwell with the grippe. I hope the servants are better. 

I shall endeavor to get home to-morrow evening. We were 
all day yesterday trying the case of slander which I mention- 
ed in my other letter. The jury did not return till nine o'clock 
in the night. They gave the young lady 9875, which with the 
costs, is just as much an the defendant is worth. It will en- 
tirely ruin him. I made a good speech, say the judge and law- 
yers. We were nearly two days trying the case of perjury, and 
my argument in that case|has been much complimented. This 
has been a good court for me and I have done well. I begin 
to feel as if I were now in a way to do well and a»cquire a rep- 
utation as a lawyer. 

I have taken the boy Jim on trial. He is now waiting on 
me, and I have never seen a more faithful servant. He is awk- 
ward and has never been accustomed to the duties of a body 
servant, but he is uncommonly intelligent and devoted to me. 
He is so extremely anxious to belong to me. He has more 
sense than half of the ignorant white people. I have no doubt 
he will make a valuable servant. I told him he must take 
Delia for a wife, which seemed to please him. He never has 
haid a wife, and is eighteen or nineteen years old ; weighs one 
hundred and forty pounds. 

We have had rainy weather for a day or two and still ap- 
pears cloudy. Judge Butler has been and is still unwell with 
a cold . I have escaped . 

You informed me that Mrs. Cunningham was in Greenville. 
I suppose the weather has been so bad she has hardly gone 
yet. I am sorry to hear that Pamela is so unwell. 

I have not heard from any of my mother's family. 

Tou may expect to see me Saturday evening, and I assure 
you that I am becoming quite anxious to meet you and the 
children. It is a great pleasure— that of returning home to 
one's wife and children. * Tours truly and sincerely, 

B. F. Perry. 
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Anderson C. H., Wednesday Morning. 
Dear Liz : I have barely time to write you that I will be 
at home to-morrow. I have been detained longer than I ex- 
pected on account of the trial of Mr. Rodgers. His trial comes 
on this morning. If possible, I will go part of the way home 
this evening. I am very impatient to leave. 

I have nothing at all to write, if I had time, but Mr. Choice 
is waiting for this scrawl. I hope you are doing well and 
that all matters are going on well. 

My dear wife, yours in haste, 

B. F. Perry. 



Pickens C. H., Tuesday Morning. 

My Dear Liz: I will write you a line by Mr. Thompson, 
who says he is going to Greenville this morning. 

I hope Will is not unwell from the medicine he took, but I 
always feel as if something might happen, when I am from 
home. 

We have had fine weather and I hope you come on bravely 
with whitewashing and dusting carpets. 

There is not much business in court, and I shall probably 
be at home on Thursday or Friday. 

My horse did badly coming to this place; made me walk, 
and I led him up all the hills. He will not pull well in the 
buggy. 

I must conclude, as persons have come in. God bless you. 
Kiss the children for me. Yours, etc., 

B. F. Perry. 



Anderson C. H., Wednesday Morning. 

My Dear Liz : I have only time to write you a line by 
Colonel Townes, who has just informed me that he returns to 
Greenville to-day. 

T do not know when I shall be at home, perhaps not till Fri- 
day or Saturday. There is not a great deal of business in 
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court, but they get on slowly. Yesterday they were trying a 
baptist preacher for disturbing a religious congregation at 
worship. He defends himself and is slow and tedious. 

I hope you and the children are aJl well and doing well. I 
am in constant dread of the scarlet fever, but hope that as 
we have escaped so faj* we may entirely. 

1 have heard nothing from those fighting men worth stat- 
ing. It is thought that Yancey and Alexander will not fight. 
Judge Earle is in Charleston on his way home, it is believed , 
as his trunks arrived there some time since. 

When Jim ha« finished the oats, let him cut wood to haul. 

In haste, yours, etc., B. F. Perry. 



Laurens C. H., Tuesday Night. 

My Dear Liz : I intended to have written you a long letter 
this morning, but I have been so much engaged with my cli- 
ent, Dr. Teague, and his witnesses, that I have barely time to 
say to you that I shall not be at home till the last of the 
week. 

I have been engaged in some very important cases here. 
One of them involves $40,000— as to the solidity of a will ; 
the other is a case of importance, in both of which I shall get 
big feeSy so you will not be sorry for my absence. 

It is now eleven o'clock and I must bid you good-night. 

John Cunningham and McGowan fight on Thursday. Alex- 
ander left here this evening to be present at the combat. It 
is probable Yancey and Alexander will not fight. 

Yours, etc., B. F. Perry. 

P. S. : Kiss the children for me. 



Laurens C. H., Thursday Night. 

My Dear Liz: I am still here, and do not know when it will 

be possible for me to leave. We have just finished, after two 

whole days work, the case of Teague's will, and I am very 

sorry to say the case has been decided against me ; but my 
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client muBt ultimately gain the property, as we have appealed 
and there is another will. Colonel Irby and Sullivan were 
against the will and Mr. Young and myself for it. For three 
days past I have been incessantly engaged in the case, either 
in the trial or in studying the case. It is one of great import- 
ance to the parties, and involves f40,000. It has been tried 
once before on the Circuit and in the Court of Appeals. We 
were all day to-day making speeches. 

The other case in which I am engaged may not come up be- 
fore Saturday and I may not be at home before Sunday. I 
hope, however, to get home by twelve o'clock Saturday, 849 I 
am to met Kirksey there at that time to file a bill in equity 
for him. 

Whilst we were speaking two young men— Wright and Simp- 
son — employed themselves in sketching the Judge and the 
counsel. Inclosed I send you two rude sketches which they 
made of me. They will do for you to laugh at. Judge Evans 
took the one they made of him and put it up carefully. 

We have had dreadful weather all the week, and I am afraid 
J.im has not been able to sow oats. If not, I suppose you 
have had him whitewashing. 

I hope you and the children are all well and doing well. I 
begin to wish very much to see you all. For two or three 
days past I have hardly had time to think about you. Last 
night I sat up till half past eleven o'clock, preparing my 
speech. I have to-night to make out the grounds of appeal, 
which will take me a long time. My speech is very highly 
complimented by the crowd. 

If I had known that I should have been here so long I should 
have requested you to write me. It would give me great 
pleasure to hear from home. 

Please send the enclosed letter to Lester in the morning. 

Your affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



Laurens C. H., Friday Morning. 
My Dear Liz : I have time onlj to write you aline. I shall 
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beat home Sunday. My cases here have been postponed, and 
one of them, Dr. Aijderson's, referred to a jury next fall. 

I hope you will send a note to Mr. Bosmond about Jim cut- 
ting oats ; Mr. Croft will send it up to his farm. Tell Reuben 
to commence the oats as soon as he finishes up the corn. 

I had quite a pleasant ride down here with the Judge, and 
we stopped at a well and took our repaist. 

I hope the children are all well. I have nothing to write. 
In great haste. Yours affectionately, 

B. F. Perry. 



Laurens C. H., Wednesday. 

My Dear Liz : I received your letter Tuesday morning and 
was much gratified to hear Frank was better. I am very 
anxious to hear again, and hope you will write me by the re- 
turn stage. I shall not be able to return home before the last 
of the week. I have a slander case which detains me. 

Yesterday we had a great railroad meeting and I made a 
long speech. General Thompson, Colonel Irby and Mr. 
Young also addressed the meeting. The people are beginning 
to feel an interest in the road. 

Last night I went with Judge Evans to the Episcopal Fair . 
The company was small and the variety of articles for sale 
not great. I saw Mr. and Mrs. Arthur there, also Mr. Simp- 
son and his lady. 

Mr. Cunningham is here on the jury and will be here all the 
week. His family are still at Mr. Yancey's. He is going to 
send a message to Simms and seems a good deal excited. 

Wehave another railroad meeting to-day. I am anxious 
to hear from the Greenville elections. You must take good 
care of Frank and get him well before I return. 

In great haste, Yours truly and sincerely, 

B. F. Perry. 



My Dear Liz : I have only time to say that I am well and 
I hope you and the children are. I feel some uneasiness about 
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you ; but your message by General Thompson was that you 
were a great deal better. I hope to find you entirely well. 

I do not know when I shall get off; perhaps to-morrow 
and perhaps not till Sunday morning. There is a good deal 
of business and I have a fair share. We are now trying a 
most important case. The jury have gone out. 

I hope you are getting on well with the servants. I suppose 
Susan stays with you. 

Do kiss the children for me. I wish I had Will with me. 

General Thompson is just starting and I did not know he 
was going so soon. In haste, yours truly, 

Thursday, 10 o'clock. B. F. Perry. 



Pickens C. H., Tuesday Night. 

My Dear Liz : It is uncertain when I shall be able to leave 
here; not before the last of the week, and perhaps Sunday. 

We are now in the midst of Kirksey's case, and the result 
is doubtful. If I gain it he gives me $200 more. General 
Thompson and myself are on one side, General Whitner and 
Mr. Young on the other. If I succeed in Reed's case I am to 
get an additional fee of part of the verdict. I hope to recover 
several hundred dollars, and perhaps thousands. 

My brother Foster is here as foreman of the grand jury. 
He tells me that mother has lost a young negro woman and 
that Lucy is not expected to live ; the same disease that 
proved fatal to Josiah's family. It is also in Shelor's family. 
Josiah is quite well again, but not here. I saw Verner, and 
Lee, the brother of Mrs. Duboe. They are all well. 

I hope you and the children are all well and that you have 
had no trouble with the servants. It is better to pass over 
their idleness and impudence than to always keep yourself 
in ^^bot water^^ by trying to make them do as they ought to. 
They are poor, ignorant, lazy creatures, who have very little 
motive or inducement to do well. We must make great allow- 
ance for them. We must do this for our own peace and com- 
fort. If we make a fuss and get into a passion every time 
they do wrong, our lives will be continued scenes of unhappi- 
ness. 
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I hope you have taken the children with you to your moth- 
er's. Some accident might happen to them at home, in your 
absence; 

I suppose you and Susan are pretty well prepared for the 
wedding by this time. I think your mother ought to convert 
her dining room into a chamber and eat in the basement 
story. Those rooms will suit for the purpose better than for 
chambers. 

I wish you would tell Jim to sow the wheat, rye and barley 
in the best spots at the foot of the hill in the field, and leave 
the top and side of the hill for oats. Jim will understand. 

I have caught a bad cold riding through the wind on Sun- 
day. It distresses me a great deal. There was great danger 
from the falling of trees and limbs, on Sunday. The wind was 
very high. Several trees fell across the road. 

I have been employed in a number of profitable and impor- 
tant cases, which will come on next court. 

I must now conclude and think of my argument in the 
morning. Yours truly, B. F. Perry. 



Pickens C. H., Thursday Morning. 

My Dear Liz : I have only time to write you a line by Col- 
onel Townes. There is a great deal of business in court and I 
shall not be able to leave here until court adjourns, which 
will not be before Saturday. I may not get home before 
Sunday evening. As soon, however, as court adjourns I shall 
start ; but I am afraid we will not get through the business 
even on Saturday evening. 

General Whitner is unwell, and in consequence of it thecase 
of infanticide will not be tried this court. I have a headache 
and an ugly boil on my nose, which gives me some pain and 
a great deal of uneasiness. 

We were all considerably alarmed on Tuesday with an ap- 
prehension of the smallpox. Colonel Harleston came to court 
and whilst sitting in the Court House was taken ill and had 
many symptoms of that disease. He retired to his room 
and was unwell all night ; but yesterday he was pretty well 
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and went home, to our relief very much. He had a violent 
cold and some fever— nothing more. 

I hope you and the children are well and getting on well. 
I need not tell you how anxious I am to see you all again. I 
have not seen any of mj relatives, but have heard they are 
all well. 

I hope you are by this time satisfied with your minister. 

1 have a great deal of business and have done well this 
court. I find ray business here is increasing very considerably. 
We are now Id the raidst of an important slander case and 
have another one in immediate succession. 

In great haste I am truly yours. Kiss the children for me. 

B. F. Pebby. 



Pickens, Thursday Morning. 

My Dear Liz : I have only a moment to write you before 
Mr. Speer starts. 

We are still in the case of Kirksey, and there is no hope of 
my being at home before Sunday, and this I regret very much. 
I am exceedingly anxious to see you and the children again^ 
and I have been uneasy and unwell ever since I left home. It 
would be a great comfort to me to be permitted to stay at 
home altogether. 

Kiss the children for me, and tell them how much I wish to 
see them. Yours truly, B. F. Perry. 



Pickens C. H., Thursday Morning. 
My Dear Liz : I have barely time to say to you that I shall 
be here until Sunday morning. I hope you and the children 
are all well. I shall expect to see Will up when I return. 

I have a great deal of business here, and so far have been 
successful. Mr. Speer is starting. 

Yours truly, B. F. Perry. 



To His Wife. 88 



Pickens C. H., Monday Night. 

My Deaii Liz : I am indebted to you for two very interest- 
ing letters, and I should have answered the first one by Sun- 
day's mail, but I had not time. The stage arrived at^nder- 
son after 12 o'clock. I then ate dinner and got started to my 
mother's by one. Drove thirty-two miles and reached there 
after seven, over a rough road, as you well remember. 

I found my mother quite emaciated and helpless, confined 
to her bed. For a few minutes she did sit up, Sunday morn- 
ing. In bed she was unable to turn over and had a dreadful 
cough. But her spirits and feelings are remarkable. She 
seemed contented and complained of nothing, talked cheer- 
fully and manifested great interest in you and the children ; 
said Josiah told her that Frank was the prettiest child we 
had, but she could not believe anyone so pretty as Will. Jo- 
siah was there, and poor fellow, his misfortunes still go on. 
He had a negro girl burnt to death last week. She was about 
12 years old ; caught fire in the field. 

I did not see any of Foster's family. He had gone to Au- 
gusta to sell his cotton. I called at his house on my way to 
Pickens, but they were all off to church and I did not get out 
of my buggy. The rain was falling rapidly. 

I drove in the rain Sunday three hours without dinner, and 
got a little wet. That night I felt unwell and this morning 
no better till dinner; since then I have been quite restored. 
Whilst driving my race rnare in the night, over that bad road 
to my mother's, I felt a little unsafe; but there was no house 
to stop at. 

At Anderson we were three days trying the caseof Mattison 
and Clements. We were in court until midnight, Friday. I 
have the consolation of knowing that I made a good speech, 
although 1 lost the case. We have taken an appeal and may 
g-et a new trial. The testimony was in our favor, but the jury 
were all prejudiced against Mattison. The proof showed in- 
sanity : he saw God Almighty and was told he must marry 
Polly or die; the clocks talked to him, the witches whipped 
him ; he saw visions and spirits, etc. 

I have done pretty well in receiving money; have collected 
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f 250 and have a prospect of getting f 300 or f400 more. I 
have got some moi-e business. 

I did not see or hear from Mr. and Mrs. Sharpe. I read so 
much of vour letter as was about the children to mv mother, 
and told her Will learnt fast. She inquired whether he made 
good progress in his studies. 

I do not know when I shall be at home — the last of the week 
sometime, and would be willing to be in the midst of your 
houfie-cleaning and confusion. 

I hope everything goes on well at the farm. Be careful 
about the children and the fire — there is great danger. Be 
careful about yourself. There is danger in over-fatiguing; 
yourself, in arranging the house, etc. 

I must now conclude, as it is late and I have my room full 
of persons on business. Kiss the children. 

Your loving husband, B. F. Perry. 



Spartanburg C. H., Tuesday Moi*ning. 

My Dear Liz: I have time to write you a line by Mr. Beat- 
tie. Judge O'Neal is quite sick with chills and fever. He has 
not yet been able to hold court, and we are all waiting on 
him. He came into court this morning and adjourned till to- 
morrow. If he is better we may go on with the business. 
If he is not we shall adjourn the court entirely. I may be at 
home to-morrow, and perhaps not till Sunday. 

I hope you and the children are all well and doing well. Kiss 
them all for me. In great haste. 

Tours truly and affectionately, B. F. Perry. 



Spartanburg C. H., Wednesday Morning. 

My Dear Liz : Having an opportunity of writing you a 

few lines by Mr. Earle, I avail myself of it, although I have 

nothing to tell you except I am very anxious to return home. 

I do not know when I shall do so, perhaps not till Friday or 
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Saturday. I have a case or Mr. Kilgore which will detain 
rae the greater part of the w^eek. 

I hope you and the children are all well and doing well. I 
suppose you are having the room, etc., whitewashed, pur- 
chasing summer clothes for the servants, etc. 

The weather has been dreadfully hot. I had to take off my 
flannel and boots. I have also purchased of Heast afinepair 
of boots and shoes, and I had to buy thi'ee pairs of cotton 
socks in order to be comfortable. 

Colonel Nesbit offers to sell old George, and offers him for 
JP300. He says George is very anxious to return to Greenville 
and expresses great affection for his wife in Greenville. I do 
not know but it would be a good plan to buy George for a 
gardener and cook. 

In haste. Kiss the children for me. 

Yours, etc., B. F. Perry. 



Spartanbitrq C. H., Thursday Morning. 

My Dear Liz: I will write you a line by General Thomp- 
son, who goes to Greenville this morning, as I do not know 
when I shall be able to get off, perhaps not till Sunday morn- 
ing. I have a case of Kilgore's, which is at the foot of the 
docket, and I must remain to dispose of it. I shall be at home 
Sunday, if I have to return next week to the Court of Equity. 
They are progressing very slowly with the business of the 
Court. 

General Thompson and myself went Tuesday evening to the 
Limestone Springs and returned the next morning. I saw 
there Colonel Elmore and family, Chancellor Job Johnston 
and his young wife— as young as his youngest children. She 
is quite pretty. Chancellor David Johnston and his daughter 
were also there and a Miss Hart, from Columbia. This was 
all the company. 

The crops between Greenville and the Limestone Springs 
are terrible to think of. A famine seems inevitable. They are 
making nothing, and hundreds will suffer, if not perish. 
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Yesterday evening we all dined with Major Henry. Hegave 
quite a handsome dinner. 

I should like to have you and the children around me, this 
morning. It is worth while being absent from you to enjoy 
the pleasure of meeting again ; and whilst we are always to- . 
gether we never know how deep our feelings are. It is absence 
which makes us reflect and feel, or rather develops our feelings. 
The pleasure of returning home is to me always sincere and 
heartfelt. But more of this when we meet. I am now writing 
in the barroom — not a very sentimental place or one in which 
we have quiet enough to indulge in reflection. 

Tell Will his Spartanburg friends inquire about him and 
wish I had him with me. Kiss Anna and Frank for me, and 
believe me, Your affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 

P. S.: I have heard nothing from poor Josiah, and lam 
afraid to hear. I love him sincerely and he is worthy of a 
brother's love. 



Spartanburg, Thursday Evening. 

My Dear Liz : I am afraid 1 shall be delayed here till Sun- 
day, and may not get home till after Laurens court ; but I 
will try and return by home. 

Since I came here, I have been employed in several import- 
ant cases. I assisted Mr. Young in a murder case and we ac- 
quitted the defendant. I have been employed in a very im- 
portant case of Bobo and Maybin, of Columbia, and have 
just gained it. I am now waitingfor the case of Mr. N. Breed- 
love, against Cannon, about a negro. 

Mr. Kilgorehas paid me $50, and I have received $18 in an- 
other case. 

Delia is very weak, but says she feels better. I have not 
seen her but once since I came here. 

In great haste, as I am afraid the mail will close. 

I hope you and the children are all well and the servants 
are doing well. 
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Let Reuben and Mary ^o on ploughing in the oats. 

Yours truly and affectionately, B. F. Perry. 



Anderson C. H., Wednesday. 

My Dear Liz : I have only time to write you that I do not 
know when I shall be able to return home. I have disposed 
of three of my eases and have one yet to try. It is an action 
of slander, and I cannot leave until it is disposed of. The 
business of the court will not be disposed of in the week. 

I must get off to be at home Saturday evening, as I shall 
have to go directly to Pickens. I am very anxious to return 
home to see you and the children and to give instructions 
about my farm. I wish I had nothing to do but stay at home 
and attend to my farm . 

I hope to hear from you Friday morning, and I trust you 
are all doing well— Will going to school, Anna and Frank 
playing quietly at home, the servants attending to their bus- 
iness, etc. Kiss the children for me. 

Yours truly, etc., B. F. Perry. 



Laurens C. H., Friday Morning. 

My Dear Liz : I received your letter yesterday morning, 
just is I was Roing into court. Colonel McNeely told me that 
he had mailed a letter for me at his office, and the driver told 
him one of my children was sick. You may imagine how dis- 
tressed I was, and how much relieved when I opened the let- 
ter. 

We are still in Dr. Anderson's case, I have to speak this 
morning. General Thompson spoke yesterday evening and 
leaves this morning. Sullivan and Young both follow me. 
The case will take pretty much the whole week. I am fearful 
of the result. 

Captain Cunningham is about starting for Philadelphia for 
his family, who are still there. I saw his overseer yesterday. 

lam glad you are spending your time pleasantly with your 
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mother and Susan. I hope the children are behaving well and 
learning fast. 

I shall not be at home before Sunday evening, and must 
conclude my letter in order to think over my speech this 
morning. Yours truly and sincerely, B. F. Perry. 



f^AURENs C. H., Friday Morning- 
My Dear Liz : I have barely time to write you aline. Yes- 
terday we were engaged until half-past one o'clock in the 
night, trying a slander case of mine, and after all I lost it. 
General Thompson and myself were on one side and Colonel 
Irby and Mr. Young on the other. We have a similar case 
to try to-day. 1 shall not be at home before Sunday. The 
weather is bad and the roads terrible. 

I feel very much the loss of sleep, this morning, and don't 
like losing my case; but I have the consolation of knowing: 
that I discharged my duty, and for the consequences I am not 
responsible. 

I shall be delighted to be at home again, free from the ex- 
citement of a court and with my dear Liz and children. 

Yours truly, etc., B. F. Perry. 



Laurens C. H., Tuesday Night. 

My Dear Wife: I received several statements to-day which 
satisfy me I have been elected by a handsome majority. I 
hope your fears are now put to rest. 

I shall be at home Friday morning, and I propose to give 
our wine party Saturday night. Canyon make the necessary 
preparations? Send and get two or three large hams, and 
some large turkeys and some fowls and have some bread 
baked in proportion. You may also have pound cakes pre- 
pared, etc. The supper may be set in the piazza, the wine in 
the dining room. You will have to borrow wineglasses, turn- 
biers and bottles. If you can make all these arrangements, 
do so. 

I wish every voter in the village invited. This can be done, 
perhaps, after my return. The invitations may be extended 
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informally through friends. Saturday will be the day of the 
Agricultural Fair and I can invite persons from the country. 
You must prepare to entertain at least one hundred persons. 

If you see proper you can request Colonel Hoke, Major 
Jones, Mr. Lester, Mr. Wells and any others to invite the vil- 
lagers as they may see them or send them word. Invite every 
voter in the village and others from the country — Sam Earle, 
Elias Earle, Waddle, Poinsett, Dr. Butler, etc.. Brooks, Dr. 
Williams, etc. 

We can make quite a display of cake and wine on the tables 
in the dining-room and have the cold meat and bread and 
coffee out in the piazza. 

But, my dear wife, if you think it will give you too much 
trouble, I will have the wine alone and nothingelse. Ithink 
the party had better be on Saturday evening. 

I am truly sorry that Colonel Townes is not elected . In this 
district Simpson will beat 500 votes. Colonel Fair is elected. 

We have very little business in court. 

Yours truly, good-night, and kiss the children. 

B. F. Perry. 



Laurens C. H., Thursday Night, Oct. 17, 1844. 

My Dear Liz : I am much disappointed in not getting off 
this evening for home. Indeed I am afraid I shall not be able 
to leave here before Saturday morning, if then ; but I must 
be at home Saturday night. There is an important case 
which detains me. I hope to try it to-morrow. It is one in 
which I have been employed to assist Mr. Young. 

How comes on our wine party? If you have not commenced 
it, I shall be glad. If you have made preparations forit,you 
must go on. Have all the people invited. Get Lester, Hoke, 
Jones, Townes, Wells and others to extend the invitations. 
Let all the country people be invited who are in the village on 
Saturday, at the agricultural meeting. I will give another 
party Tuesday night of court week. 

You must get three of four dozen bottles and fill them with 
wine— Sherry, Madeira and Sicily Madeira, You are a great 
manager and can do all these things without me; but still I 
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would like to be at home to help you. 

I received a letter from Hoke and Lester giving me a full 
return of the elections. My majority was very gratifying, but 
exactly as I had calculated. You must now admit I have a 
p:ood judgment in elections. I made a calculation of the votes 
Sullivan and myself would get at each box, and 1 am correct 
within a very few votes, I hope you will never worry me 
again on that subject. 

I am very anxious to get home and meet you and the chil* 
dren. It appears a long time since I left home, and an im- 
portant event has happened. 

I received a letter for you from Miss Pamela Cunningham, 
and a note to me with a box containing a cap. I will send 
you the letter by mail. 

Good-night, my dear Liz. Kiss the children. 

Yours, etc., B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C, Sunday Morning. 

My Dear Liz : I received your letter yesterday morning in- 
forming me of your invitation to the Cunningham's to meet 
me and spend Christmas with the family, and as you seem 
so anxious about going, I have no objections ; but I should 
enjoy myself more to meet you and the children at home. 

I have no doubt you would find a change and a journey 
pleasant and agreeable. You may therefore go down there 
as soon as you please and stay till I arrive; but I cannot 
stay more than one or two days. We will take Christmas 
dinner with them and start home the next day or the day af- 
ter. This is the condition on which we go there. 

Before you go down you must make Jim haul wood, and 
see that there is plenty of shucks, fodder and corn for the cat- 
tle. He will know how to procure it of Uncle Foster. Do not 
start in bad weather. If you go to Goldsmith's the first day, 
you had better start about one o'clock. The next day you 
must make an early start, for it is alongday's drive. Do not 
let Jim drive too fast. 

If the weather is suitable, I wish the hogs killed before you 
go. They are eating too much corn. Have them killed and 
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the meat taken care of. I have no objection to your lending 
Mr. Yancey my horse and buggy. 

If you go to Mr. Cunningham's, you must send the carriage 
to Laurens Court House for me. I shall probably be at 
Laurens Court House on Sunday, the 22d of December. I 
will then stay at Captain Cunningham's Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday. Christmas falls on W^ednesday and we will 
start home Thursday morning— longer I cannot stay. You 
had better start down a week or ten days before, or as soon 
as you please. I hope to hear from you again to-night and 
if so, I will write you another'^letter should anything occur. 

I have just read the account of the torchlight possession in 
the Mountaineer. It is quite magnificent. 

I dined with Dr. Gibbes the other day and was much pleased 
with his entertainment. I have spoken of his collection 
of minerals, paintings and curiosities in a letter to the 
Mountaineer. 

In the Temperance Advocate you will see a very handsome 
(X>mpllment paid my address. I have bought some few books 
and among them "The Gift for 1845," containing Simms' 
storv about Greenville. 

I am glad to hear you are getting on well with the ser- 
vants and children. But it is late in the night and I must 
dose this letter. Kiss the children for me and believe me. 

Your affectionate husband, B. F. Perry. 



Monday Morning. 
My Dear Wife : I have broken open my If^tter this morn- 
ing to say to you, " do just as you please " about going to 
Mr. Cunningham's. You can go as soon as you please and 
send Jim ba<3k to kill the hogs and salt up the meat. Let him 
ride one of the horses back and leave the carriage and other 
horse at Mr. Cunningham's ; and when he returns for you he 
can drive my buggy and mare and lead the other horse, so 
that I may have an opportunity of getting back, for we all 
could not return in the carriage. This, after all, may be the 
best arrangement, and will suit you best, but select good 
weather for going down, and write me before you go and after 
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you get down, for I shall be anxious to hear how you got down. 

Yours truly, B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C, Sunday Night. 

My Dear Liz : I will write you a few lines to-night, aslshall 
not have an opportunity of doing so to-morrow, before the 
mail closes. I sat down to write you a letter two hours since, 
but persons have been calling at my room ever since, and I 
now will have time only to write you a very hurried epistle. 

You have no doubt heard of the death of Mr. Wm.E.Havne. 
I was told of his paralysis by Colonel Bee, who came down 
with us in the stage from Greenville. Mr. Henry L. Pinckney 
'nformed me to-night that he was dead. This isasad calam- 
ity to his family and to your mother. It will now become 
necessary for some one else to take charge of your mother's 
bonds., etc. You have no doubt heard all the particulars. 

Mr. Pinckney informs me your cousin Francis Hayne was 
married to Mr. Sharpe, but he said nothing further about the 
match. 

We had a very pleasant ride down herein the stage. Ware, 
Walke^, Duncan, Col. Bee, Messrs. Young, Moore and Lester. 
We ate up all of j^our cakes, etc., and your praises were highly 
sounded as a good wife, in providing for us, etc. Tlie stage 
broke down with us about ten miles from Columbia, but w^e 
mended it with poles and came on . In jumping out of the stage 
I hurt Colonel Bainard Bee in the breast. He was in great 
pain for awhile, but he is better. The Colonel apologized for 
not ca'Ung to see us, etc. I found him quite a pleasant gen- 
tleman. He talked a great deal and about a great variety of 
things, and amongst other things his relationship to you, etc. 

I have got a fine room at May bin's, and Ware, Duncan and 
Walker have another one all together. The house is g/eatly 
TQiproved and I am to keep the room as long as I wish it. 

It is thought that Aiken will be (TOA?ernor. 

I have met a gT-eat many of my old friends, and they all 
seem glad that I am in the Senate. Mr. Pope and Colonel 
Fair have said that the gentlemen p;fenerally will consider me 
as in some measure their representative, no matter in what 
district they reside. 
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I hope to hear from you Wednesday night, and hear you 
are all well. 1 hope the children are well and that you have 
had no more scares. You are too easily frightened. Kiss the 
children for me. What about the torchb'ght procchbion? 

Mr. Samuel Earle has just been in my room. His election I 
think pretty certain. 

I must now bid you good-night. God bless you, my dear 
wife. Your loving husband, B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C, Tuesday Morning. 

My DEAr Liz : I must write you whenever I can, and there- 
fore I will have to write the day before the stage leaves. I 
have a few moments of leisure this morning, before br'^akfast, 
and will avail myself of the opportunity of writing to my wife 
and children. 

Yesterday morning I saw Colonel Martin, who said that 
Mr. Hayne's friends requested him to ask me to write and in- 
form you of the particulars of his death. I told him I had 
already done so. I understand Mr. Hayne was in perfect 
health when the paralysis came on. He attempted to raise up 
a window and his right side became paralized and he fell to 
the floor. I hope, however, your mother has received letters 
from some of the family. 

I made my debut in the Senate yesterday in a short speech 
on the contested election between Hibben and Rliett, wh^ch 
was well received . Have you seen the puff of me in the Ch avles- 
ton Courier ? It was written by Qilmore Simms. Judge Frost 
told me yesterday he was really glad to see me in the Senate, 
and that njy election gave great gratification to my friends 
in the. lower country, and that they were many. Almost every 
one I have met has said to me that they were pleased to see 
me back in the Legislature. Colonel Pickens spoke to me as I 
went up to qualify, and said he was glad to meet me; that we 
had both got to be old men at the same time— alluding to our 
coming into the Senate together. 

Judge Evans inquired very kindly after you, and so did 
Judges Butler and O'Neal. I gave the letter to Mr. Seabrook 
and also to Mr. Roper, both of whom inquired very kindly 
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after you all, and Anne in particular. I had a long talk last 
niffht with Henry L. Pinckuey, who also inquired after you all. 
He is very much like Frances Hayne. I could but think of 
P^rances all the time I was talking to him ; his nose, lips, ex- 
pression of the eyes, etc. I found Pinckney a very pleasant 
man. His views and feelings, as expressed on every subject, 
were correct and honorable. He agreed with me very well in 
politics, and I was disposed to like him. 

I have taken a seat in the Senate with Mr. Young. He left 
his seat and came over to where we both could sit together. 
I like Mr. Young very much. He is a noble fellow and pure 
hearted man . I lo ve purity and sincerity, and will make those 
only my friends who possess those qualities. 

The breakfast bell is now ringing, and I must close this very, 

4CX0JUA<^ery hasty sepoll. I have bought the finest trunk jou ever 

saw—a large traveling trunk ($22.) It will last us our lives 

and be a trunk for our children. I have also had to buy acra- 

vat, pair of gloves, and shall have to purchase handkerchiefs. 

You have no idea how much I wish to see you and the chil- 
dren and how glad I shall be to receive a letter from you. God 
bless you. B. F. P. 



Columbia, S. C, Wednesday Night. 

My Dear Liz : 1 have just received your letter written Sun- 
day night. Major Butler goes up to Greenville in the morn- 
ing, and has promised to carry this letter for me. I have 
therefore deferred writing to you till I could answer your let- 
ter by to-night's mail. 

I am glad to hear you and the children are all well and the 
servants and animals are also well, and that you are all get- 
ting on well. You have before this time received my permis- 
sion to go to Mr. Cunningham's, so you are well pleased on 
that subject ; but really, I think you are going to make them 
a visitation with your children, servants and horses. You 
had better send Jim with one of the horses back, and when he 
returns for you he can drive down my horse and buggy and 
lead the horse behind the buggy. 

I willsend Susan's watch by Butler, he did not let me know 
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he was g'oing until this evening, and I have had no opportu- 
nity of sending anything. The box I brought down I sent to 
Charleston by Elford, who promised to convey it to Mrs. 
Hayne. Elford told me that he and Sharpe are second 
cousins. 

I saw Colonel Keith this evening, and he inquired very kindly 
after ** Cousin Susan and her daughters." Mrs. Keith is with 
him. They are on a visit to her neice. Chancelor Harper in- 
inquired very kindly after Anne the other day. 

I cannot give you any more particulars than I have, as to 
the death of Mr. Hayne. Colonel Taylor has gone down. I 
suppose his family were all present. His death is indeed a loss 
to his family and also to your mother. It would be proper 
for your mother to see about her bonds, etc., in his hands. 
She had better write to some one about it. If it is necessary, 
I will go to Charleston for her. She must write to me. 

To-morrow I have to make ray speech in the Senate on giv- 
ing the election of electors to the people. I have already spo- 
ken several times, and I think I did pretty well. I feel some 
anxiety about my speech to-morrow. There is very little to 
do in the Senate — not one-half that is done in the House, nor 
is there one-half of the speaking. 

A resolution was introduced to-day for the Legislature to 
adjourn until Monday, the 16th. This will interfere with our 
spending Christmas at Mr. Cunningham's. But I do not think 
the resolution will be agreed to. I have no idea that they 
will adjourn before Friday, the 20th. 

I will send you **The Gift of 1845,'' by Butler, containing 
Simms' Greenville story. Moore and Lester will return to 
Greenville next Sunday night, and I will send my old trunk 
up by them, with some books in it, etc. They are to be ex- 
amined tp-morrow. 

You need not talk to .me about home I There is no place in 
the world so sweet as home, with your wife and children, and 
how I should like to be there to-night. God bless you. Kiss 
the children. I have a sore throat and cold. 

Yours, etc., B. F. Perry. 
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Columbia, S. C, Friday Morning. 

My Dear Liz : As I suppose you would like to hear from 
me, although I have nothing to write, I will not omit send- 
ing a letter by the mail, which closes this evening. 

I have written to Wells pretty much all that we have done 
in the Senate, which you will see in the Mountaineer. But we 
do comparatively nothing in the Senate to what is done in 
the other House. Yesterday we had a short discussion on 
Colonel Pickens' resolutions. He came to me and asked me if 
I concurred with him, and on being told that I did, he re- 
quested me to reply to Colonel Moses, which I did in a short 
speech. After the Senate adjourned he requested me to ride 
with him in his carriage, and seemed very cordial and kind. 
He and the Khett party have split and have no kind feelings 
for each other. 

I received your letter by Weduesday's mail, and was much 
gratified to learn you were all well. How much I wished to 
be present and see you all arranged in the dining room whilst 
you were writing. Your description called everything to my 
mind very forcibly. There is no place like home, after all, es- 
pecially when one has a wife and children at that home that 
they love so ardently as I do mine. 

By the by, how do you come on with the servants? I hope 
they all behave themselves and give you no trouble. The 
children you can manage. How are the horses, cows and 
hogs? 1 hope Jim will take care of everything. 

I saw Burt on his way to Washington. He seemed very 
glad to meet me. His hair and whiskers are turning gray 
most rapidly. 

I think Mr. Aiken will be elected Governor, and I shall vote 
for him. I gave the letters to Messrs. Seabrook and Koper. 
Mr. Koper gave me one for your mother. 

Mr. Sam Earle is not so good at electioneering as some of 
his competitors, and if he does not mind he will be hard 
pushed. The election between Elford and Butler is very un- 
certain. They are beginning to be a little excited with each 
other. Ware and Duncan are very much pleased with their 
situation, and I suppose Walker too. I never taw so many 
candidates before in my life. There are at least fifty to carry 
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the votes to Washington. Barclay's father came and spoke 
to me and inquired after his son. He looks something like 
his son and has the Scotch accent. 

I have gained an important case — old Mr. McElroy's case 
in Equity. You remember he once took you for my daughter. 
I have succeeded entirely for the old man and amproudot it. 
Mr. Sullivan was on the other side. 

You see I have made up a letter in some sort of a way ; so 
God bless you and the children. 

Your affectionate husband, B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C, Friday Night. 

My Dear Wife : I have just received your letter and have 
not much to write in reply. 

All day I have been engaged in the Court of Appeals. All of 
my cases have been disposed of except one, which I attend to 
for Mr. Dean. The result of them I know not. 

Yesterday was a day of great excitement in both Houses. 
The members seemed to be crazy on the subject of the Massa- 
chusetts Mission . The House of Kepresentati ves passed a res- 
olution expelling Mr. Hoar, with but one dissenting vote (Col- 
onel Memminger.) In the Senate, your husband vf as the on] j 
man who opposed them. I stood alone against the whole 
Senate, and I made a most exciting speech. There were a 
great many members who thought with me, but had not the 
boldness to act with me. This vote has given Colonel Mem- 
mingerand myself quite a distinction—a minority of one. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eoberts and Mr. and Mrs. Mauldin are here, 
and will leave in the morning. I will send this letter by them. 
I suppose you will be gone to Mr. Cunningham's before I write 
to you again. I hope you will take good care of yourself and 
the children and make Jim take care of the horses. When he 
carries you down he can return and wait till the day before 
Christmas, then go back to Cunningham's and drive down 
my horse and buggy. 

If I can, I will get Moore to take my old trunk up to Green- 
ville with him. But there is such a crowd going up that I am 
afraid he cannot do so. 
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Frank Burt has beaten Sam Earle for Treasurer. Colonel 
Anderson has been elected Superintendent of Public Works. 
The Governor's election comes on to-morrow. Aiken's chance 
is the best. 

You must write me as soon as you arrive at Mr. Cunning- 
ham's. I shall feel very anxious to hear from you. 

I have just hr.d a visit from old George. He is cooking at 
Clark's Hotel. John's son Thomas also paid me a visit yes- 
terday and inquired after his father. Thomas appears to be 
a very well disposed boy and looks pretty well, you can tell 
John. 

I have written you so often that I ha ve not much to write 
about, but will have the more to tell you when we meet, which 
will be the Sunday before Christmas, at the farthest. 

God bless you and the dear children. Kiss them all forme. 
How I should like to see them ! 

Yours truly, my dear wife, B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C, Dec. 8th, 1844. 

My Dear Wipe : I received your letter this evening and it 
gave me pleasure. 

I think a little recreation would be of service to you and the 
children. I have no doubt you would enjoy a short visit to 
Mr. Cunningham's, and I desire you to go, provided the 
weather is good. But do not think of traveling in bad 
weather. Select your time, and start when the weather is 
settled. You can go Thursday or Friday if you see proper. 
Jim can return home and bring down my buggy. I shall be 
at Laurens Court House Sunday 22d, in the morning. It may 
be that the Legislature will adjourn before that day, or rather 
so that I may be there sooner, but this is uncertain. We will 
fix on that day. You can make Jim return by that time. I 
do not wish to stay longer than three days at Cunningham's, 
nor will I. If you go down there it will be out of the question 
for you to leave Cunningham's before I come for you. They 
will not let you. 

The election for Governor is over. Aiken is elected after five 
ballotings. He gave a treat the evening after his election, 
but it waj3 not equal to yours. 
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I have been writing* to a great many of my constituents 
since I have been here — Major Berry, Colonel Brockman, Col- 
onel Johnston, Major Goodlett, Blasingame, Whitten, Colo- 
nel Barton, Dr. Crook, Dr. Irvine, Oliver Barrett and others. 
I have sent documents to a great many. So you see I am 
following your advice. 

I met Governor Kichardson the other day, who said he did 
not know I was old enough to be in the Senate. Every one 
congratulates me on my appearance, so I think I must be 
getting younger. 

Mr. Wells has not received one of my letters, or, if he did, 
he has not published it ; the letter contains the second and 
third days proceedings of the Legislature, in which I mention 
Colonel Maybin's hotel, etc. 

I wa43 disappointed in sending my trunk by last stage as it 
was full and Moore did not go up in the stage. I hope you 
have seen Mr. and Mrs. Mauldin and Mr. and Mrs. Koberts. 
I saw them whilst here. 

I am glad to hear that Will learns better than he did. I 
have not yet purchased the presents. 

Whenever I look at Colonel McWillie I am reminded of 
Frank. They look very much alike. 

Colonel Ware, Duncan and Walker are all well. I have no 
further news to write you. God bless you and the children. 
Good-night. 

Your husband, B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C, Dec. 9th, 1844. 

My Dear Wife: I have just seen Mr. Burt, who informs 
me that he will go up in the Greenville stage to-morrow morn- 
ing. This gives me an opportunity of writing you again, 
put a letter in the postofflce for you this morning. Since that 
time the Legislature has determined to adjourn on Wednes- 
day, the 18th ; so 1 shall be at Laurens Court House Friday 
morning, the 20tl I. If you go down to Cunningham's .you must 
make arrangements to send for me on that day to Laurens 
Court House. 

I do not believe that we shall be able to take Christmas din- 
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ner with Mr. Cunningham. It will be too long for me to stay. 
We can spend a day or two there after I arrive, and then 
come on home. This will do jnst as well as to spend Christ- 
mas with them. Yon had better start down the day after 
you receive this letter, if the weather be good ; but if tbe 
weather is bad, do not go at all. 

I understand yon have sc^arlet fevh»r in the village. Mrs. 
Walker writes to her dearly beloved that their son has had it 
very badly. Be careful about the children catching it, and 
take good care of them on the road. 

I have been in court to-day and have gained Mrs. Field's 
case, also another from Pickens, in which three men werecon- 
victed of hog stealing. My other cases not yet decided. This 
case of Mi-s. Field's will be worth |100 more to me by a new 
trial. 1 now have to go down to the State House to attend 
the Committee on Finance and Banks, of which I am Chair- 
man, so I must close this letter. 

In regard to your visit, do as you please; go when yon 
please, but do not travel in bad weather. 

Your husband, with love and affection, 

B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C, December, Friday, 1844. 
My Dear Liz: I hope you have arrived safely at Mr. Cun- 
ningham's, andl shall therefore address this letter to Water- 
loo. I feel anxious to hear how you and the children made 

out in your journey. But you are a great manager and I 
have no doubt got on very well. Y^ou have beautiful weather. 
By the by, you are this morning, about this time, 8 o'clock, 
setting off from Goldsmith's. 

I did not write you by the last mail, because I knew the let- 
ter could not reach Greenville before you had started, nor 
had I time to write. I have been excessively engaged for sev- 
eral days past, and shall still be until the Legislature ad- 
journs, and you may not perhaps hear from me again. 

My bill giving the election of elec*:ors to the people has un- 
dergone a long discussion and been rejected in the Senate by 
a vote of twenty-five to seventeen. I opened the debate. Col- 
onel Pickens replied in a very warm and excellent speech on 
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hte side. Colonel Thompson spoke next, on uiysfde. Colonel 
Dargan replied on the other side, in a long and most elabo- 
rate speech. This excited me to another effort. Colonel Pres- 
ton came to rae in the Senate Chamber, and gave me his views 
and went ojB and hunted up all the authorities for me. H^ 
brought young Mr. Blauding and introduced him to me, who 
also furnished me with some additional facts. The debate 
was adjourned till next day. In the meantime, Colonel Pres- 
ton sent me more books. I went back fully prepared and made 
a speech of an hour and a haJf in length, which all friends and 
opponents admit did me great credit. A great many persons 
have appealed to me to have the speech published. I shall 
do so as soon as I have time to write it off. The Senate 
Chamber was almost empty when I took the floor. Before I 
concluded there was a dense crowd all around me, listening 
with profound attention. I felt that I was making a good 
Hpeech,and my replies to Colonel Dargan and Colonel Pickens 
were very happy and appropriate. 

1 will now give you an acH^ouut of two parties which I at- 
tended last night and the night before. The Governor, after 
his inauguration, gave a magniBcent democratic party at 
Colonel Maybin's hotel. There were a thousand persons pres- 
ent. They drank eighteen hundred bottles of champagne, 
besides other wjnes and brandy! The supper was a hand- 
some one and must have cost a great deal. The drawing- 
room wa« covered around the walls with flags, banners, 
transparencies, etc, There was a painting in one end of the 
room with the names of all the Governors of South Carolina, 
with Aiken at their head, showing through a transparency, 

There were not many ladles. The Hamptons and Single- 
tons were there, however, and some others. Before night I 
received a message from a lady that she desired to be Intro- 
duced to me that evening at the Governor's party. So I 
brjjshed qp and went Into the ball-room about 10 o'clock, 
af;ter returning from the State House. I was escorted through 
an almost impenetrable crowd to Mrs. EUett, the wife of a 
professor in college, and a very literary lady who writes for 
all the magazines, reviews, etc. You have seen many of her 
articles in the Democratic Review. She is not only literary. 
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but very handsome, about thirty — I believe ladies never fjcet 
beyond that age. She took my arm and we commenced a 
promenade in the long piazza. The other ladies and gentle- 
men followed. We had quite a literary talk I found her 
very agreeable. She made me promise to collect some infor- 
mation connected with Colonel Cleveland's life and character. 
Whilst promenading with Mrs. Ellett I met General Canty 
with a lady on his arm — about forty, with a pleasant, smiling 
face, bearing still the vestiges of former beauty. I thought I 
had seen her, but could not recall either name, time or place. 
In the course of the evening I asked General Canty who she 
was. He said to me, '" She is an acquaintance of yours. Says 
she remembers you very well, and that perhaps you might 
remember her as Mrs. Ciipps,'^ I took the General's arm and 
w as immediately introduced to her. I saw her fifteen or six- 
teen years ago, at William Mauldin's wedding in Georgetown. 
She told me that she had frequently seen me since. She once 
heard me make a speech in the Legislature on the Duelling 
Bill ; that she saw me at Greenville, etc. Poor woman ! You 
know her sad fate: married, as her second husband, a drunk- 
ard, and separated. 

Last night 1 received an invitation from Colonel and the 
Misses Hampton. Colonel Harleston and myself went to- 
gether — ^four miles and a half. We started after 8 o'clock, got 
lost and arrived there just at 10 o'clock — quite a fashionable 
hour ! When we came within a half mile of the house we saw 
immense torchlights on each side of the road and negroen 
standing to add fuel. The road was perfectly lighted. On 
the gate posts, a quarter of a mile from the house, there 
were large lamps burning. The lawn loading up to the house 
and all the circuitous walks in front of the house were lighted 
with lamps. I suppose at least one thousand. It looked like 
the starry firmament— brilliant indeed. Colonel Hampton's 
residence is a magnificent one and looks like an English no- 
bleman's palace. I cannot undertake to describe it to you in 
a letter. The company had all assembled. We w^ere asked 
into a wide entr^', and on each hand there appeared to be 
rooms, as far as the eye could see. Filled with all the elite of 
Columbia, the Legislature and a large portion of the State. 
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There were wealth, and fawhion, and beauty. Colonel Hamp- 
ton met us and carried us through the smiling crowd to his 
daughters and gave us an introduction. They were dancing, 
waltzing and flirting, and talking all around. I knew most 
of the gentlemen present, but few of the ladies. I saw a lady 
dancing with Middleton who looked pretty, but somewhat 
faded, and I said to Mr. Bull, who was standing by my side, 
''What lady is that dancing with Middleton?" ''That is 
Mrs. Bull," was his reply. I saw Miss Pride. She went to 
Europe the last season, with Colonel Davie. Your cousin 
Alston Hayne was there and quite a dancer. 

The supper was the most bountiful affair I ever saw— mag- 
nificent yet graceful. The tables were arranged in circles all 
around the room ; in the center a splendid column of ever- 
greens, etc. But I will not describe. Leave this for a con- 
versation. I left as the company were breaking up, at 1 
o'clock, got home at two, and woke up this morning at six. 
P^eel quite well. Have to be in the Court House at 10, to ar- 
gue a case from Spartanburg, and in the Senate at 11. 

Since I have been writing it has clouded over and we have 
appearance of rain. I feel for you and the dear little children 
and think of your lonely condition on the road. I hope how- 
ever, it will not rain to-day. This day week I shall meet you, 
and I assure you that I shall quit this place with great pleas- 
ure. After my return home I shall have to go to Charleston, 
perhaps in January, to argue a ca.se in the Court of Appeals- 
Mrs. Mayrant's case. The court has not time to dispose of 
it here. Colonel Hunt and the Attorney General are em- 
ployed against me. We have made an arrangement to take 
it up whenever I go down. What say you to going with me? 
Now is your time. The only objection is the season of the 
year, but that is nothing if you go down in the stage. Think 
of it. We can carry all the children with us. 

I must now go into court. You must give my respects to 
Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham and Miss Pamela. Tell her I have 
given her manuscript to Dr. Arnold. My friend Simms is 
about starting a magazine again. If he does, it will afford 
Miss Pamela and myself an opportunity of making use of the 
manuscript. Kiss all the children for me and believe me, 

Your affectionate husband, B. F. Perry. 
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Columbia, S. C, May 80, IBM. 

Mv DpAK Lyz: The mail closes tp^morrow evening, and in 
the morning f shall be busy, so I must write yot to-night. It 
is better to hear from n)e a day too soon than not at all. I 
hoi^e to hear froin you to-morrow evening, If I do not I 
shall be isadly disappointed, 

I have made a considerable pqrchase of books, 1q.w ancj 
iftiscellaneoiis, and Mr. McCarter, the book^ljer, is m mqcli 
pleased with my custou) that he bo^ made yoii a hd.ndsome 
present. I do not know whp^t it Js, but }t is a large book of 
pictures. He has wrapped it up and put It with my other 
books. I thought it would not be right to ask him what It 
wa«. It looks like it might be *' Lady Blessington's Book Qf 
Beauties." 

* 

I have been trying to get a hat for Will, but they are rather 
small. I think you must have giyen me too large a measure, 
J see some beautiful Leghorn hats, about one inch smaller 
than your measui*e. Write me whether they will do. It 
seems to me that they wjll. 

I saw Colonel Herndpn's wife the other day; met her and 
him in the streets, Sl^e is good-lookjng, genteel and rather 
handsome, and possesses an intelligent face, Her appearance 
was pimple ^ud modest, and I was pleaded with the gl£|>nce I 
l^aid of her, I mvist go P'Wd call on her before I leave, 

I saw General Thompson this morning in court, He goes 
pn Thursday ne?:t. I have ^een nothing of Mrs. TbomjiSQH 
sjnce I wrote you, nor have I peen Taylor pr wife and fp.mily^ 

I dp pot know when I shall retiiTO. It Is very dpuhtfnl 

• 

whether ^nj of m^ cases wJll be reached ^t ftU this co^rt, I 
piajr stay till the lapt pf ne^t weeH, wd all for nothing, 

1 haye drf|,wn the Bill in Equity fqr Mr, Watsoq agai^8t 
^. Mayr^nt; but Chancellor Harper is pJcH ^X\d they are ^ot 
likely to have any court ftt Sumter. Jt i^ very doubtful 
whether Chancellor Harper will ever bie p^ble to t^ke the Cir- 
cuit again. He is now at the Glenq Springs ^nd ha^ uothieen 
able to come here* Judge O'Neal is also unwelU but ia ix\ 
court. Judge Evans looks very well and inquired particular- 
ly after you. Judge Frost looks well. I told him I thought 
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his judicial honors agreed with him. Judg-e Butler looks i^ 
little rough. 

We have now a flue rain falling, and it has been plea^saut 
every day since I have been here. Mr. Young has gone to 
Charleston and says he may not be able to pay me. 

I have bought me some law paper, also a very neat little 
shaving or dressing case, with all the appurtenances. 

What presents shall I bring you and the children? A doll 
for Anna, hat for Will, a rattle for Frank and Mr. McCarter's 
book of pictures for you ? Will that do ? I want to see you 
and the children very much. How often I think of you in the 
midst of business! — and I have been very busy since I have 
been here. Mr. Dean has sent me some cases to attend to in 
the Coui*t of Appeals, and says I shall be well paid if success- 
ful ; Leitner has sent me some ; I have some for Townes, and 
Young has left some of his with me; so I am a sort of general 
agent. Good-night. Yours truly, B. F. Perry. 

lam on the committee to examine law students to-morrow. 



Laurens C. H., March 11th, 1845. 

My Dear Liz : It is now half after 10 o'clock in the night, 
and I have just finished my pleadings in three several cases 
of slander which are to be tried here this week. 

I write you a line to inform you that I may not be at home 
till the latter part of the week. I have been employed to-day 
in the management of an important case and we are to argue 
it to-morrow. Young and myself on one side and Irby and 
Sullivan on the other. My fees will be f 100. I have been 
employed in four other cases of great importance. Three of 
them will probably be tried this court and the fourth next 
court. I have also another case here in which I was em- 
ployed last court, and a cai^e of some importance. It will 
likewise be tried this week. You perceive I am doing well 
from home. My practice here is valuable to me. 

I am very anxious to hear from you and the children, but 
suppose and hope you are all better. If the children become 
worse, you must write to me and I will return immediately. 

Judge Wardlaw is presiding, and I find him pleasant and 
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agreeable. I have not seen or heard from Mr. Cunningham. 
As soon as I can possibly leave here I will, but that is very 
uncertain. I have nothing worth writing and it is so late I 
must conclude. Yours truly and affectionately, 

B. F. Perry. 



Laurens C. H., Tuesday Night. 

My Dear Liz : I have sat down to thank you for your very 
acceptable letter this evening by Dr. Palmer. It contains a 
great deal of news and gave me great satisfaction . When from 
home I am always anxious to know how you and the children 
are doing, and nothing gives me more pleasure than such in- 
formation. 

I had the pleasure, as you requested in your letter, of being- 
polite to Mrs. Palmer. I had her invited to sup with the 
Judge and lawyers. She sat next to me at the table, and we 
had considerable talk. The Doctor seemed quite sociable 
also. Mrs. Palmer told of you and your mother's cake, etc. 
The company is all gone from the Mansion House. I was in 
court and did not see the Middletons as they passed down in 
the stage. 

Judge Frost came up in the stage, and lost between New- 
berry and this place his trunk with all of his clothes and f 150 
in cash. The trunk dropped off the stage. He sent back for 
it, but can hear nothing of it. Some one has picked it up and 
appropriated it, leaving the Judge without a clean shirt and 
nothing but a very shabby suit of clothes on his back. I lent 
him my razor and offered him a shirt, but he procured one 
from the store and has a shirt washed every day. He says he 
will make Captain Ward pay for his loss. The straps of the 
leather boot containing his trunk were not buckled. He is a 
very pleasant, agreeable gentleman, and a pretty good Judge. 

I recei ved a short letter from Miss Pamela this morning, with 
a package of books for her Greenville subscribers, and amongst 
them is Mrs. Poinsett. You say Mrs. P. is not a subscriber. 
I have a book for her anyhow. Pamela writes from Abbeville 
C. H., and is still very feeble. Sends her love to you and the 
children and wishes you to copy from my Curwen Journal all 
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the corrections she made with a pen into the copies sent lier 
Greenville subscribers. The indictment a^'ainst Mr. Cunning- 
ham for whipping young Bowen is going on and will be tried 
next court. 

I received a letter to-day from Sam Earie on the subject of 
the railroad, etc. The people do not seem to take much inter- 
est in the matter here. They are all absorbed in the corn 
meetings, etc. 

None of my cases have been tried yet, and I shall be here all 
the week. 

General Thompson told me as we came down that Butler 
and Miss Jones were going to be married. 

I have exchanged my gold chain for another one. It broke, 
and I found all the links were wearing and worn out. I have 
a very beautiful one in exchange, something like yours, and 
I gave $4 to boot. I. hooe you have received and taken care 
of my plows and straw cutter. As President of the Agricul- 
tural Society I shall have the honor of introducing the first 
subsoil plow ever in Greenville district, and also the first plow 
of another df»scription. I bought them to use and show at 
the agricultural meeting and Fair. I have received a present 
of a valuable book on agricultural chemistry, by Johnston. 

Tell the servants to gather the peas and clear as much as 
possible before I get home. Thank PVank for his letter. Gen-"* Wt/X«-e. 
eral Thompson saw him beating the drum on Saturday and 
says he is a '^born Democrat, ^^ Tell Anna and Frank howdj-^ 
and kiss them all. Miss Crawford's expression is in charac- 
ter, and the next time let her invitation be delayed still lon- 
ger. The news from Colonel Hoke is good. 1 am "grateful" 
to you for your letter. Good-night— near 10 o'clock. 

Your affectionate husband, B. F. Perry. 



Laurens C. H., Thursday Night. 

My Dear Liz: As I shall not be able to return home before 

Sunday, I will write you a few lines. Nothing yet has been 

done with my cases, and I atd very tired of waiting. My 

great apprehension is that after staying all the week I shall 
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not t>e able to reaHi theiii. I have three very important 
hlaiider eaHe» and the o;reat Will cane all ready for trial. 

I Ha\\' Mr. and Mrs. Allnton and Mian (ladHden laHt ni^ht. 
They npoke highly of you and yonr kindneHH to them, praised 
Will, etc. I »ee a good many jwrHotiH pasning down the coun- 
try. The dancing manter Fu^ss went on tluH morning. 

I have procured a box of seedH and wheat of an extraordi- 
nary chara<-ter which waw ordered from thf* North. I will now 
))lant wheat thin fall, wliirh I did not intend doii»g, but whicli 
you winhed me to do. Tlie grasH Heedri I am hicky in getting:. 
I have had a great deal of agricultural talk with Judge Fro8t. 
It in now after 11 o'clock. 

It would give me great j)leaHure if I was at home with you 
and the children. My farm iw now another inducement to be 
at home. My wife, my children, my office and my farm are all 
great attractions for me— the office the least of all and yet 
the most profitahh. 

I ho])e John is well, so I can put Charles to work when I re- 
turn. 

It is so late in the night I must (conclude. In the morning, 
if I havelime,! will write a note to Will and Annaand Frank. 

Yours truly and affectionately. Good-night, 

B. F. Pekky. 



Columbia, S. C, May 10th, 1845. 

My Deak liiz: I have just seen the Postmaster and re- 
quested him to let me mail a letter, although the hour has 
♦ xpired. I have therefore but a few minutes to write you in. 

You did not write me by the last mail, but Colonel Butler 
and Rowland informed me that vou were all well- They in- 
form me of the verv sudden death of Mrs. Chick. 

From ])resent appearances we shall not be abletoi'each the 
cases at all frc^m the Western Circuit, and if so you may look 
for nie at home Friday night. I will have to stay till W^ed- 
nesday, as I am on the committee to examine students on 
that day. We shall then determine whether it is worth while 
foi- us to stay or not any longer. The Court of Errors will oc- 
cupy two weeks and the remainder of the month will be con- 
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sumed with the Southern and Middle CiiruitH. My busineHH in 
the Court of Errors is through with. 

I have purchased a pair of candlestickH for chamber use, 
price f4. My other purchases you are informed of and you 
did not desire anything in your last letter. By the by, your 
letter was one of great interest and gave me much pleasure. 
Your troubles now are War and 3'our Box. 1 suppose Butler 
Thompson has returned before this time and relieved you of 
the latter trouble. In regard to the first, yon need be under 
no dread. 

I wrote Wells a long letter for The Mountaineer yesterday 
and went to church, which is the reason I did not write you 
— but I had nothing to write about. 

I saw Dr. Davis last week, who said he wished me to ride out 
some evening^nd see him. 

The lawyers from the country are now coming in. Colonel 
Fair came down this morning Butler and Rowland go to 
Charleston in the morning and will return the last of the 
week. 

I would give a great deal to see you and the (*hildren. It 
would never do for me to be a member of Congress. I should 
find it impossible to stay in Washington the whole winter un- 
less you and the children were with me. 

We have had a fine rain, and I wa^s truly glad to hear you 
had rain in Greenville. The rain iw now falling and I must 
conclude my letter and send it to the postoffice, or it will not 
reach Greenville before I do myself. 

Kiss the children for me, and tell them I will bring them all 
something. Yours truly, etc., 

B. F. Pkrry. 

Columbia, S. C, May, Wednesday. 
My Dear Liz: I have only time to write you a few lines, 
and I hope to hearfrom you this evening. There are so many 
of you at home that I feel more Interest in hearing from you 
than you can possibly feel in hearing from me. \"ou or some 
of the children may be sickorsoraethin*: may have hapi)ened. 
This always makes me anxious to hear from you every mail, 
when absent from home. 
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I have been very miKthenjiraged since I have been here. Two 
<rf my cases in the Court of Errors have been argued and 
a third will be to-morrow. I shall then be at leisure until the 
appeals from the Western Circuit are taken up, which I fear 
will not be for two weeks. Mr. Young vva« sick and did not 
come down with me in the stage. I engaged Colonel Preston 
to tflke his place on our will case from Laurens. Colonel Pres- 
ton hadasimilar case from Union and was therefore prepared. 
He made a fine argument and I think I did the same, and we 
hope to gain the case, but all things are uncertain in law. 

The Charleston lawy.-rs are here — Pettigru, Baily, Mem- 
minger, etc. I find Colonel Xfartin here also, and the Beaufort 
lawyers. Martin has a big will case, also, in the Court o^ 
Errors, in which he and Pettigru will get a fee of $2,000 or 
♦3,000, if they succt^ed. That, howevr^r, is verydoubtful. 

I have bought you'' Notes on Cuba'' and ** Housekeeping.'' 
The beads and soap not yet purchased, but shall bi^ I have 
also engaged me a suit of summer clothes, very genteel and 
from a very fashionable tailor; price f 39— sack coat. 

Tell Will that his friend Mr. Summer inquired very kindly 
about him and says the puppies shall be sent him next fall. 
He asked me whv I did not bring Will with me. 

Mr. Barclay called to see me last night and says he is com- 
ing to Greenville this summer and will expect to take your 
portrait. 

Judge Richardson and Chancellor Harper are both absent 
and sick. Chancellor Dunkin told me he saw Colonel Arthur 
Hayne the other day, who told him he was going to Green- 
ville shortly. 

We had a very dusty time coming down. Sam Earle came 
with nie and Judge O'Neall, from Newberry; also ColoneJ 
Irby. Mr. Elias Earle is still here. I did not get to see Colonel 
('oleman as he passed through Columbia. 

1 h()|>e you and your household are getting on smoothly. 
Write me as often as you can and let me know what you are 
all doing, etc. 

Kiss the children for me and tell Anna 1 will buy herapretty 
frock and Will something. Tell Frank he must learn to talk 
licfore I return. Yours truly and sincerely, 

B. F. Perry. 
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Columbia, S. C, Friday Morning. May, 1845. 

My Dear Liz : I hope to hear from you to-night. The last 
mail I had the same hope, but was disappointed. I will write 
you a few lines this morning, before I breakfast, so that you 
may not be disappointed on Sunday night. 

But I have nothing to write except about my cases, and I 
am suro this must be rather a dull subject to you, however 
interesting it is to me whilst they are being tried. I know 
nothing as yet as to the result of any of them. Colonel Pi-es- 
ton told me yesterday evening that the Judges were equally 
divided on Teague's \VilI,Jand that they would probably wait 
until they got a full court, and have it re-argued. 

I went to Colonel Preston's ofBce, yesterday evening, which 
is in an old and little building ba(;k of the Court House and 
in the second story. It was, altogether, a most comfortless 
lookingroom. I found the Colonel sittingalone, without coat, 
waistcoat or cravat. When I went in he put on an old Osna- 
burgb, hunting shirt. I could but think to myself, "Here is the 
greH.t and eloquent South Carolina Senator who has made, and 
Justly made, such a figure in the world !" We commenced talk^ 
ing about our cases and Mr. Pettigrew. came in. They were 
preparing for an argument inagreatcase which comes on to- 
day about General Hamilton's property. Colonel Preston 
made, tlie day before yesterday, one of the finest and richest 
arguments I ever heard, in a case of Taylor vs. Taylor. The 
estate was worth $200,000. An old Englishman by the name 
of Taylor, some sixty or seventy years old, married a beau- 
tiful young lady about sixteen years old, by the name of Rob- 
erts, cousin of Miss Roberts, who was in Greenville summer be- 
fore last. Taylor died leaving an infant child. He gave his 
wife the interest on f 30,000 during her life, and the whole es- 
tate to his child. The widow was trying to break the will and 
is now engaged to be married. Her intended husband was a 
witness in the case and resides in Savannah. If the will is 
broken she will get $70,000 to dispose of as she pleases, in- 
stead of the interest on $30,000. Mr. Pettigru said it was 
'* a contest between youth and beauty on the one side, and 
age and jealousy on the other." This is the case in which 
Colonel Martin is engaged. 
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I have disposed of all my cases in the Court of Errors and 
am now waiting for those in the Court of Appeals. I have 
been very much interested and edified by the arguments which 
have been made by Preston, Pettigru, DeTreville, Bailey and 
Colcock. It is a fine school for a lawver, and I am not able to 
say when I shall be able to return. 

I have made the folio wing additional purchases: twostrands 
of beads, one for you and one for Susan ; three cakes of Ma- 
rine soap and two cakes of Chinese soap— all floating soap ; 
a pipe which is a real curiosity and will do for a chimney or- 
nament, a pen knife, two bundles of perfumery to put in 
your clothes and a vial of perfumery. That is all. 

Last night I went to hear the Orphean family sing, and 
was very much pleased. They are two men and two women, 
brothers and sisters — big, awkward Yankee people, and ugly 
withal — but they have wonderful voices. Oneof the family im- 
itates the highest key of the piano, the flute, etc. 

The weather is now cool and rather pleasant, but very dusty. 
If you wish me to get anything, write about it. I must get 
some present for Will. Tell him I should like to have him with 
me. 

Breakfast is now ready and I must conclude. 

Yours truly and sincerely, B. F. Perry. 



Pickens C. H., June 20, 1845. 

My Dear Liz : I have only time to write you a line by (Jen- 
eral Thompson and to thank you for your long letter. Wil- 
lie is quite well and has behaved remarkably well. His grand- 
mother was delighted to see him and so were all his relations, 
especially Foster's wife and family. He has been very much 
admired by all who have seen him. His only fault is that he 
will stick to me too closely. 

I shall probably be at home to-morrow evening (Saturday.) 
Oneof my cases has been postponed and the other we are try- 
ing to-day. 

You did not write me how much you subscribed to the 
church. 
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We have had a fine rain and I hope it extended to Green- 
ville. In great haste yours truly, etc., 

B. F. Perry. 



liAtJKENS C. H., Monday Morning. 

My Dear Ijz: It is said that fortune seldom comes single- 
handed. T left home yesterday with a heavy heart in conse- 
quence of Edward's sic^kness and my apprehension that it 
might spread in the family. This morning I found my horse 
badly foundered. After bleeding and doctoring him I stepped 
to thp branch, fell on a rock and dislocated f\ud broke my left 
arm at the wrist. I was all alone and with difficulty got back 
to the hotel. Mr. Grymes came to my aid and assisted me to 
the house. Dr. Henry was sent for and he bandaged each fin- 
ger, the hand, wrist and arm. It gives me great pain. After 
lying on the bed an hour I have got up to write you an ac- 
count of thesad ac(*ident.. I am too restless to remain in bed. 
Perhaps I may be able to go into the Court House to-morrow. 
It prevents me from attending to the solicitor business, but 
Colonel Orr will do that. I have two cases on the issue 
docket, and they may not be reached before Thursday or Fri- 
day. I do not know when my horse will be able to travel. 1 
may get some one to drive him up ; but I will write you again. 
Be quiet and easy. You know I am a philosopher and can 
bear all that cannot be prevented by wisdom and prudence. 
I am still able to write. a« you perceive. It is fortunate that 
it is my left arm instead of the right. I can still go on and 
take testimony in Pickens next week. But I shall have to go 
in the carriage and take Reuben. 

1 hope you and the children ave all well and that Edward is 
l>etter. I pray to God that the fever may not spead in the 
yard . 

My fall was a very bad one. In crossing a little branch I 
slipped on the rock and fell with the whole weight of my body 
on the wrist. The doctor has just been to see me and thinks 
I am doing well. Yours truly and sincerely, 

B. F. Perry. 
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Laurens C. H., Tuesday, 12 o'clock. 

My Dear Liz : I did not rest well last night. My arm gave 
ine considerable pain. It still pains me, but I suppose this tb 
unavoidable. 

I got up this morning, however, and shaved myself, and 
with the assistance of Colonel On*'s boy, I dressed. I break- 
fasted at the table and had a servant to cut my food. After 
breakfast I walked to the horse lot to see my horse. He is 
pretty well over the founder and will do to drive to-morrow 
or the next day. I wish I could mend as fast. I went into 
court this morning at ten and have just returned from the 
Court House to my hotel. My cases cannot possibly be 
reached before Friday or Saturday, and I am very unwilling 
to remain that long. I saw Mr. Gower here just now. He pro- 
posed taking me up in his buggy. I could get McKay to 
drive my horse and buggy home. 

I received your letter this morning, which gave me some com- 
fort. But I am low-spirited and wish to beat home and espe- 
cially out of a hotel, and where I can have my dear wife to 
contribute to my comfort by her attentions and society. 

Theelection I hardly think of at all. I heard acock and bull 
story of arrangements made to defeat Brockmau, but it will 
only open the eyes of the people to the tricks and duplicity of 
the disunionists in Greenville and their friends and tools. I 
have heard nothing from the election. 

In this district the contest will be very close between Irby 
and Calhoun. 

I shall expect to hear from you to-morrow morning again, 
and every morning till I return home. 

Kiss the children for me. I wish to see them and you very 
much, my darling wife. 

Your affectionate husband, B. F. Perry. 



Laurens, C. H. 
My Dear Wilije : I was very much pleased to receive your 
letter. It shows that you think of and love your papa, al- 
though he is absent. The next time you write you must ask 
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mamma to pencil the words and let yon fill them np. This 
will make yonr letter more intere8tinf> . 

You must learn fast and keep lip^d whilst T am from home. 
Never let any of the little boys outspell you. I wish to see 
you a great man some day. So you must love your book and 
school. You must also tr^' to be a good boy and mind what 
niammasavs. Love Annaand Frank and be kind to the little 
boys at school. Never quarrel or fight. 

If you do these things, papa and mamma will love you and 

everybody will be good to you, and you will grow up to be a 

great and good man. Your papa, 

H. F. Perry. 



CoLUMiwA, S. C, Sunday Night, Nov. 1845. 

My Dear Wife: I arrived here this evening, after a fatiguing 
passage in the stage, and have nothing of interest to write 
you. I am afraid if I have to postpone writing till to-morrow 
I shall not have time. As yet I have seen very few persons, 
but as I know you will be glad to receive a line from me say- 
ing I am well and have arrived safely, I will wi-ite you this 
evening. 

We had a stage full — Klias Earle, Walker, Speer, Ware, 
Dr. Evans and Norriss, from Anderson. Colonel Ware joined 
us at McNeely's. He and Earle had provisions with them, 
and with mine we all made a sumptuous dinner yesterday 
and to-day. The tavern at Newberry C. H. has improved 
very much. By the by. Judge Frost has heard of his 
trunk. Some negroes of a man by the name of Holeman found 
it in the road and secreted it. They burnt the trunk and 
books, passed a portion of the money, dressed themselves in 
the Judge's clothes a.nd gave his silk gown to a negro wouian 
to wear. A portion only of the money has been recovered, and 
the gold wat-ch and his new suit of clothes. 

Mr. John Maxwell isacandidate for Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Works, which will interfere most seriously with Elias 
Earle's chances of success. Their friends are trying to per- 
suade them not to both run. Mr. Maxwell is a rich man and 
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T^oes not need the office, but if he runs he will prove a vt^ry 
forniidable competitor. 

The feelinjr in favor of the railroad is stron«r from Gi^een- 
ville to this [)lace, and the feeling in Charleston and other por- 
tions of the State is friendly and favorable. I think a charter 
will be obtained this session, but I am afraid the Ije^islature 
will not take stock in the road. 

Duncan and McBee were just ahead of us and are at the 
house (Maybin's.) I suppose Luther and Susan will be mar- 
ried the dav after vou receive this letter. You are now no 
<loubt busy in arran^ino- for the weddin*»:, and hardly have 
time to read my letter, so I will stoj) and write you a lonf»:er 
one next mail. 

Tell Jini to kill the ho^s as soon as the weather turns cold. 
We had rain Saturday nijrht. Donotleavethechildren pione; 
I dreamed about it last night. Kiss them for me. Tell Willie 
to learn fast and I will buy him a pretty knife; Annato be 
^oo(] and she shall have a present; and Frank must talk and 
be rewarded, (lod bless you, my dear wife. 

Yours, etc., B. F. I*krry. 

P. S.: Colonel Martin and Colonel Taylor inquired where 
you were. They had understood you were (roming down with 
me. Mrs. Martin is not well, nor is Mrs. Taylor well. 

I told Jud<»e Butler that Susan was to be married. He said 
{)erhaps his advicre had had some influence on her. 

The weather is cold to-dav (Monday) and clear. 

I presented the Railroad Petitions and they were favorably 
!*eceived. In haste, yf)ur aiTectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



„^ . , Columbia, Nov. 29th, 1845. 
My Dear Wife: I read your letter this evening and \\a» 
f»xtremely y:lad to hear you were all well. If your letters con- 
tain nothing else, they will nevertheless beread, and read with 
threat y)leasure. It would be gratifying to me if I could now 
takea])eep at you and the children. Tell Will I have been 
looking at some knives for him, and hemust write me a post- 
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script to some of your letters. Colonel Ancruni has his lit- 
tle son with him, who is about Will's size and make, with hair 
exactly like Will's. With his back to me, I thought of him ; but 
his face is not so intellip,ent and manly. 

I carried your watch and pencil to the jeweler's this morn- 
ing and heis to repair theih. 1 saw some beautiful striped silk 
dresses to-day; would youlikeone? Your shoes i gave to Dr. 
Davis, and he is to exhibit them to-morrow night at the Ag- 
ricultural meeting. Mr. Poinsett makes hisspeech then in the 
State House. I saw him yesterday in the Senat-e for a few 
minutes. There was a meeting last night of the State Agri- 
cultural Society. Judge O'Neall and Butler made speeches. 

In the Legislature not much has yet been done. We elected 
Mr. Calhoun to-day in the place of Judge Huger. No other 
election . takes place. Major Earle seems in good spirits. 
There are about twenty candidates for Superintendent. We 
have strong electioneering for Cbmptroller General. I have 
made up my mind to vote for Colonel Wigfall. 

The speech I made last winter on the election of electors has 
been put in circulation to-day amongst the members by some 
one, and I have been complimented by some of the members 
for it. Some change will now have to be ma^le on that sub- 
ject. I do not know whether my speech has been reprinted or 
whether this addition has been put forth by the Chronicle. 

The railroad is meeting with favor from all quarters. 

I have been very busy for two dajs past in looking up law 
in McBee's case about the gold mine. Chancellor Johnson 
was hesitating on one point. I have now furnished him with 
law sufficient on that point and he will now decide in my fa- 
vor. 

To-morrow Susan is married, and before this rea;Ches you 
another member will be added to your mother's family. 

1 am writing in a great hurry and Colonel Ware is waiting 
to take my letter to the postofflce. 

Kiss the children and give my compliments bo McBee and 

Susan. 

Yours truly, B. F.. Perry. 
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Columbia, S. C, Nov. 28th, 1845. 

My Dear Wipe: I have ju8t returned from dining at Dr. 
Gibbes', in company with Mr. Poinnett, the Governor, Judge 
Butler, Chancellor Dunkin, Chancellor Johnson, Messrs. Barn- 
well, Seabrook, Colonel Pickens, Col. Allston, Col. Preston, 
etc. The stage leaves in the niorning and T must write to- 
night or you will not have the pleasufe of hearing from me. 
The other evening I went with Major Henry to the postofflce 
and received your letter. He inquired how often we wrote to 
each other, and seemed astonished. He writes once in two 
weeks. I have just sent to the office for letters now, and hope 
to hear from you before I have finished writing. I spent a 
very pleasant and agreeable eveningatDr. Gibbes' and drank 
Home most excellent wine. 

Last night Mr. Poinsett made his agricultural speech l)efore 
a crowded house of ladies and gentlemen. I met Mrs. Poin- 
sett there, also Miss Blanding, by whom I was seated du- 
during the evening. She inquired after you with intei*est and 
seemed agreeably surprised when I told her Susan was to be 
married that evening. She called McBee her **old friend Lu- 
ther." She seems quite a pleasant young lady. Our friend 
Gilmore Simms made a most flowery speech, complimenting 
the ladies and some domestic wine which a Miss Roberts pre- 
sented to the Society. .After he had concluded I observed to 
the meeting that my friend from Barnwell had omitted one 
thing. He should have offered his wine to the ladies aft-er he 
finished making his speech, whereupon he came forward and 
did so, to the amusement of the meeting. Your shoes were 
greatly admired by Miss Blanding and other ladies who ex- 
amined them in my presence. Dr. Gibbes reported on theiiK 
and this morning T carried them to have made up. 

To-dny I have l>een all day in the Court of Appeals arguing 
a case of Mr. Kilgore's. In the House of Representatives 
they had some speaking on Mr. Calhoun's course at the Mem- 
] >his Con ventioTi . The members appeared like Calhoun's sla ves 
and wfusecl to assert their opinions. 

The boy has just i-eturned from the postofflce and brings 
no letters from you, which is a great disappointment; but 
I suppose you were so busied about the w-edding that you 
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hadn't time to write. I wish I could have been at it. Susan 
is, I hope, happy ^ as she should be and deserves to be. I think 
I heard some one say to-day that General Bonham was mar- 
rietl. 

Mr. Tom Cox was here to-day on his return from the North. 
Poor fellow, he looks rather sad. He goes up in the stage in 
the morning. He left Miss Skinner behind him. 

I hope to see, next week, some one from Greenville, which 
will give me great pleasure. I should like to be there and see 
vou and the children. I wish Will \va« here with me. Kiss 
Anna and Frank. 

The weather is cold. I hope the meat is doing well. You 
must write me everything about the farm, the children, etc. 

I must now bid you good-night. Give my congratulations 

to Susan and McBee. 

Most devotedly, your husband, etc., 

B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C, December 1st, 1843. 

My Dear W^ife: I received your letter by Sunday's mail? 
informing me that Susan was married. Sunday night Mr. El- 
ford came and brought me the wedding cake. 1 have distri- 
buted a portion of it amongst the Greenville delegation. The 
piece for Pinckney McBee has been handed to him. I informed 
him that we had become akin toeach other since we left home. 
\ saw Colonel Martin this morningin the Senate and informed 
him that I had a piece of cake for him and Taylor. He said he 
would send for it. Mrs. Martin is now at Taylor's. She arrived 
here Saturday evening. I promised to go and see her. Martin 
had his little son with him in church on Sunday, but I could 
not see him well. 

General Thompson and Butler Thompson are atthis house. 
They came Sunday evening. Butler talks very freely about 
his marriage and says he has it so arranged that I shall beat 
home when it takes place, (xeneral Bonham and his bride are 
in Columbia. I saw them to-day at the college commence- 
ment. They looked very happy. There was another bride sit- 
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ting by Mrs. Bonhain — Mrs. Randal, formerly Miss Lipscomb, 
now married to Mr. Pearson's cousin, of Chnsler or Fairfield. 

Ben Yancey and his sister are in Columbia, but 1 have not 
seen them. I saw John Cunningham to-day. Hesays Pamela 
is. much worse than she used to be, though better than she 
was in the summer. He spoke of her despondingly. Mr. and 
Mrs. Cunningham are well. 

i have very little to write you about the Legislature. We 
have done verv little yet, and there has been a motion to ad- 
journ on the 12th, next Friday week. If you don't mind, I 
shall get home to your party. You wrote me to let you know 
the price of fruitti. They are moderate in price. The oranges 
are not good. The pineapples are small and 25 cents by re- 
tail. The grapes are very delicious and packed up in little 
kegs. If you will direct me, I will make a purchase for you and 
send them up in the stage. 

In spite of your advice to the contrary, 1 am becoming 
home-sick and would like very much to be with you and the 
children to-night. There is no place to me like home. I very 
often go from home most cheerfully, but I soon wish to re- 
turn. The novelty and excitement of new scenes soon ceases 
to interest me; my wife and children never. It is true they 
sometimes interest me a little too much, but I never get tired 
of them, as I do of everything else in this world. I pity, from 
the bottom of my heart, him who has no wife and children. 
Here is Colonel Ashe, rich and surrounded by the world's 
wealth and luxury, but no wife or children. He seems to be 
without aim, object or int;erest. 

I am glad you think yourself so happily married as to wish 
Susan the same degree of happiness. It is true we both have 
everything to make us happy. It has very seldom fallen to 
the lot of two persons, husband and wife, to have less alloy 
to their happiness. We enjoy uninterrupted health ; we have 
been prosperous, living well, surrounded by and enjoying all 
the comforts of life, accumulating property, notwithstanding 
our extravagance, blessed with uncommon children — for j see 
none equal to them, and our love for and confidence in each 
other is all that husband or wife could wish or desire. 

In regard to March, I hope you are mistaken. Jim has made 
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him work very hard at very hard work, splitting rails, and he 
is not aeeustomed to it and is yonno* and slender. There is 
a g:reat deal of come out in March when he fattens and fills up. 

Write me w'hether any oats are sow-n, any fence made, how 
many rails made, how the hooj.s I bought of Watson dp. This 
information yoa can j2^:Jt from Jicn. 

Colonel Martin ha^s just come in and got his cake and 
brought me a bundle for Susan B. McCall — a small bundle like 
silk or calico@H, 

I must conclude. I went to the Episcopal chur?;h last Sun- 
day. 

You will see the political news from me in the Mountaineer 
Friday morning. 

Tell Willie I haveseeu some very pretty knives. TellAnnashe 
m ust tell me what to purchase for her. Tell Frank to say what 
he wants. I wish I had Will with me. Col. DeTreville has his 
Httleson with him. We walked back from thecollege together. 
He says he carries his son to let him see and hear things — to 
gain practical information of more value than lessons from 
books. 

Write me w^hat you want. 

Yours truly and affectionately, B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C, Dec. 3, 1845. 

My Dear Wife: I have just finished writingquestionsfor the 
students in Equity, who are to be examined to-morrow and 
I am one of the committee. It is now 8 o'clock and I have to 
put this letter in the postoffice to-night. The preparation of 
questions has given me a great deal of trouble, and I did not 
know of my appointment till this morning. There are four 
members of the Legislature and one member of Congress ap- 
plying for admission in Equity. 

I have just received your letter of Sunday night, and have the 
last letter also. It had been lost in the bar-room. Hereafter 
I shall take your advice and go to the office myself. 

Your letter advising me not to purchase any fruit for you 
has come too late. This morning I started to you in Ben- 
son's wagon one hundred oranges, six cocoa-nuts, one dozen 
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plantainB, one dozen bananas, one ke^ of grapes — twenty-six 
pounds — delicious grapes; fifty cents worth of almonds, same 
of hazel nuts, same of Brazil nuts, one drum Smyrna figs, 
five pounds of candy, twelve pineapples, all costing $16.85. 
They are all in one box, except thegrapes, which are in a keg. 
I have also sent a large box of books, law books, which I 
could not well do without. I have paid for them in part by 
an order on a clien t in Charleston . The balance I pay next win- 
ter. Jesse R.Young owed me $100 for a case at Laurens. The 
books cost me $315— and cheap at that price. I bought them 
of Messrs. McCart^r & Allen. I know you will be surprised, 
but they are books I have long wanted and could not do well 
without. All that I have, and all that I ever expect to make, 
hdve been and will be the product of books. My books have 
been profitable and therefore I must enrich my Library. I will 
pay for the balance, $215, in some fees which I shall make 
pretty easily. Take good care of them and don't let the box 
get wet before you put it in the house. 

You will receive the boxes and keg Tuesday next. Benson, 
Wade and Lark were all down here, hauling Gibbes' property 
down. Benson owes me and I have got him to take back the 
tw^o boxes and keg. Elias Earle has also sent up some fruit, 
and Speer sent up a box full by the same wagon. 

Tell Colonel Coleman that the Railroad Bill has been re- 
ported and read once in the Senate. 

I introduced some resolutions to-day in the Senate on the 
subject of General Jackson, which I think beautiuUy drawn. 
They have been ordered to be printed and I will send you a 
copy. 

I have not time to write you more at present. Kiss thechil- 
dren. Give my respects to your mother, Susan and Anne and 
McBee. Write me all about them. The weather is cold and 
bad. Yours truly and affectionately, 

B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C, Friday Night. 
My Dear Liz : I have just received your and Willie's letter 
and was very glad to hear from you, and esi3ecially pleased 
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at Vyillie's first intelligible letter to me. Tell Willie I have not- 
time to write, this mail, but will by the next. Indeed, all my 
letters to you have been written in great haste, because I al- 
ways wait to receive your letter before writing, and I am so 
busy here that I hardly have time to do anytting. 

Last night the Governor gave a ball, but I had been busj- 
in court all day, and had to meet a committee at night and 
did not go. I felt tired and went to bed about the time the 
others went to the ball (10 o'clock.) I had to be in court all 
day to-day, and knew that I should not feel well if I went to 
the Governor's. 

The courts are now trying my cases and will be at it next 
Monday and Tuesday. To-day the law students were ex- 
amined and all admitted (36), Pinckney McBee amongst 
them. The Equity students were all admitted yesterday, and 
they all complimented me very much for my courtesy and 
kindness to them in my examination of them. ButlerThomp- 
son is admitted in Equity, and Elford. 

I had the pleasure of seeing Colonel Martin's two little boys 
this morning. They came with him to the State House. The 
oldest is a good-looking boy, so also is the second, but not 
equal to our Willie. In fact, I have never seen three children 
so sweet looking as ours. This I say independent of the in- 
fluence of love and partiality. He has five children! What a 
charge for a poor man to have ! I must go and see Mrs. Mar- 
tin and Mrs. Taylor. 

I saw your cousin Alston Hayne the other day and he prom- 
ised to call and see me, but has not. I saw him in the Senate 
Chamber. 

The election of Superintendent of Public Works comes on 
to-morrow at 1 o'clock. Mr. Elias Earle will soon know his 
fate. He seemed pleased at your wish for his success. 

Pinckney McBee and B. Thompson start home to-morrow 
morning, but will go through Edgefield and will not reach 
Greenville before Thursday. General Thompson will start 
home the first of next week. Alston has gone to Charleston. 
Tom Butler and Rowland have not reached here yet. 

My box of fruit and keg of grapes will reach you in time for 
your party, but the weather is so cold you will have an un- 
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pleasant time. Beeareful about fire. Colonel F. Wardlawgot 
his house burnt up last week, by the rolling down of a chunk 
of wood on the floor. Have the fire attended to every night 
and be careful about the children falling into the fire. 

How I shouldjiketohear Frank's sweet voice — evenhiscry. 
Tell him to learn fast to talk. Tell Anna I must bring her u 
frock. Tell Will I will speak to Coh)nel Summers about the 
dog, and bring him a knife. 

The I^egislature adjourns next Monday wtn^k. I will be at 
home on Wednesday 17th, when it will give me ])leasure to 
see vou and the children once more. 

I saw the Governor this evening. He recjuests an interview 
with meand the other members of the Legislature to-morrow, 
on thesubject of * * * pardon. So much has been said about 
liis ])ardoning everybody tiiat he has become extrenn^ly cau- 
tious. I think, however, he will pardon him. 

The Kaih'oad Hill is going on finely. The State will take 
two-fiftlis of the stock. 

I have not vet even seen to know Mr. Heyward. If lean 
nmke it convenient I will seek hisaccpiaintance, but I see very 
littleof the members of the House who do not board at May- 
bin's. 

The death of Mr. Cleveland wasexpected. How many deaths 
happen in Greenville whilst I am absent. Colonel Dawkins was 
inquiring about Mr. Cleveland this morning. I have not yet 
seen his wife. 

1 must now conclude my letter, as my paper is pretty well 
filled and my topics exhausted, and it is late in the evening 
and I must put this letter in the office to-night. 

(A)lonel Wareand Duncan and myself all received letters this 

morning from our better halves. Whether Walker did or not 

1 do Tot know. 

Yours truly, B. F. Pekhv. 



ConiMHiA, Monday Night. 
Mv Deak Wife: I haveonlytimeto thank youfor your let- 
ter Sunday evening. In obedience to your advice, I have writ- 
ten a lon^ letter for the Mountaineer and therefore have no 
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time to write you. You see what you ^et by your tidvice. 

I have been all day to-day in the Court of Appeals, until 8 
o'clock. Then I went to the Senate and staid there till 5. 1 
have gained Kilgore's f*ase in the Court of Appeals, and lost 
one I gained at Laurens. The other cases have not yet come 
on. 

I hoi)e you will receive to-morrow the box of fruits sent you 
and that it will be in time for your pai-ty. The night you 
wrote me, you must have received my letter informing you 
that the fruit wa« sent. 

You ask about my clothes. They fit remarkably well, 
but I have done so much writing in them that I am afraid of 
wearing them out. 

Mr. Elia« Earle has just called and says he will go up in 
the morning. Colonel Ancrum wa« elected to-day. But for 
Maxwell's running, Earle might have been elected. 

Tell Willie that Colonel Summer says he is going to write 
him a letter about the puppy. He has no puppy yet for him, 
but will have the next time. I will certainly bring the knife and 
will, as soon as I have leisure, write Willie a pretty letter. 

Tell Anna that I will bring her something; but she has had 
so many dolls and breaks them so rapidly, I do not know so 
well about bringing a doll. 

Tell Frank that a whip is easier brought than a drum and 
costs a good deal less. I will bring him a whip. 

I wish to see you all very much and wish that I was going 
up with Major Earle, so that I might be therein time to beat 
your party. But no, I do not care to be at your party. I 
rather have the whole of your company to myself when I do 
return. 

If you do not hear from me by the next mail you need not 
be surprised. And you will be so busy entertaining your com- 
pany that you will not have time to read my letter. I hoj)e 
you will have better weather than we now have. It has rained 
all day. 

In my letter to Wells you will see an account of a debate 
we had in the Senate. I have tried to give quite a spirited 
sketch. You will see a compliment to the ladies and wives. 

We all had an int.erview with the Governor about * * * 
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ease last Saturday. He has given no answer yet. I think he 
intends grantinp^ a pardon. 

\ have seen nothing further of Alston Hayne. I suppose he 
has returned ; nor have I been able to visit Taylor and Mrs. 
Martin, and probably will not before I leave. 

I am glad your mother has received her money, and hope 
she will immediately pay Colonel Hoke. 

I must conclude this hasty scrawl. 

Yours truly and affectionately, B. F. Perry. 

P. S.: In voui* next letter, I shall look out for ascold about 
the books. 



Columbia, S. C, Wednesday Night. 

My Dear Liz : It ih now near 11 o'clock and I have just re- 
turned from the Senate. You must expect only a few lines. 
From 10 to 3 I wasengaged in court. From then I have been 
engaged in the Senate till 10, with the exception of time to 
get dinner. 

I was disappointed last stage by Mr. Earle. He says he is 
going in the morning and will carry this letter. Thomas But- 
leris here also, and William Rowland, but they will not go till 
the next stage. 

Your very welcome letter was received this evening, enclo- 
sing Susan's note. I do not wish you to postpone your partj^ 
on my account. I had rather you should have it before my 
return ; but if you see proper to postpone it until after I reach 
home it will make no difference with me. 

Y^our letter did not scold me as much as I expected about 
the purchase of books. I hope before this time you have re- 
ceived your fruit. The grapes are nice and delicious. 

I shall no doubt surprise you when I inform you that I am 
aCandidate. The joint committee to nominate Trusteesof the 
South Carolina College has put rny name down amongst them. 
The Legislature has to vote on it to-morrow. This was done 
without my knowledge. It is considered a high honor. Dr. 
(libbes, Colonel Goodwin, General Caldwell and Colonel McCord 
have all been electioneering for it the whole session and ar 
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disappointed. They have not been nominated, whilst I have 
been, who never thoug:htof it and wan greatly surprised when 
I heard of the nomination. The Board of Trustees consists of 
the most distinguished men in the State. 

I have no time to write you about our Legislature. I should 
be glad to hear Frank talk a little to-night. I hope Will has 
received his letter. Tell Anna if I had time I would writ« her 
one. 

Mr. Walker has been sick for three days past, but is better. 
I have heard nothing further from the Governor. 

Mr. P^lias Earle has been in my room and just left and it is 
now near 12 o'clock in the night, so I must bid you good- 
night, my dear wife. B. F. Pebry. 



Columbia, S. C, Saturday Morning. 

My Dear Liz: I have but a few moments to write you by 
Mr. Butler. Last night it was 12 o'clock when I got my sup- 
per, on my return from the State House. For the last three 
nights we have sat until near 11 o'clock. 

I received your letter last evening, and was glad to hear you 
were all well, and that yuur party was to take place after my 
return ; but in postponing it you may disappoint Mr. McBee's 
friend'sfrom North Carolina, which you ought not to do. Ed- 
mund Rhett took dinner with us the other day and inquired 
kindly about you and your mother. He told me some anec- 
dotes about you all and Mrs. Potter, in New Haven. He 
seemed astonished when I told him Susan had been married 
while I was in Columbia. He said he thought she had deter- 
mined not to marry. 

I will endeavor to bring the little presents you name, but 1 
shall hardly have time to get them. Indeed, I haveno'time to 
do anything, not even to go and see Mrs. Taylor and Mrs. 
Martin. 

For several days past we have had some hard discussions in 
the Senate in which I have taken a part. The alteration of the 
circuits has taken place again . Mr. Ward , of Georgetown , said 
to me he wished me to be a Judge some day, and did not wish 
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me to have to come to Georgetown so early as the court now 
sits. I was elected a Trustee of the College yesterday. 

I was one of a special committee on the Beaufort College. 
Mr. Robert Barnwell sent for me in court to talk about the 
college and the business Iwfore the committee. I was much 
pleased with him. He afterwards appeared before the com- 
mittee and made a speech, and an admirable one it was. 

I shall be at home Wednesday night. We are all well. Kiss 
the children for me. Your affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



Anderson, C. H., Wednesday Morning. 

My Dear Wife: I thank you for your note by Colonel 
Townes, and was pleased to have so good an account of Su- 
san's situation at the Factory. 

I have been reading the prose works of Mrs. Ellis on '* Wo- 
men, Daughters, Wives and Mothers." It is a most admi- 
rable book. I must purchase it whenever I can, and read it to 
you. I am sure you would be delighted with it. 

The weather has been very bad ever since I have been here. 
I am afraid very little has yet been done on my farm. It haw 
now cleared off and I hope Jim will proceed rapidly with the 
planting. 

I have not heard anything from my mother, and I am very 
much afraid that I shall not have time to go by her house on 
my way to Pickens. The prospect now is that I shall be de- 
tained here till Saturday evening. No case has yet been tried 
in which I am concerned. 

I have nothing to write you, except to say how glad I should 
be to be at home this bright morning, with you and the chil- 
dren. I hope the little creatures are merry this morning, with- 
out being too m usicaL There is no pleasure in life so agreeable 
to a correct mind and a warm heart as that which we derive 
from being at home with those we love. 

I hope jou will write me by Saturday's mail, which leaver 
Friday night; but you must certainly write me by some one 
going to Pickens next Sunday. 

Yours truly and devotedly, B. F. Perry. 



To His Wife. 79 



Anderson C. H., Thursday Night. 
My Deak Wife : I have just left thecompany below for the 
purpose of writing j'ou a few lines by the sta-ge in the morn- 



ing. 



I thank you for your letter this morning. It gave me great 
pleasure to hear .you were all well. I was truly sorry to hear 
Will had been under the necessity of taking medicine. I hope 
it has been of permanent advantage to him. Annaand Frank 
are well, I trust. * * * * 

I should like to hear from the farm and know how Jim and 
CharJes are doing; but I am very much afraid I shall not be 
able to return home before Pickens court. My slander case will 
not be reached before to-morrow evening and we cannot fin- 
ish it before Saturday. If I do not return, I shall go by Mr. 
Calhoun's and see his farm and take some lessons from it. I 
will also visit Colonel John Evving Colhoun,and perhaps stay 
there Saturday night. 

I have exchanged my guard chain. I saw Joe Powell have 
one which looked like it, thought it was brass. Storle got it 
of Miss Jones and sold it for f 3. i have also exchanged my 
breast pin for a beautiful brilliant — the prettiest little thing 
of the kind you ever saw, price $22. I have bought as a pres- 
ent for you, or rather taken in exchange for my chain, a pair 
of beautiful silver butter knives, which you need very much. 
I have also a present for you of two silver mustard spoons, 
and the fellow still owes me f 3.62. For it I had thought of 
getting a j)air of gold sleeve buttons for Will, I intended to 
take a gold pen for you, but he has but one, and that is in- 
jured. I have now a silk guard chain. General Thompson 
promised me that Eliza should make me one if I would sell 
the gold one, which he says is not in good taste. I know you 
could make me one or lend me your gold chain to wear. 

I have done a pretty good business here this court. I wish 
you would write to me at Pickens court by someone — Thomp- 
son, Townes or some one else. Let me hear all about the chil- 
dren, your noble self, Susan and McBee, the servants and the 
farm, the letters for me, etc. 

If I do not return home, I shall not be able to see you before 
Sunday week. I have no hope of getting off from Pickens un- 
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til Sunday. I ought to be at home to see about my business 

in the office. I should like to see my mother and brothers, but 

I shall not be able to go by and see them. 

They are now talking so in my room that I must conclude 

by telling you good-night. Kiss the children for me, my dear 

Liz, and believe me. 

Yours affectionately, B. F. Perry. 



Pickens C. H., Wednesday Night. 

My Dear Wife : I will write you a few lines by Mr. Speer, who 
returns to Greenville^ in the morning. Colonel Townes went 
this morning, but I had not time to write by him, and 1 had 
written the day before by Elford. 

It would give me great satisfaction to be at home this even- 
ing with you and the children. It really seems to me almost 
an age since 1 have had that pleasure. The time seems longer 
from the fact that I have seen so many persons going from 
Anderson and Pickens to Greenville, and yet not able to go my- 
self ; but 1 have had some compensation for my absence, by 
the receipt of f 520 in cash since I left home. I hope to pay 
Moore's debt at Greenville court, and relieve you of thnt wor- 
riment. 

I have not yet tried any of my cases. Two will come on 
to-morrow and I hope to leave the next day. About this, 
however, I am altogether uncertain. Son)e of my most im- 
portant cases have been continued. 

I have had various solicitations to run for Congress. Many 
persons of influence in different parts of the district have said 
that they had selected me as the next candidate; but this is 
out of my power, and I do not think that Simpson will de- 
cline. 

The weather is terrible. 1 hope it is better at Greenville. My 
cows and your house-cleaning do not go on so well, 1 imagine, 
whilst the rain is falling. The poor cows must suffer. This 
weather will kill a great many of them in the country. They 
cannot survive bad weather and a want of food. 

The streets in Pickens are truly in a laughable condition. 
To walk them is almost impossible. 
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You must remember me kindly to Susan and McBee. I think 
of them very often, and hope they are, and will do, well. Your 
mother and Anne are often in my mind, likewise and also mv 
poor mother, whose situation is deplorable, and yet she bears 
it with patience, fortitude and even cheerfulness. I have inher- 
ited much from her in this respect. 

You must now kiss the children for me. I hope and believe 
they will hU inherit our ^ood sense and pjood principles. If 
they do, I shall be happy. All that I care for is to bring them 
up properly, teach them good habits and industry, and give 
them an education so they can support themselves. 

I must now bid you good-night, my dear Liz. 

Yours in love, B. F. Perry. 



Laurens C. H., Tuesday Night. 

My Dear Liz: I am afraid, from the progress yet made in 
court, that I shall be detained here till Sunday. I have four 
cases of great importance and no prospect of reaching any 
of them before Thursday or Friday, and I cannot think of 
leaving until the last is disposed of. 

I saw Mr. Cunningham here to-day. He was indicted in court 
for an assault and battery, but the case was compromised and 
he got off with a fine of one dollar. He informed me that Miss 
Pamela had been extremely ill, last week; that he had de- 
spaired of her living, but that she was now better. She was 
worse than she ever had been, and Dr. Arnold was sent for. 

I will send you the Laurensville Herald, which contains my 
communication and the remarks of theeditor. He has treated 
my explanation very fairly and published my speech. I am 
entirely satisfied with the result. 

Judge Wardlaw is holding court here, and seems saxl ; no 
doubt mourning for the loss of his wife. I am pleased with 
J'udge Wardlaw's notions about the government of slaves. 
They correspond with my own. 

General Thompson is here, but is not going on to Washing- 
ton until after the courts are over. He says he is very much 
disturbed about Butler's eye, and thinks he may lose the sight 
of it. 
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Mr. Ciiiinino^hani told ine there was no prospect of Ben Yan- 
eey's getting married. 

1 hope yon are doin<^ well in your garden and will have 
everything in nice order when I return. You had better plant 
such seeds as the season suits. Send and get a paper of car- 
rots and parsnips and plant. 

Tell Jim and March I wish to see a great deal done at the 
farm on my return. Let the ground all be broken up and 
ready for planting corn next week. Tell them that next week 
I wish to plant corn, and for them to have everything ready 
— carry out the manure. 

Kiss the children for me and nay to them that I forgot to 
to kiss them when I was starting, £ind that 1 have thoughtof 
the omission often. It would give me great pleasure to be 
with you all to-night, and hear them fret and cry in the morn- 
ing. I do not know how much I love you all until 1 am absent 
from vou. 

It is now late in the night and I must go to bed. If I have 
time, 1 will write you by Friday's mail. 

The prospects of the railroad are dull, but it is said that a 
good deal of stock will be taken in Laurens during the sum- 
mer, and also in Newberry. I hear f 100,000 have been taken 
in Charleston, but I am afraid it is too good news to be true. 

My dear wife, good-night. Mr. Wells will leave in the morn- 
ing for Greenville, and perhaps may carry this letter. 

Yours truly and affectionately, B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C, Friday Evening. 

My Dear Liz: 1 have just received your letter and was much 
gratified to hear you were all well. I had been invited by 
Colonel Wig-fall to drink wine with himself and Colonel Man- 
ning, and left the table when the mail was opened, to get your 
lett(?i'. They insisted on my not going, but I said t expected 
to hear from ''iny vvife.^^ 

I have but a short time to write you, as 1 have to go down 
to the college immediately after tea to hear the senior clasts 
s))eak. I was there last night till eleven o'clock, and asaTrils- 
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tee occupied quite a conspicuous seat, amidst the professors 
and judges, surrounded by a crowded gallery of ladies and 
gentlemen. The students performed well, and the college is in 
a most prosperous state. 

I arrived here Wednesday evening, just in time to take my 
seat at the board of Trustees, and we were kept sitting until 
after 11 o'clock We meet again next Wednesday night. No 
election of Bursar yet. There areabout twenty candidates. I 
had hardly got out of the stage when Dr. Davis called to elec- 
tiouer with me. I told him I had to vote for Anderson, but if 
he withdrew I would support him. 

I have been to-day performing a duty imposed on Mr. 
Withers, Colonel Manning and myself, as a committee of the 
Board of Trustees, to report on the communications received 
from the President and Professors. To-morrow night I am 
invit^id by Colonel Preston to go 'round to his house and eat 
strawberries. He wishes the Trustees to meet the senior class 
at his house. 

I have not yet, and I am afraid I will not, reach any of my 
cases in the Court of Appeals, for a week or ten days. In fact 
there is some danger of having to stay here till the last of the 
month. But for my duty as Trustee I should return home and 
come back again. 

None of the lawyers from my circuit will be here before Mon- 
day. We will then determine what to do, whether to wait or 
postpone our cases. 

I came down all alone in the stage to Newberry. There I was 
joined by Mr. Pope and two young men — one of them comes 
down to be admitted to the Bar. Tom Lawrence Jones and Pet- 
tigru's son Daniel came up last night to apply. Jones looked 
so plain I hardly knew him. He has cut off all his beard, and 
laid aside his flue clothes, and looks like a different being. He 
says I must give him a certificate of moral character, as he is 
better acquainted with me than any other lawyer here. Pet- 
tigru's son does not seem promising. 

I saw Perry Butler and delivered his letters and bundles. 
The package to H. Thruston I sent by Colonel Summer, who 
inquired for his little friend as soon a^ he spoke to me. He 
seems to have been very much taken with Willie. General Bon- 
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ham inquired after you all. He seems very happy and talks 
about his anxiety to ^et back home a^ain. 

I will write you a^ain on Monday next. Tell Jim as soon 
as he has finished replanting to plant the new ground, and 
sow the herds grass in the wet places, where it is too wet for 
corn. 

I will execute all your commlssionHcontainedin your letter. 
Tell Will I will bring him the ball, etc. If Will goes to school 
again, make liimcon>e homeat 12 o'clock. Take care of your- 
self, and the children, inv dear wife. 

B. F. Perry. 



CoLUMUiA, S. t'., Monday Morning. 

My Dear Liz: I will write you a few lines this morning be- 
fore the court meetn. I am afraid 1 shall not not have time to 
do so after the adjournment of court. 

We arrived heie yesterday evening about 3 o'clock, very 
tired and dusty— Judge Earle, Colonel Townes, Edward Earle 
and Mr. Young. We made free use of your breadstufts on the 
road and they were very much praised, and also you yourself 
was praised by all for l>eing so good and kind a wife in pro- 
viding for her husband so bountifully. Judge Earle thought 
the corn yxnind cake exceedingly good and could hardly be- 
lieve that it was all corn meal. 

I have jusT been to the court to look at the docket, and find 
a great many cases ahead of mine. I am afraid of being de- 
tained here uiitil the last of next week. 

1 saw Judge Evans this morning, who inquired after you. 
Mr:. Pendleton is here and inquired kindly after you. Not many 
of the lawyers have yet got in. Mr. I^endleton has got a good 
many subscribers to his paper. I have given bim my revolu- 
tionary incidents and he seemed very thankful for them. He 
asked if hemi^ht state by whom they were written. They will 
therefore appear as written by me. 

1 hfiYci bouii^ht *'^anoni," but the other l>ook8 you wish can- 
not be had. I have bought a new novel by Sims, of Darling- 
ton, a member of the Legislature, whom you may have 
)M»ard me speak of as a young nian of talent. It is dedicat-ed 
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to Judge Evai)H. The style is good. It is a tale of the Revo- 
lution, called *'Bevil Faulcon." 

There was a great to-do here the other day about four stu- 
dents who went off to Texas without the knowledge of their 
parents. They were from Camden. One was a son of Colonel 
McWillie, whom you have heard me speak of. There was a 
great crowd assembled to see them start. The professors in 
college came down and tried to restrain them. They went off 
in thestage, and it will be very mortifying to their parents. 

I went yesterday evening to look at the burnt part of the 
town. It is sad to behold. I met there Dr. Blanding. He told 
me that Mrs. McRae had l)een brought home, and that there 
was little or no hope of her son's recovery. He is still in the 
asylum. 

My pen is so bad and the ink has grease in it, that it pains 
me to write. I hope to hearfrom you Wednesday. I hope you 
are getting on well with the house and servants and that the 
children are all well. The dear little creatures, how I could 
kiss and squeeze them this morning! There is no place like 
home, and there are no persons whose company gives us such 
pleasureasthe membersof one's family. Youand thechildren 
are to me everything in this world, and always with you I 
could be happy. 

My |)en is so bad and cannot l>e mended, I must conclude. 
Give my love to your mother and sisters and believe me, 

Your devoted husband, B. F. Perky. 



Columbia, S. C, May 12th, 184G. 

My Dear Wife: I received no letter from you by Sunday's 
mail. I shall anxiously expect one by the next mail. 

It is more than likely that I may return home next Friday 
evening. There is no hope of reaching my cases under two or 
three weeks. Young, Whitner, Sullivan, Irby and Orr are now 
here, and we will probably make an arrangement to-morrow 
to continue all of our cases and go home. Whitner has his 
wife with him and Mrs. Mays is to be here to-night. Harrison 
is here with his wife. General Thompson came here yesterday 
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and says Cornelia Crittenden will also be here to-ni^ht. She 
stopped a day in Oran^ebur^ with her cousin, John Cunning;- 
hani,and all the Abbeville lawyers carnein to-day and yester- 
day. We now have quite a gathering. 

There was quite a pleasant party at Colonel Preston's Sat- 
urflay evening. I met Mrs. Ellet a^ain. She invited me to her 
soiree Wednesdayeveninjjj, butthe Board of Trustees meet that 
evening. Withers, Manning and myself have been busy about 
the college every day. 

The students for admission to the Bar are examined next 
Wednesday and I anion thecommitteeagain. Have just pre 
pared my questions. Fortunately, I brought my old ones 
down with me. There are some fifteen making application. 

I purchased the works of Hugh S. Legare, and was not a 
little surprised to learn from Colonel Wig-fall that / was men- 
tioned in them : that my name had reached Brussels! I have 
been reading the work with some interest. He is very severe 
on the Nullifiers. 

I was at church on Sunday and heard Mr. Thorn well preach 
a fine sermon. I saw Chancellor Harper at Colonel Preston's. 
His health is desperate and he cannot live long. He inquired 
about Anne and your mother. 

I have bought your knives and a carving knife and fork, a 
ball for Willie that will bounce as high as the house. No hat 
as yet. Price same as in Greenville — f 1.50, and Panama $3. 

I hope you are not much alarmed about the war. There is 
great interest felt here to know more about it. We shall hear 
in a few davs. 

I saw Pringle here on Saturday. Mr. Poinsett will be here 
to-night. 

Colonel Irby brings me news that you have hadagreat deal 
of rain in Greenville and I am afraid my crop is all ruined and 
the land all washed away. 

In my last letter I said nothing about being anxious to get 
back home. You once told me not to write so much about 
that. I will not, at present, but only leave you to imagine 
how much pleasure it would give me to see you and the chil- 
dren. The remembrance of home is always a delightful one. I 
forget that the children ever cry or behave badly. 
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1 8aw at Colonel Frestoirs a beautiful marble bust of Mfh. 
Prenton, by PowevH. It is worth looking at, and made me 
ashamed of my plaster of paris busts. He has a ^reat many 
fine paintings. His library was on shelves in the dining-room, 
but not so large as mine. 

My dear Liz, good-night. If I do not return home by the 
next stage 1 will write you. Kiss the children for me and be- 
lieve me, Yours truly, etr , B. F. Peruy. 



Columbia, S. C, Wednesday Evening. 

My Deak Wife: I have just received your letter written 
on Monday, and am greatly surprised that you did not hear 
from me on Sunday evening. I wrote you a long letter and 
sent it to the postofflce. I hope you have received that and 
another written on Monday night, before this time. 

I was glad to hear you and the children were all well, but 
sorry to hear of the quaiTelling of Jim and Maria. I hope 
they will do better. They are getting seasoned to each other's 
badness. I suppose all married people, black and white, have 
some scrapes, except our noble selves. But I believe negroes 
are generally happier living apart. I will arrange it all when 
I come home. 

I wAs much provoked yesterday about my passage in the 
stage to Greenville. Dr. King has engaged the whole stage for 
to-morrow mornintr. I paid at Greenville for my passage back, 
and claimed my right; but to-day I found that Mr. Youngde- 
sired my services in a case to-morrow, in a case before Judge 
• Wardlaw, and I must stay till the next stage. So this will set- 
tle all difficulties about my passage and Dr. King, but I shall 
be two days longer without seeing you. My seat for Saturday 
is taken and General Thompson, Young and Jones have all 
taken seats in the same stage. I shall be at home Sunday 
night, but none of my cases reached — all postponed till next 
fall. 

To-day I assisted in examining the students. They were all 
admitted. To-night I meet the Board of Trustees, and if oft* 
in time, we will all go to Mrs. EHeWs soiree, which I under- 
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8tand will be a very niaginficent affair — a sort of Fair for the 
benefit of the orphans of Columbia, in which the ladies p^n- 
erally have united There is great preparation in the way of 
roses and ice cream, as I have discovered to-day, in passing: 
the streets. 

You may tell Mr. McBee's family that I wrote a decree to-day 
for Judge Johnson to sign in favor of Mr. McBee, about the 
gold mine, and will bring it up with me. 

I received a letter from Mr. Peroneauand another from Mr. 
Petigru yesterday, in favor of Wilbur as Bursar. 

I have not yet purchased Willie's hat. There are no pretty 
ones. They seem to have no hats for boys except mean 
straw ones at fifty cents. I may find one yet. I have bought 
the india rubber and the ball. The doll and the whip 
I will get. I have bought a shot-gun, for shooting hawks, 
squirrels, etc., a very pretty gun, for f 12. The price was f 15. 
Also a pair of boots, at f 9. My shoes would not answer for 
the mud. I have bought only two or three law books. 

f am sorry to hear about the rain. It has been wet here and 
is now very hot. I am anxious to get home, and when I heard 
Dr. King had got the whole stage to himself I was much pro- 
voked. Nothing didorcould have reconciled me but business. 

1 have not yet seen Mrs. Whitner and Mrs. Mays. They go 
up to-morrow morning. 

I must now close my letter and carry it to the postoffice, 
before I go to the college. Kiss the children for me. 

Your affectionate husband, B. F. Perry. 



Columbia Court House, June, 1844, ) 

Monday 3 o'clock. J 
My Dear Liz : I only have time to write you a word or two. 
I have been so much engaged that I could not write you by 
last mail, and it is the same thing now. 

Your first letter gave me great pleasure, but your last one 
was sad enough in every way. Poor Judg-e Earle. We had a 
meeting of the bar this morning, at the request of the Judges. 
Colonel Preston was called to the chair and I offered some 
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Resolutions, which you will see in the papers. I niade a bio- 
graphical speech to the Court of Appeals on Judge Earle and 
Judfi'e Johnson replied. The speeches will also be published. 

It is possible I may start homein the morning. If so I shall 
be with you, my dear wife and ray dear little children, on 
Thursday night. God knows it will be to me a source of great 
happiness and pleasure. 

I have much tq write you, but no time to do it in, as the 
mail is closing. 

Kiss the children for me and tell them I have a great many 
presents for them. Yours truly and lovingly, 

B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S.C, July 3d, 1846. 

My Dear Wife : Although I have just started on my tour, 
only one night from home, and yet I am disposed to avail 
myself of an opportunity of writing to you. In fact you and 
the children have scarcely been out of my mind for ten min- 
utes since I left home. I regret that I have not all of you 
with me. The conduct of Will, the night I started, in run- 
ning down the stair case to kiss and hug: me once more be- 
fore I departed, deeply affected me. He has an afiectionate 
heart. He will one day make a man of some figure in the 
world, I hope. Anna is so kind and affectionate, so much 
like my old mother, and being a daughter, is my favorite. 
Little Frank is a noble fellow, and how I wish I had him 
on my knees this evening, by your bedside. But I have 
left you all in the care of your mother, and I am sure, feel 
certain that you will be well taken care of. It is said that 
a mother's love is thestrongest feeling of human nature, and 
I know your mother possesses it in its greatest strength. But 
I think a husband's love for his wife, and the mother of his 
children, as strong as any human feeling need be. 

I had a pleasant trip down here — the stage all alone to my- 
self and my journey had been preceded with most refreshing 
and delightful showers, which laid the dust and cooled the at- 
mosphere. In the lower part of Laurens I heard of much sick- 
ness, and some deaths from fevers, whereupon I took out Dr. 
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Oook'H pills and swallowed them without water or anything; 
else to facilitat'e th«ir downward coarse. I never felt better 
than I do. I weighed at Colonel MoNeely's 192 pounds. He 
said he wanted to see how much I would gain in my travels: 
Siiys I will weigh at least 200 when I return. 

I hope you have had rains since I left home. Tell Jim he 
must continue to harrow the corn until it is all silking. Crops 
look fine on the road and the corn made is out of danger from 
droughts, etc. 

At Newberry I sent for Colonel Fair. He was at Edgefield 
court, but I heard that he and Patrick Caldwell and Mr. 
Nauce were all going on to the North next Tuesday. I am 
afraid the news is too good to be true. How I would like to 
have Colonel Fair as a traveling companion. He is a noble- 
hearted fellow and I love him much. 

You must return mv thanks to Mr. Poinsett, Mrs. Butler 
and your mother for the letters they gave me, although I may 
not be able to deliver one-fourth of them. My journey is more 
to look at the country than to become acquainted with peo- 
l)le. 

Should you see any of Tom Butler's family, you may tell 
them I think there is but little doubt of his election as Major. 
I have heard from all the companies but Chester, and he is 
thirty votes ahead of Major Gladden, the next highest candi- 
date. 

I have seen no one scarcely since I reached Columbia. Ate 
dinner, washed, dressed and sat down to write you this letter. 
Nothing to write about, either, so 1 commenced praising our 
children and speaking of a husband's love — old themes, but 
nevertheless interesting ones. You, however, have had too 
many proofs of my love in actions and conduct to have it 
strengthened by words. Your sweetness and womanly soft- 
ness hav^e too often made my sternness and inflexibility of 
])urpose yield to your own wishes, to doubt your influence 
over me. I was not born to obey, and yet you almost always 
make me yield to your feelings and wishes. 

But enough. Remember me to your mother, Susan and 
Anne. Susan, I suppose, begins to feel a young mother's love. 
I hope she may be as happy in life as her disinterestied affec- 
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tion through life merits. And I pray that Anne, too, may be 
restored to health and happiness. Her fate has, indeed, been 
a sad one. Your affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



Washington, D. C, July 6th, 1846. 

My Dear W^ife: I arrived in this city yesterday evening 
and have not yet recovered from the excessive fatigue of the 
journey. I will, however, endeavor to give you a brief account 
of my travels so far. 

Tiie morning after I wrote you in Columbia, I set out on 
therailroadforCharleston, in company with Professor Henry, 
of the South Carolina College. I had quite a tete-a-tete with 
him as far as Branch ville; he then turned up for Aik^n. The 
downward cars had Judge Dunkin on board, but I did not find 
it out till we had landed in Charleston. He inquired after you 
very particularly. I saw no one in Charleston. The boat 
started at 4 o'clock. We had acrowd on board. In the night 
a most terrible storm overtook us, and I asssure you I never 
spent a more wretched night. We were in great danger from 
the wind and lightning. I slept none. It was excessively hot, 
and we had to close all the windows to keep the rain and wa- 
ter out. The heat broke out all over my body, and in many 
places the skin is as red as blood. Sunday morning we landed 
in Wilmingtonand tookthecars for Weld on. where we arrived 
at night — 160 miles. Travelled all night; came to Petersburg 
about sunrise, ate breakfast at Richmond and arrived here at 
5 o'clock. I took lodgings at the National Hotel, a very 
splendid building. Almost the first man I saw was General 
Thompson. He was glad to see me and hear from home. I 
next saw Frederick Rutledge, then a Mr. Mikell from near 
Beaufort. He was going round to Burt's to take tea. After 
tea Burt and Yancey come to see me and we sat and talked 
till near 10 o'clock. In the meantime I met my old acquaint- 
ance, General Rusk, of Texas. General Thompson called up 
Commodore Morris and introduced me to him, and I in- 
formed him Mr. Poinsett had given me a letter to him. He in- 
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quired very kindly about Mr. Poinsett and invited General 
Thompson and myself to call and see liinj. 

In the morning I went down to the Capitol. It is a mag- 
nificent building and greatly surpassed my expectations for 
jrrandeur and beauty. The grounds, too, are mngnificent. I 
was introduced into the House by Mr. Yancey. Simpson came 
over to se^^ me. So did Rhett and Holmes, Black, Woodward 
and Burt. I was greatly astonished at the appearance of the 
members. They are, indeed, a most inferior looking set of 
men ; seem to have very little talent, and one-half of them 
look like they had no pretentions to be called gentlemen. I 
was more shocked at their rudeness and vulgarity than I was 
at their bad looks. They are a rowdy set, and nothing could 
induce me to bea member of that House. I went with General 
Thonipson into the Senate. He introduced me to Crittenden, 
of Kentucky; Lewis of Alabama; Barrow, of Louisiana, and 
Archer, of Virginia. The latter invited me to take tea with 
him to-morrow evening. I spoke to Mr. Calhoun, but I did not 
see McDutfie. Colonel Benton is decidedly the most striking 
and imposing man 1 have seen. I am to go to his house to 
deliver my letter. The Vice-President, Mr. King, is also stri- 
kingly aristocratic in appearance. A good many of the Sen- 
ators are inferior looking. ^oIXq^ 

I have engaged some clothes, but they will not be ready for 
some days and will detain me here, otherwise I should go 
North immediatelv. 

I hope to hear from you before I leave this city. I shall en- 
deavor to write a letter for the Mountaineer, but really the 
breaking out of the heat annoys me so at night that I am al- 
most crazy. I commenced writing this letter last night, but 
hail to stop on that account. 

I feel as if I was a long ways from home, and am anxious 
to see you and the children. It seems to me that I have been 
from home a month, at least. 

You must excuse this hasty scrawl. I will write you again 
before I leave Washington. Kiss the children and give ray 
love to your mother and family. 

Yours etc., B. F. Perry. 
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Washington, July 10th, 1846. 

My Dear Wife: The weather is so dreadfully hot I can 
liardly muster courage enough to write you. It has been one 
week since I left home, and really to me it seems like an age. 
I have traveled so far and seen so much that it seems impos- 
sible that I have done all this in one week. 1 hope you and 
the children are all well and that I shall receive a letter shortly 
saying: so. I left you unwell, and when I think of it, I am al- 
most ashamed .of my conduct; but you were willing and per- 
suaded me to come. 

I have just written a letter to Colonel Townes, giving a full 
account of what I have seen and noticed. To that letter I re- 
fer, and you must consider it a part and parcel of this. 

I had the pleasure of going to the President's yesterday 
evening, and was charmed with Mrs. Polk. There was an im- 
mense crowd of persons in the grounds around the building. 
The President is not so prepossessing in his manners as his 
wife. I saw and was introduced to another fine lady, Mrs. 
Crittenden, of Kentucky. Yesterday I spent at Archer's, in 
company with the Russian Minister, Barrow, Senator from 
Louisiana; Crittenden, of Kentucky; General Thompson, and 
Pendleton, of Virginia. I called to see Commodore Morris, 
General Towson, Major Cooper and Colonel Benton. Commo- 
dore Morris returned my visit this morning. Holmes, Wood- 
ward, Simpson and Black, all called to see me this morning 
and left their cards. Mr. Critttenden also did me the honor to 
call and leave hiscard. I dined with Simpson to-day. General 
Towson seemed very glad to hear from Mrs. Butler, and re- 
quested metocall and see Mrs. Towson. Major Cooper seemed 
delighted to hear from Mr. and Mrs. Poinsett. Colonel Benton 
was not at home. I saw Mrs. Benton and her three daughters, 
one of them married to Colonel Fremont, of the army. When 
I gave Mrs. Fremont the letter from Poinsett, she said she 
was entitled to one-half the letters her father received from 
him. They seemed quite a pleasant and agreeable family; not 
pretty but not ugly, healthy and rosy cheeked. General 
Thompson went with me, and he has been very kind to me. 1 
feel under many obligations to him for his politeness. It has 
been of great service to me. 
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I was delighted with Barrow, of Louisiana. He is a noble 
looking man, and, I think, a noble hearted fellow with hand- 
some talents. I have yet seen very few pretty women. They 
do not strike me at all. Mr. Calhoun came up to me to-day 
and seemed very kind. I have not seen McDuffle. Yancey's 
mother is here and has fallen out with Cunningham's family 
and Ben. Mrs. Calhoun and Mrs. Burt left here this morningfor 
the Virginia springs. 

Commodore Shubrick is in command of the navy yard at 
this plac^. I went to visit the yard and did not carry your 
mother's letter with me, nor did I see him. I will send it to 
him. Barnwell Rhett seems verv kind and clever. 

I have just got my clothes — coat, pantaloons and three vests 
—$45.50. They fit very well, and if I had my shirts I should 
look quite genteel. 

I shall not leave here before next Sunday. You must write 
me in Boston how you are coming on, and the children and 
the farm, etc.; how Willie learns, what they say, etc.; what 
sort of a present they wish, etc. Barrow told me the other 
night he wished to have twenty-five sons — that he would 
rather have a distinguished son than to be distinguished him- 
self. I told him I expected Mrs. Barrow would object to the 
number, which made him smile. He is a noble gentleman. 
Good-night. Your affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



WAsmNGTON, July 12th, 1845. 
My Dear Wife : I will write you a few lines this morning 
before breakfast. I am not in such a rack of pain as I was 
when I wrote you last. But the weather is the hottest I have 
ever felt. Last night I went to the President's alone. Burt 
was to have gone with me. I first rode to Mr. Calhoun's, 
where I spent a few minutes very pleasantly with him. I had 
some apprehensions in going to the White House alone, for 
fear I would not be recognized. There was a great crowd as- 
sembled. I pushed my way through to the President and then 
to Mrs. Polk, who said, in her kind manner, " How do you do, 
Mr. Perry?" I entered into conversation with her. She ex- 
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pressed great astoiiishmettt that I had never been to Wash- 
ington before; said she could hardly believe it. We spoke of 
South Carolina, the mountains, Tennessee, the French Broad, 
down which she had once travelled, the Hudson, etc. 

I met Colonel Benton atthe President's and had a long talk 
with him about Oregon and his speech. I complimented it 
very highly and he seemed pleased. I understand he is very 
greedy of praise and flattery and does not hesitate to talk 
of himself. The President was near by and heard my compli- 
ments, which he did not seem to relish, as it was rather a cen- 
sure on him, as he differed widely from Colonel Benton. 1 
noticed he turned off and sat down. I was introduced to Col- 
onel Benton in the Senate Chamber yesterday, by Mr. Yancey. 
He told me that Benton would speak of his daughters, who 
were educated by himself, in very high terms. He said, "Sir, 
my daughters are well educated. They are capable of con- 
versing, with ease, with the crowned heads of Europe!!!'' 
Mrs. Fremont, it is said, possesses all of her father's talents, 
and I should suppose so from what I saw of her. 

Mr. Yancey ha« resigned his seat ia Congress; is going to 
move to Montgomery to practice law in co-partnership with 
Elmore, of that place. 

I dined with Mr. Simpson the other day. Ho lives by him- 
self^only one other member of Congress with him. He has 
teen very kind to me. And General Thompson — I feel under a 
thousand obligations to him. I have become acquainted with 
Governor Bagby, of Alabama, through Mr. Yancey. 1 wa« 
also introduced to Yuleeand Westcot, of Florida. I saw Mrs. 
Yulee last night at the President's. She is very pretty. 

Yesterday I heard a debate in the Senate between Calhoun, 
We6ster, Dix of New York ; Davis, of Massachusetts ; Archer, 
of Virginia. I also heard Benton speak on another subject. 1 
I liked Calhoun's style of speaking more than that of any 
other. I felt proud of him. He sent me his report the 
other day on the Memphis Convention, and yesterday he 
came to me in the Senate Chamber and asked if I had 
read it, and I had hardlj looked over it. He asked me 
what I thought of it, and begged me to write some- 
thing in the Mountaineer about the subject, in order to 
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call the attention of our friends to it. This placed me in a 
most delicate situation, as I differ with him in some respef*ts. 
I told him I would think of it. 

If I do not stop, my letter will not be at the post office by 
8 o'clock, when the mail closes. I hope to hear from you on 
Monday. Tuesday I will ^o North. Mr. Yancey speaks of ^o- 
ing with me. Kiss the children a dozen times for me. my dear 
Liz. Your affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



WAsmNGTON, July 12th, 1846. 

My Dear Wife: I received your letter yesterday morning- 
and was delighted to hear from home. I went to the post 
office to ]>ut in the letter I wrote you, and came very near 
coming off without inquiring for letters, not supposing you 
had had time to write me. I assure you it affords me great 
pleasure to receive a letter from my home and my dear wife, 
in a strange place. I hope, indeed, to meet you in blooming 
health ; and it seems to me that we shall have been separated 
so long that our meeting will be like a second marriage. I an^ 
glad to hear Will" is head; and that Frank missed me so 
much. I hope they will all be good children and grow better 
by my return, and I will bring them some pretty presents. 

Yesterday I went to see Commodore Shubrick. He now lives 
in Washington and has command of the navy yard. He made 
a great many inquiries about your mother and family, and 
seemed very kind; sent for his daughter to come down and 
see me, and introduced me as the husband of her cousin, Eliz- 
abeth McCall. Said he would call and see me, etc. His stand- 
ing in the navy is very high, and he goes to seain a few weeks. 

From Commodore Shubrick's I went to the Capitol and was 
there introduced again to John Q. Adams, who I find repre- 
sents the district in which my father was born. Heinvited me 
to call and see him and he would give me some information 
about my name. I had considerable conversation with him. 
He looks very much like my father, and I was so forcibly re- 
minded of the likeness on first seeing him that I could not re- 
frain from shedding tears. I never will say aught against him 
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again, for I hold it imposssible for any one with his features 
to be a bad man. 

I went into the Senate and there met for the first time Mr. 
McDuffle, who seemed very kind and invited me to take tea 
with him. I was introduced to Ritchie, the venerable editor 
of the Union. He inquired if I was Major Perry, of Greenville, 
S. C, and on being told yes, he replied: *'You area much 
stouter man than I expected to see. I had always formed an 
opinion that you were a small man.'' I had a long and very 
agreeable conversation with him. 

In the evening Burt and myself took a ride and went to the 
walks of the Capitol, where some hundreds of ladies and gen- 
telmen assemble every evening to hear the band of music, 
promenade, etc. I there met Miss * * I tried to avoid her, 
l)ut she literally ran after me — begged me to call and see 
her. I found her with a member of Congress from Kentucky, 
but she is here alone, without any protector. I met Mrs. 
Woodward and walked over the ground with her and her 
husband and a Miss Camp, from New York. I met and was 
introduced to Mr. Winthrop, of Massachusetts, who is ebgen- 
tlenmn. About dusk we returned to Mr. Calhoun's and took 
tea with Mr. McDuffie and Mr. Calhoun. After tea Middleton 
came in who married a Van Ness. I had met him in the Library 
in the morning and hadagood deal of conversation with him 
after an introduction by Burt. 

After sitting awhile, Burt and myself came to the hotel, 
where we found Colonel Fair and Mr. Nance, who had just ar- 
rived. I am delighted to have Colonel Fair for my travelling 
companion. He will detain me a day or two longer in Wash- 
ington. 

At the bar I found a letter from Colonel Totten inviting me 
to dine with him on Monday at 5 o'clock. He had just received 
a letter from Mr. Poinsett. I find Mr. Poinsett's friends very 
much attached to him here, and I could not have brought let- 
ters from a better source. 

You can have no conception of the heat of the weather. It 
is actually purgatory. Such distress and complaint I never 
heard before. My room is surrounded by ladies, and such dole- 
ful lamentations do I hear! 
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You need be under no apprehensions about my money. I 
believe my trunk the safest place. Captain Rivers is here with 
his daughter, going North, and Mr. Bryce, of Columbia. 

Adieu, my dear wife. My love to the children and your 

mother and family. Your loving husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



Washington, July 13th, 1846. 

My Dear AA^ife: I write you this morning because I may 
not have an opportunity of writing you again for some days. 
The great Tariff debate in the Senate commences to-day, and 
from what I hear will continue several days. This may detain 
me in Washington, as it will be of great interest. The great 
men of the Senate will all take a part. 

Y'esterday was Sunday, and it was so hot that I did not go 
to church. I wrote you a letter in the morning. After break- 
fast I pulled off my clothes and lay on my bed pretty much 
till dinner, thin king of you and the children . I always thought, 
when with you and the childien,that I loved you all as much 
as it wEis possible for a husband and father to love his wife 
and family. But I never realized the full strength of my love 
till separated from you in a strange city, and no hope of see- 
ing you for wTeks to come. I thought to myself all day yes- 
terday how little I appreciated, whilstathome, the value and 
the pleasure of yours and the children's company, and how 
much I would value it on my return. 

In the evening I went with General Thompson, by appoint- 
ment, to see Webster. We found him sitting on his front por- 
tico, with his coat and waistcoat off. He looked as plain as 
any old farmer or country magistrate. He said to me: "I 
have heard of you before." I told him that I once had the 
pleasure of receiving a letter from him. He ordered some 
claret, whisky and w^ater. I and General Thompson drank of 
the claret and water. He drank whiskey and water. He spoke 
of the Tariff, Mr. Calhoun, internal improvements, Oregon, 
the Mexican war, the character of the American people, agri- 
culture, England, stock, Tallyrand, France, etc. I enjoyed 
the conversation very much and was delighted with his sim- 
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plicity and p:reatne8S. When I went to start, he asked me how 
lon^ I would remain in the city. He asked me if he could do 
anything for me in Boston by way of letters, etc. Said he 
would send me to a gentleman near where my father was born, 
who would give me more information than I had any concep- 
tion of, in regard to my name and myself. 

From Webster's we went to Judge Mason's, Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States, and spent an hour or two very 
pleasantly with the Judge and his wife and children. Judge 
Mason is regarded as the purest and best man in Washing- 
ton. His wife is pleasant and agreeable. 

A good many South Carolinians are now here, and Judge 
Butler is to be here in a few days. I tell you, in great confi- 
dence, what you must not mention : That Governor Butler 
and Colonel Mason, of the army, are to fight a duel as soon 
as he arrives in AVashington. This brings Judge Butler here. 
I have my information from General Thompson. But do not 
let it get out, as it would distress his family and friends. It is 
an old quarrel and cannot be made up. 

Major Stark, of Hamburgh, is here, and also Mr. Bryce, of 
Columbia. They are all going North. So I shall have com- 
pany enough. 

To-day I must return some calls and visit old John Q. 
Adams, by appointment. 

The weather is alarmingly hot, and it is truly distressing. 

Breakfast is ready and I must conclude this letter. You 
may not hear from me again before I leave the city. I shall 
go to Baltimore and stay a day, thence to Philadelphia, New 
York, West Point, Albany, etc. Give my love to your mother, 
Susan, McBee and Anne. Kiss the children and accept the as- 
surance of my love. 

B. F. Perry. 



Washington, July 15, 1846. 
My Dear Wife: I received your second letter last night. 
I sent two or three times before I could get it. Once or twice 
the bar keeper told me there were no letters. I knew you had 
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written me, and I leave here to-day. I was nnwillin^; to start 
without hearing from you. General Thompson received let- 
ters from Mrs. Thompson and Butler, who sent word that all 
of my family were well, but I persevered until the letter came, 
and I was much gratified to hear you were all well. I shall 
now leave the city without regret, hoping to hear from you 
in New York and Boston. 

I have not much to write about in addition to my last. I 
dined at Colonel Totten's Monday and was delighted with 
him and his family. He is a very intelligent and warm hearted 
gentleman, his wife is a most agreeable lady; his daughter is 
a Mweet young lady. They all came up and shook hands with 
me and treated me as one of the family. He has two sons not 
grown, I believe he has one or two sons and daughters mar- 
ried whom I did not see. They all seem greatly- attached to 
Mr. Poinsett. 

Yesterday evening I went to the President's, in company 
with Burt, Simpson, Judge Butler and P^air. I told Mrs Polk 
that I had written Mrs. Perry some admirable sketches of the 
White House and its inmates, and assured her that the feeling 
of South Carolina was quite 7oja7that evening. Judge But- 
ler, who was standing with me, said T should use the word 
^' allegiance.'' Mrs. Polk replied that the other was the feeling 
when applied to a lady. AVe talked with her some time until 
a crowd came up and pushed us off. She is a most charming 
woman, and seems so happy at being Mrs. President. I don't 
think I ever saw a happier woman in my life. She has alittle 
spice of vanity in her character and her heart is filled to over- 
flowing with the idea of being the wife of the President, and 
she seems to look upon him as being worthy of all honor and 
admiration. I could but think how she would differ in opinion 
with those who called Mr. Polk a third rate man during the 
Presidential canvass. In her opinion he is first of the great- 
est. I will have a great deal to tell you about persons in 
Washington, but cannot write all. 

I have written a letter to the Mountaineer, and in it men- 
tioned my visit to Adams and the debate in the Senate. You 
will read that letter, and I will not repeat what is in it. 

Judge Butler stays here a short time and returns to South 
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Carolina. Governor Butler has not jet arrived. Dr. May, 
who was omce at Greenville, with Powell McRae, called to see 
me, yesterday. I also went by myself to see Crittenden, of 
Kentucky, and Archer, -Senator from Virginia. I found them 
both very kind and pleasant. Yesterday I dined with Mr. 
Burt, at Calhoun's and McDuffie's in company with those 
gentlemen, Judge Butler, Simpson, Fair and Tucker, of Vir- 
ginia. We had quite a pleasant party. 

Colonel Fair and myself will start to-day for Baltimore. 
You will not hear from me for some days. I have not written 
yet to any one but you and Colonel Townes. I must write to 
some others when I get time. 

My dear wife, you must take good care of yourself and 
children. Give ray love to your mother and family and write 
me all the news. Write to Boston. My present plan is to 
go to New York, Saratoga, Niagara, down the river to Mon- 
treal and Quebec and back to Boston. Mr. Adams directed 
me to take this route and gave me all the particulars. 

Tn great haste, yours truly 

B. F. Perry. 



Philadelphia, July 18th, 1846. 

My Dear Wife : I have just written along letter to Colonel 
Townes, describing everything I have seen since I left Wash- 
ington, and to that letter I refer you. 

I am now traveling with Colonel Fair. Yancey did not come 
on with us as we hoped. We will go on rapidly together till 
we reach Boston. There Colonel Fair will leave me and return 
home. I will stop along to deliver my letters and see more of 
the country. He will go with me to Niagara and Quebec. I 
find it very pleasant to have a friend with me, and will more 
so when I get into Canada. 

I hope to hear from you in New York. If you write me within 
three or four days after you wrote, me last in Washington, I 
shall receive it ; but my stay will be a very short one in New 
York until my return. 

In looking over Sully's Gallery of Paintings, I was struck 
with the painting of Adam and Eve. It is the most lovely pic- 
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ture ever saw, and if I had money would purchase it at f 150. 
You will see some account of it in my letterto the Mountaineer. 
I am deHfJchted with Philadelphia, but have seen no one. 
Your mother's letters I shall have to leave in the postoffice. 
I left Mrs. Heyward's at Wilmington, as I passed through it. 
I feel awkward in calling to see strange ladies, and I suppose 
they have some such feeling themselves. Nor shall I be able 
to call and see your uncle. Captain McCall, as I pass through 
New Jersey. 

I was looking at some bracelets for you this morning. They 
are fashionable — one only — but I will take your advice, and 
make my purchases when I return. I saw a bedstead worth 
$2,500, a wardrobe $1,500, and the whole set for one cham- 
ber worth $8,000 1 I saw some beautiful and new fashioned 
sofas, French, price $150; some neat plain ones at $35. 

I have met in Philadelphia Dr. Thompson, son of Wallace 
Thompson, of Union, who is attending the medical lectures. 
He has been very kind in showing us the city. I find hack 
hire costs me a great deal. They charge one dollar per hour 
for driving. In Washington my carriage hire amounted to 
almost as much as my board bill 

So far, my dear wife, I have been delighted with my trip. I 
knew so little and had seen so little of the world before, com- 
pared with other gentlemen. I have learnt much and acquired 
much valuable information, which I hope will be of service to 
me in after life. 

You must take good care of yourself and children. Do not 
whip them. I believe it is best to let them be unrestrained 
than to be punishing. All children are bad and unruly. Do 
not let Will study too hard. I was glad to hear he was head 
again, and hope he will remain there. I will bring them all a 
pretty present. How I do wish to see you and them, and yet 
we are separated a thousand miles by railroad, etc.! This is a 
long distance when I think of it. Tell Anna she must be a 
good girl and I like to hear that she cries when my letters ai'o 
read. I hope to see Frank much grown when I return, and I 
hope also to see my dear wife recovered and in good health, 
with blooming cheeks again. I hope you are pretty well ; but 
you must not get well too quick. 
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1 hope the servants are doing well. If they do not, it is best 
to let them alone and not have any difficulty with them. In 
Washington they had white servants entirely. Here they 
have black ones. I get along with the black ones best. 

I will write you from New York, if I have time. I hope to 
see some one from Greenville. (leneral Thompson told me to 
write him when I returned, and he would go back with me. 

Give my love to your mother and family and kiss the chil- 
dren for me. Yours truly and affectionately, 

B. F. Perry. 



New York, July 20th, 1846. 

My Dear Wife : I shall leave here in the morning for Al- 
bany, in company with Colonel Fair and Mr. Nance. We will 
go thence to Niagara Falls, through Lake Ontario, down the 
St. Lawrence to Montreal and Quebec, which we expect to per- 
form in six or seven days. We shall then return through Lake 
Champlain and Lake George to the Hudson and Saratoga 
Springs. There Colonel Fair will leave us and return home. I 
shall call to see Mr. Van Buren and stop at West Point, then 
go to New Haven, Newport and Boston, and return by way 
of the Virginia Springs to Greenville about the middle of Au- 
gust. Mr. Nance will return with me. He is a very worthy 
and clever gentleman and I am much pleased with him as a 
traveling companion. 

I have been in New York only two days, and would not leave 
with regret for the beautiful Hudson, had I received a letter 
from you whilst here, as I hoped and expected to do. I feel 
sure you have written and the letter has been misplaced in 
some way, which provokes me. You do not know how dear a 
letter from home is to one in a strange city. My heart sank 
within me when the bar keeper informed me that there was 
nothing for me in the postofflce. I made him send again, and 
again the same answer was returned. I console myself with 
the hope that you and our dear little children are all well. I 
do not think I shall ever wish to leave home again to travel. 
I am not sorry, however, that I am making this tour. It was 
discreditable to me never to have been to the North, but I 
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shall be satisfied when I return to my home, to my wife and 
children. 

I wrote you from Philadelphia, which letter I suppose you 
have received. We had a pleasant trip to New York, passing 
through a beautiful country, the heart of New Jersey, in a 
high state of improvement, adorned with many pretty little 
villages and towns— Princeton, Newark, Burlington, Jersey 
City, Elizabeth town. Am boy, etc. I stopped at the Astor House 
and find it a most magnificent hotel, well kept. I rather think 
the best table I ever was at, but the company is inferior. At 
table we have soup, which is one course, then fish ; then all 
sorts of meats and vegetables, oyster pies, etc.; then all sort& 
of pastry, strawberry pies, puddings, etc., etc. Then the 
cloths are removed and we have pineapples and all sorts of 
fruits ; and lastly, ice creams. If I can get one, I will send you 
a bill of fare. The servants are all white, and very attentive. 
I now see so few negroes that when I see one I feel as if I had 
found an acquaintance, and feel glad to see him. I feel as if he 
was my countryman and fellow-creature and not the white 
man. To-day we wished a carriage to drive to the Croton 
water works, and I selected a black man instead of one of the 
many white men standing by. I think Cuffee was made for a 
servant, and he does pretty well at his post. In every room 
of this hotel there is a Bible placed on the table. 

I called to see Hastie to-day. He was out. I left Nichols' 
letter and my card. The weather has been quite cold, but to- 
day has been very pleasant. I rode through the Park, saw 
the Museum and there met two mammoth boys, seven and 
ten years old, weighing five hundred pounds. They look like 
fat hogs. As I return I shall endeavor to see more of this 
great democratic and mobocratic city. The streets are 
crowded from morning till 12 o'clock at night; so much so 
that it Is difficult to walk them. I went to Trinity church 
Sunday evening, but the pews and aisles were all full. I stood 
up amid the crowd till the organ stopped and then went out. 
It is the largest and richest church in America, I expect. 

You must write me to Boston, as soon as you receive this 
letter. I shall be constantly traveling now^ for a week, and 
you may not hear from me in that time. Accept my love for 
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you and tho children and remember me to your mother and 
family. I must now pack up. Your husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



Albany, July 22d, 1846. 

My Dear Wife : I cannot resist the temptation which a few 
leisure moments afford me of writing to you. I have nothing 
to write, and yet it gives me pleasure to say so, and to know 
you will take a pleasure in receiving such a communication 
from your husband in a far distant land. I wish I could only 
receive a similar communication from my wife to-night; but 
that pleasure will be denied me until my return to New York 
and visit to Boston. 

I wrote you on leaving New York. I will now bring my 
journey up to this time : 

Tuesday morning we got on board the steamboat for Al- 
bany. From the time we started until we reached this city, 
the scenery on the Hudson was a continued picture. To me it 
was an enchanted view the whole way. I did not know before 
that a landscape could be so beautiful. It is w^orth travelling 
a thousand miles to see. The beautiful riversr, the high and 
precipitous banks, rugged cliffs, splendid mansions, lovely 
farms, fertile and highly cultivated and improved, the flocks 
of cattle, etc., all drew from me admiration and wonder. The 
boat was crowded with men, women and children, several hun- 
dred. I took my seat in the extreme part of the forward deck 
and continued to gaze on the bewildering scenery. Colonel 
Fair and Mr. Nance joined me, and Mr. Hobby, Assistant 
Postmaster General, united himself to us. He was familiar 
with every spot and could point out every house, and cliff and 
village. He was born on the banks of the Hudson. I found 
him a most intelligent and agreeable gentleman, very much 
like Mr. Calhoun in appearance, and talks like him. I never 
saw a prettier place than Newburgh, a town on the Hudson. 
The Catskill mountains looked to me very much like the Sa- 
luda mountains. 

We reached this city at 5 o'clock. The British Legation, 
Mr. Cranston, was on board— a very plain looking gen- 
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tleman. Albany is a beautiful town, built on the side of a hill 
and on top of the hill. Every rain washes the paved streets 
clean. The convention of New York is now in session at this 
yilace. We went last evening to visit the Capitol and were 
very politely shown over the House by one of the members, 
Mr. Towiisend. In the morning* 1 found that Mr. Cambrelin<2: 
and Mr. Kemble were members of the convention and board- 
inji* at the house we stopped at. I sent them Mr. Poinsett's 
letters and thev were very civil to me. Mr. Kemble is one 
of the most accomplished gentlemen I have met with, a 
bachelor, and as I was told in Washington, the ''Siamese 
friend " of Mr. Poinsett. I have had a ^reat deal of conversa- 
tion with him. Governor Wriiiht is not at home to-dav. Mv 
letter to him 1 will keep till I return. Mr.Cambrelingisa very 
y)lain, sensible gentleman, but not remarkable for anything* 
except, perhaps, his ^ood sense. 

We start in the morning for Niagara Falls. It is now rain- 
ing very hard and I am afraid it may rain to-morrow. The 
next letter I write you will be from Her Majesty's dominions, 
and in it you may expect a. description of Niagara and the 
lakes. 

Tell Will I will bring himanicesuit of clothes from Canada. 
Tell Anna and Frank I will bring them something pretty, and 
I must get a present for you from Queen Victoria's realms. 

My dear wife, good-night. All of my letters are written in 
great haste, as I have not time to travel, look, write and sleep 
all at the same time. It seems to me I have been in one con- 
tinued hurry from the time I started. Travelling is not pleas- 
ant, except that you see so much. 

Remember me to your mother, Susan, McBee and Anne. 
Good-night. Affectionately your husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



Saratoga Springs, July 23d, 1846. 

My Dear WiFE: I arrived here last night, very much fa- 

tiaued and worn down. Enclosed I send vou a letter which 

you will read and send over to Colonel Townes. It will give 

vou some idea of where I have been, and I have not time to 
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re-write it for you. I shall leave here this evening for Troy, 
Albany, Van Buren, Spring-field, New Haven, Boston, etc. I 
shall not get your letters until my return to New York. It 
seems to me that I have been almost to the end of the world, 
and am happy that my face is now homeward. You may 
well imagine my impatience to return to my wife and children. 
1 am heartily tired of travelling and will never care to go from 
home again. 

In Montreal I purchased three beautiful dresses for you : 
one of silk, one of a new sort of goods, which has not yet 
reached the United States, and the other a most lovely pat- 
tern—silk and woollen. I have purchased Anna two beautiful 
dresses, perhaps enough for three or four. I have purchased 
Will and Frank a suit each. I have also purchased for you a 
great many Indian curiosities, which are beautiful, bags, pin 
cushions, etc. And also a variety from the Grey Nuns. I have 
bought for myself some fine clothes, all very cheap. Your 
dresses are new and lovely. 

How glad I would be to hear from you, but I flatter myself 
that you are now perfectly well and that the children are all 
well. It has been more than a month since your confinement, 
and I hope the bloom is restored to your cheeks. This is the 
very first opportunity I have had to write 3'ou since my let- 
ter from Albany. 

Last night I met here some very pleasant ladies from 
South Carolina, who seemed glad to see me because I was from 
their own State: a Miss Nelson, from Statesburgh, who knows 
the Bradley's and says one of them is to be married to Richard 
Harrison in a short time. She is a young girl about eighteen, 
and I have walked with her all over the grounds, to the Springs, 
etc. Miss Yates is here and has taken possession of Colonel 
Fair. There is a Miss Taylor here from South Carolina, grand- 
daughter of Governor Ta.ylor, and a pleasant girl. Mr. Sea- 
brook and his bride, MissBulow, are here, who seem pleasant 
and glad to see us. There are at this house about five hun- 
dred persons; some thousands at the other houses. The 
world seems congregated here. 

In some of my former letters I spoke of the heat breaking 
out over my body. The skin is now all peeling off and my 



108 Letters of B. F. Perky 

hands look bad, but are now pretty well peeled over. I shall 
have a new fresh skin on my return. Yesterday I was bilious. 
I feel much better to-day. 

I shall part company with Colonel Fair and Nance at Troy, 
and I reoret it, but they will not wait on me. I must see Gov- 
ernor Wright and Mr. Van Buren before I return. When I 
shall reach home I do not exactly know. I wish to spend a 
day or two in Boston and a day at New Haven. I may stop 
a day in Washin^on and a day at the Virginia Springs. 

God bless you, my dear wife and children. Kiss the children 
for me, and give my love to your mother and family and re- 
member me to all my friends in Greenville. I shall have a 
great deal to tell you on my return — enough to keep us talk- 
ing for a long time. Your affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 

Note. — His letters, deHcribing \iagara Falls.Montreal, Quebec and the Lakes, were 
written to the Mountaineer, and he did not repeat to me 



Kinderhook, August 3d, 1846. 

My Dear Wife : p]nclosed I send you a letter to read and 
hand to Colonel Townes. I have nothingtoaddtoit. I wrote 
it because I had a few leisure moments. 

I was very much gratified with my visit to Mr. Van Buren, 
and spent the evening most pleasantly. When you see Mr. 
and Mrs.' Poinsett, say to them that Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Gil- 
pin and lady, Mr. John Van Buren and Mrs. Van Buren all 
desire to be i*emepibered to them, and spoke of them in the 
most affectionate terms; said they were in hopes to have seen 
them here this summer. 

By waiting to see Mr. Van Buren I have lost two days, and 
I assure you I hesitated whether to do so or not. I thought, 
however, that you would desire it, and that you would be 
willing to postpone the pleasure of seeing your husband that 
length of time for him to make the acquaintance of the ex- 
President. I was pleased with Governor Wright, too, but had 
a few moments to stay only before the cars left. 

Colonel Fair and Mr. Nance have gone. They are to meet 
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me at New Haven to-raorrow night. They will be returning 
from Boston and I shall be going on. My impatience to re- 
turn home 18 now so great that I shall not enjoy what I see as 
1 otherwise might. I will write you from New Haven, if I have 
time. 

I must now close my letter and start for the railroad. God 
bless you and the dear little children, and God only knows 
how much I wish to see you all again. Yours truly, 

B. F. Perry. 



New Haven, August 4th, 1846. 

My Dear Wife: I arrived in this lovely town yesterday 
evening, in time to take a walk around the college buildings, 
the State House and churches. This morning I procured a 
large open barouche, and drove all through the streets and 
around the suburbs. Oh, my dear wife, how happy I should 
have been to have had you seated by my side, pointing out 
the streets and houses as you saw and recognized them. The 
house in which your mother lived, the church which you at- 
tended, the school where you went every morning with books 
and slate, like a sweet little girl of ten or twelve — sometimes 
trudging through the snow and meeting the cold winds I 
need not say to you that New Haven is dear to me from 
these associations, and if it were an ugly place, still I should 
love it, as the town in which ray dear wife was educated 
and spent some of her most pleasant days. But it is the pret- 
tiest town I have yet seen. I was told by a young English- 
man with whom I travelled in Canada, that New Haven was 
the prettiest town in America. I now heartily agree with him. 
But it is twice as large as when your mother resided here, 
and yet every house is built in the finest style and with great 
taste. 

After I had ridden over the town, I drove to Colonel Mose. 
ley's to deliver your mother's letter. He was not at home, and 
w^ould not return for several days. So I shall not have the 
pleasure of seeing your old friend. I left the letters and my 
card and drove to Governor Edwards'. He was at home, and 
as soon as he broke open your mother's letter, came into the 
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room. I found him very pleasant and agreeable. He made a 
jcreat many inquiries about your mother a,nd her family. Af- 
ter a short call I took my leave and returned to the Assembly 
House, where I have stopped. I had hardly returned before he 
came round and told n^e that on reading your mother's letter 
whe desired him to introduce me to Professor Silliman and 
President Day, and show me your sister's grave. He stopped 
at Mr. IngersolFs to inquire the spot. We went into the ceme- 
tery and readily found the place beside the grave of a daughter 
of Commodore Shubrick, in Mr. lialph J. IngersoU's inclosure, 
and shaded by a small tree planted some yearssince. I need not 
say to you that 1 shed many tears over the grave of my wife's 
sister, as I looked on it. My weakness was seen and noticed 
by Governor Edwards. 

We found Professor Silliman at home, and I was much 
pleased with him, his conversation and his appearance. HeiB 
really a fine looking gentleman and much younger than I ex- 
])ected to see him. He begged to be remembered to your 
mother and to you ; said he remembered all of you with great 
interest and thanked me for calling to see him, and regretted! 
my stay was so short. We found President Day engaged with 
the Board of Trustees. He came to the door of the college and 
expressed great pleasure at seeing the son-in-law of Mrs. McCall, 
inquired most affectionately after you and your mother and 
invited me to take tea with him this evening at half-past six. 
He said Mrs. Day would be glad to see me and inquire about 
Mrs. McCall. Governor Edwards asked me to walk round this 
evening and see his daughter, the only member of his family 
living with him, but I am afraid I shall not be able to do so. 
We rode by the brick house in which your mother lived, near 
the college. I looked at it with great interest, and pictured 
to myself three little girls, blooming with health, beauty and 
loveliness, playing and running over the house and garden, 
and that one of them was now my wife and the mother of 
three sweet, lovely children! What a change a few years 
makes in the condition of a little girl I 

I can not get from here to New London except by riding 
twelve hours in the stage. I will return to Springfield and 
irom thereto Boston. I will pass through either New London 
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or Newport on tny return to New York. Say to Mrs. But- 
ler I came hereon purpose to go by Mrs. Rodgers' to Boston, 
but am disappointed. I hope, however, to have the pleasure 
of seeing some of her relatives on ray return. 

I hope to hear from you in Boston and also on my return 
to New York. I must close. Shall not write you again for 
eome days. Kiss the children and give my love to your 
mother and familv and remember me to all mv friends. 

Yours truly and affectionately, B, F, Perry, 



Boston, August 6th, 1846. 

My Dear Wife: I arrived hei*e yesterday to dinner, and 
received two letters from you. I can not tell j^ou how happy 
those letters made me. It had been so long since I had heard 
from you, and I had travelled so many thousand miles, that 
it really seemed to me I was lost and forgotten. I was afraid, 
too, that some of you might not be well. If I had consulted 
my feelings, I should have started home from New Haven, 
without visiting Boston. But I am now better satisfied, and 
will remain here a day or two. Your first letter was advei*- 
tized and I did not receive it till I applied for advertized let- 
ters. 

I immediately, on reading your first letter, made a memor- 
anda of the articles you wish me to purchase and which I will 
get as long as my money holds out, I purchased last evening 
a beautiful shawl, such as you described, white, with lilac 
stripes, for $3.50; the price was $4. It is a beautiful thing, 
and far prettier than anything of the kind ever sold in Green- 
ville. Your dresses in Canada were about |9 apiece. The dres- 
sesfor you and thechildren were$35. My cloth clothes— dress 
coat, and pantaloons and travelling sack— were $52. My 
clothes in Washington and shirts in New York $60. Carriage 
hire has been a large item. I paid one day in New Haven 
$3.25 for the hire of a carriage to ride over the city and to 
viisit with Governor Edwards. I mention these things to show 
you the state of my finances, and if I should fail to bring you 
a music box and something else, you must know it is not be- 
cause I would willingly deny the least request you can make. 
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It has been my ^eat pleasure since our married life com- 
menced to love you and make you happy in everything. 

Colonel Fair and Mr. Nance have ffone home. They did not 
pass through New Haven, and I saw nothing more of them. I 
found on my arrival at the Tremont House a letter from Col. 
Fair explaining why he did not meet me as he promised. Just 
as I was getting into the cai*s T met Mr. Latta, of South Car- 
olina, going to Boston, and will make the same stay that I 
do and return to New York with me. He is an old gentleman 
of great wealth and has a son and two daughters at school in 
New Haven. He wason board the vessel with your fatherand 
mother when they were going to Philadelphia, where your 
father died. He desired to be remembered to your mother, 
about whom he made many inquiries. I find him a pleasant 
old gentleman, and being from South Carolina, we have at- 
ta,ched ourselves to each other. 

The weather is extremely hot, and last night I was so much 
fatigued that I had a dreadful headache. I was afraid I was 
going to have a bilious attack, and hunted for Dr. Crook's 
pills, but they are lost. This morning I feel much better, but 
the weather is so hot there is no moving about. 

Tell Mrs. Butler that 1 will certainly see her sister, but I will 
not be able to visit Newport. I will return through New Lon- 
don to New York, there stay a day and go home as fast I can. 
I should like to call and see your uncle, Captain McCall, but 
am afraid I shall not be able to do so. 

Tell Susan that the coral beads must be a present from me 
and not you. I claim the honor of making the young stran- 
ger the present. 

Tell Will, Anna and PVank that their commands shall all 
be obeyed, and that they must be good children, mind what 
you say and not be cross to each other. 

Yours truly and affectionately, B.F. Perry. 



Boston, August 7th, 1846. 
My Dear Wife : Enclosed I send you a letter for Colonel 
Townes. I shall leave in the morning for New London and do 
not know when I shall have time to write you again. 
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I have purchased for you a most magnificent bracelet 
—$11.50, and two gold pins $3. I have had made for you 
the prettiest thing in the shape of a French cap your eyes 
ever beheld— $5. How I shall carry it without mashing is the 
difficulty. I have purchased a beautiful set of coral for Susan's 
first-born- $4.50. I have purchased a suit of clothes for Will 
and Frank, at $17. They are very handsomely made. I will 
make your mother a present of Massilon's Sermons, which I 
now have. My trunk is full and 1 can get nothing more in it. 
You see I have gratified your every wish. I felt it doubly my 
duty to do so, as I had been off enjoying my travels and 
spending money while you were at home. I wish you had 
been with me, and yet I know you would not have found it 
pleasant. 

I must now pack up and be ready to start soon in the morn- 
ing. Good night, my dear Liz. Kiss the children for me. 

Your affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



Richmond, August 12th, 1846. 

My Dear Wife : I am happy to be this far on my return 
home to you and the children, and I am very much tempted 
to go on by Charleston. Judge Butler and many others are 
going that way. But I do not consider it entirely safe, and if 
I returned through Columbia I should have to stay there at 
the Court of Appeals. 

The morning I left Boston I received your last letter, and 
on my return to New York I found two more only. The two 
first you wrote me are lost in some way. I was delighted to 
receive all your letters and read them over the second time in 
the cars as I came on. 

When you see Mrs. Butler tell her I was much pleased with 
Mrs. Rodgers and her family. If Miss Rodgers' wardrobe had 
been completed, she would have come on with me. Her mother 
says she is insane on the subject of her visit to South Carolina. 
She will remain twelve months with Mrs. Butler and will come 
on in September. She is about the age and size of Behethlind 
Butler, and seems quite a pleasant girl. I was very much 
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pleased with Mrs. Rodgers, who must have been a very hand- 
some woman when young. Her sons seem remarkably clever. 
One is in the navy and the other in the army and goes to 
ilexico in September. There was a little chap about thir- 
teen or fourteen, who was standing with a string of crabs 
in his hand, looking at me. His brother called him and said 
to him: **You have let that gentleman see you with your 
crabs, and he is a relation of ours.'' **Well," waid the little 
fellow, *' I saw him when he got out of thttboat, and I thought 
then he was some of our kin.'' 

I have just hadavisitfrom James' mother and brother. She 
is quiteagood looking woman, about the color of James, and 
seems smart and sensible. James must take his bad qualities 
from his father, who ran away to a free State, as his mother 
tells me. She gave me a letter, a. brooch and twenty-five cents 
to give James. The brother of eTames looks lazy, too. 

I did not see General Thompson on my return to Washing- 
ton. He will leave there in four or five days with General Butler, 
by the way of the Virginia Springs. 

Miss Rodgers informed me that Miss Thompson *and Mr. 
Jones were engaged, and Miss Crayton and Mr. Rowland. 

Governor Butler lookstobein very bad health, a mere wreck 
of himself. His difficultv with Ma-son is unsettled and I did 
not hear the particulars. 

I must now conclude, as I have to pack up and eat break- 
fast in time for the cars. I hope to be at home in the course 
of ten days, or perhaps sooner. I do not know the stfige route, 
etc., and cannot speak with certainty. 

Kiss the children for me and remember me to your mother 
and family and all friends. Your loving husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



Anderson C. H., Oct. 28th, 1846. 
My Dear Wife : I have time only to write you a few lines 
by Butler Thompson, who starts this morning. He told me 
that his mother said I must come back by Thursday. I sup- 
pose from that you will be invited to the wedding. If so, I 
hope you will go. I trust Frank is better and that neither of 
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the other children has taken the scarlet fever. If you can , write 

me by Thursday's mail, though I do not know whether I shall 

be detained here so long. 

We have very little business in court, and as soon as I can 

get throuojh I wish to go to Pendleton and perhaps see Mr. 

Calhoun's farm, etc., thence to my mother's old place. You 

must write me to Pickens by some one who is going. 
********* 

My dear Liz, our happiness in this life is very much in our 
own hands. If we strive in the right way to be happy, we will 
be. We must exercise Christian philosophy and bear up with 
the ills of this life, look to the comforts we have and not pine 
after those we can not get. My rule through life has been to 
make the most of my situation and look on the bright side 
of the picture; never worry myself about that which cannot 
be altered or has passed by, do my duty to the best of my 
ability and care little as to consequences ; and I flatter myself 
that I have been blessed through life ; blessed with prosperity, 
blessed with the comforts of life and the good opinion of my 
acquaintances; blessed with a good wife and pretty children, 
to whom I look for all my future happiness, and to promote 
whose happiness I live and am happy. 

Your affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



Anderson, October 29, 1846. 

My Dear Wife : Mr. Speer will return to Greenville in the 
morning and I cannot forego the opportunity of writing you 
a few lines. 

I hope to hear from you and how the children are by the 
stage to-morrow. I have been detained here longer than I ex- 
pected, and the probability is that I shall not get off till the 
end of the week. I have a case of great importance which is 
at the foot of the docket. I have been trying to compromise 
it, but have not yet succeeded. 

I had a settlement with my client Mattison, and took his 
note for $200. He is very good, but I should like to have the 
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money, instead of it. I shall ^t another note for $50, so the 
profession is not entirely valueless. 

I have not yet sent your pin-cnshion and box to Mrs. Sharpe, 
but will do so, if I do not carry it myself. I have not seen Mr. 
Sharpe since I have been here 

General Whitnertold me to-day that Mrs. Whitner had sent 
to invite me there yesterday evening, but the messenger could 
not find me, and she was scolding him for not bringing me. 
They are kind and hospitable. 

I hope you and your household are doing well. I am very 
anxious about the children, but hope for the best. You must 
write me a letter by Mr. Speer to Pickens. Send it to Mrs. 
Rowland's early Sunday morning and let me hear all the 
news ; how you and the children are, how your mother and 
family are, the servants, etc. You can also give me an account 
of Eliza Thompson's wedding. I understand the whole world 
is invited. 

I am very much afraid I shall not be able to go by my fath- 
er's old place. I am certain that I shall not get there Friday 
night, but perhaps I can see them at Pickens and it will do as 
well. 

We shall have a great deal of business at Pickens and I mav 
not be at home till the last of the w^eek or Sunday. 

The railroad is quite popular here and in Abbeville. It is 
said Abbeville will subscribe $500,000. I begin to think the 
road must go that waj . 

Kiss the children and tell Frank I will let him rid^ Skylark 
When I come home. Tell Will he must keep head, and tell 
Anna she must be a good girl and begin to learn her letters. 

Your affectionate husband, B. F. Perry. 



Pendleton Village, Friday Night. 

My Dear Wife: I am thisfaronmy wayto Josiah's. After 
waiting all the week, I discovered this evening that my case 
would not be reached in time to try it. 

I received your letter yesterday morning and was very glad 
to hear you were all well, except Frank, and that he would be 
in a short time. I am under constant apprehension that Wil- 
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lie or Anna will take the scarlet fever. You must be sure and 
write me at Pickens court. 

I did not get here till dark, and since tea I have sent your 
box to Mrs. Sharp. The raesseng:er has not returned yet. I 
shall not be able to call and see her in the morning, as I wish 
to make an early start. I hope, however, to see the Green- 
ville stage before I leave, and read the Mountaineer. 

I suppose Miss Eliza Thompson was married last night and 
feels quite happy in the change she has made. How happy all 
persons ought to be immediately after marriage. They have 
all the pleasures of married life in enjoyment and expectancy, 
without any of the cares and responsibilities. I shall expect 
an account of the wedding in your letter at Pickens court. 

By the by, I have been reading Mrs. Ellis' book on ** Women, 
Daughters, Wives and Mothers." It is a capital work and 
I must purchase it to read to you this winter, on my return 
from Columbia. She gives some most excellent advice. 

You say the North American Review came vyith a criticism 
on Simms' works. I wish I had it to read whilst here at Pick- 
ens. I will write a letter to-night to John Cunningham. I am 
glad you wrote Miss Pamela. I have no doubt she is sorely 
grieved at Simms' unkind attack on her. John's letter was a 
sensible one. 

I am here at Hubbard's hotel. The fare is as good as ever. 
They have just moved back from Georg-ia. 

You must take good care of thechildren. Ihope your mother 
is better. When I was there and saw everything in the house 
looking so handsome and so neat,. the table spread with a fine 
breakfast, the situation so beautiful, I thought to myself, 
where should happiness dwell, if not here? In passing along 
the roadside I very often see some miserable hovel, dirty and 
squalid children, no carpets, nothing pleasant to see, and yet, 
I think to myself, it may be the inmates are happier than 
some others with all the comforts and luxuries of life ! 

But good-night. Happiness should be and has been our 
companion so far, and our abode is a fit habitation for it, and 
we are worthy of her companionship. Good-night. 

Your devoted husband, B. F. Perry. 
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Pickens, November 3d, 1846. 

My Dear Wife: I have onlj time to write you a line by 
Colonel Townes, thanking you for your letter by Mr. Elford. 
I was indeed glad to hear you were all well and doing well. I 
do not know when I shall return, perhaps not before the last 
of the week. I was disappointed in going to Josiah's, as it 
rained all day, Saturday, and I was detained at old Pendle- 
ton. I have not yet seen Josiah or Foster. They will be here 
to-day. 

In the evening of Saturday Mr. Sharpe called to see me and 
thanked me for the pin-cushion and invited me to his house, 
but I did not go. Sharpe was dressed up and looked quite 
spruce ; had a good deal to say about his farm, etc. 

I came to this place Sunday morning and escaped the rain, 
but have a bad cold. I find very little business here. General 
Thompson says he is going to quit riding the circuit. Says if 
he practices law he will go to Charleston. 

In great haste. You must remember meto the children and 
kiss them. Your affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



TO mS wife in CHARLESTON. 



Columbia, S. C, Thursday, November 24th, 1846. 

My Dear Wife: Your letter was received last night. I was 
glad to hear from you. I am gratified to know you are pleas- 
antly situated at your aunt'jr, Mrs. Turnbull's, but you did 
not mention anything about the children . Always tell me how 
they are and what they are doing. 

I would have written to you last evening, but had not an 
opportunity of doing so before the mail closed. I wrote a 
very good letter for the Mountaineer, as you requested, and 
gave an account of our railroad meeting in Charleston, etc. 

We met with a considerable accident on Sunday coming to 
Columbia. There were three cars filled with members of the 
Legislature. I happened to be in the front one. The car be- 
hind ran off and broke the axle-tree, pulled off the middle one 
and twisted the one in front considerably. Finally the hind- 
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most car broke loose and was left behind. The engine was 
stopped and the second car, after great difficulty, was extri- 
cated from the train. Fortunately no one was hurt. All the 
members had to get into one car and stand up till they 
reached Columbia, a distance of thirty miles. The other two 
cars were badlj^ broken and left behind. It was late at night 
when we arrived in Columbia. The cause of the accident was 
the weakness of the hindermost car. 

I found all of our Greenville members in Columbia, and at 
Gladden 's. They brought no news from Greenville. Colonel 
Townes said he had seen Edward and Charles. Colonel T. P. 
Butler is here, but returns home to muster his company. He 
says he will go to Mexico if his company accepts the terms, 
which I am inclined to think they will not. Major E. D. Earle 
is here in good spirits and so is Reed. The candidates for the 
different offices are without number: thirty-two for messen- 
ger, ten or fifteen for Secretary of State and as manj^ for Su- 
perintendent of Public Works. 

I saw Mr. W. Gilmore Simms and had a long talk with him 
about his criticism of Miss Pamela's book. He has written an 
answer to John Cunningham, which I presume will pacify. He 
said he had no idea that the article was written by a lady. 

Mr. Boyce came to me on Monday, and said that some of 
the Senators had been trying to get Colonel Patterson not to 
run for President of the Senate again, and if he had consented 
they intended to elect me, but that Patterson seemed so 
anxious about it, they did not like to say more to him on the 
subject. How would you like to have heard of my election as 
President of the Senate, without in fact my knowledge of 
what was going on ? I have been asked repeatedly, since my 
arrival here, if I had no aspirations to the Chancery Bench. 

The prospects of our railroad is brightening. Colonel Mem- 
minger called to see me yesterday and we were engaged some 
time in consultation on the subject. He takes a deep interest 
in it. W^e have another meeting this evening. 

B. C. Yancey has his bride with him at Hunt's. I am going 
over this evening to see her. Ben looks well, but I saw a tear 
in his eye when I spoke. of his marriage. Perhaps it was in re- 
membrance of his first wife. It seems disrespectful to the de- 
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parted wife. To take another seems like being divorced or for- 
saking the memory of her. 

Kiss the children for me and give my respects to all your 
aunt's relations. Your affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, November 26, 1846. 

My Dear Wife : Your second letter was received last night 
and gave me great pleasure to hear from you, but I was sur- 
prised you had not heard from me. My letter was certainly 
in the postoffice when you wrote. You must not wait for me 
to write you an answer. This you know I would do most 
cheerfully, if I had time ; but really, between the Legislature, 
the courts and calls of company, I have not a moment to 
spare. I have been wishing to go to the theatre and to see 
the painting again, but have not time. The night you de- 
clined the Miss Elliots' invitation I had to walk a half mile 
down to the college in the night and back, after 10 o'clock. 
The wind was terribly cold. The Board of Trustees meet 
again Monday night. 

You seem to think you will be short of money. You know, 
my dear Liz, I will send you more if you desire it. Make your- 
self easy on that score, and if you see anything you desire, 
purchase it and write me and I will send you the money. It 
gives me great pleasure always to gratify the wishes of my 
wife in every particular. I know how pleasant it is to pur- 
chase little things which we fancy. 

There is one thing which I wish you to do for me — and 
you must do it. As you pass through Columbia you 
must let Clark Mills take your bust. It will look hand- 
some and be much better than a portrait. I have had 
mine taken. He came to my room, took a brush 
and put on my face a sort of paste which dried in a few 
minutes and fell off a complete mould for a likeness. The op- 
eration is not disagreeable. He says he will have the finest 
likeness of me he ever saw. I saw Mrs. David F.McCord's. It 
is very fine and looks well. The price is $25 and |35. You 
may have copies for |5 and $7.50. His busts of Judge John- 
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fton and Elmore are admirable. Also of Pettigru, Preston, 
Judge Cheves. and Hampton. 

I have paid McCa rter $200 for my book bill ; also paid over 
the money received of Butler Thompson. Whilst T was sitting 
for my bust, Dr. Toague came in and paid me |50 in part 
towards a counsel fee. I thought the visit very opportune. 

General Thompson and the Greenville delegation think I 
can be elected Chancellor, but I do not. Colonel Ashe said he 
would vote for me in preference to any of the candidates. Col- 
onel Fair has suggested me as president of the bank, in place 
of Elmore, who will be elected United States Senator, but I 
have suggested Judge O'Neall. If he is elected I do not know 
but that I may be a candidate for the Bench. I am really 
gratified at the estimation in which I seem to be held by the 
Legislature. Dr. Goodwin told me the other day that he was 
very anxious to see me President of the Senate. He is Senator 
from St. Matthews. 

You must write me often and all about the children, your- 
self and aunts. Colonel Martin asked me this morning how 
often you wrote me. He said his wife wrote every other day 
and he did the same. You must write me when you expect to 
come up, or what your arrangements are, as soon as you 
determine. 

I have not yet been to pay Mrs. Yancey a visit. We have a 
railroad meeting in Columbia to-morrow evening. We are all 
to make speeches. Colonel Summer will publish my speech in 
the Carolinian next week. 

I have engaged with the editor of the Southbj'n Review to 
write an article on '^Curwen's Life," and embody the Revolu- 
tionary history of the upper country. 

I must now go to the committee room. Tell Will he must be 
a goqd boy. His papa was never so bad (though I was a bad 
boy at his age.) Tell Anna she must b'e the young lady and 
Frank a little man. Kiss them. My love to your aunts. 

B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C, November 29th, 1846. 
My Dear Wife : I was very much disappointed last night, 
on returning from the railroad meeting and not finding a 
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letter from von. Mv first letter to you remains unanswered. 
I hope, however, that you and the children are all well and 
that I shall certainly hear from you this evening. 

I am so busy that I have no leisure on Sunday, even. The 
whole of to-day I have spent in drawing a railroad charter 
for Greenville. Last night I made a speech an hour long on 
the railroad to a town meeting in this place. General Thomji- 
son is to speak Monday night. Then I have to meet the 
Board of Trustees and elect a professor of Roman literature. 

Yesterday I attended a lecture of Dr. EUett's before the 
trustees on gun cotton. I loaded a pistol with this cotton 
and shot it three or four times. The cotton is better than 
powder and will supersede it in all probability. 

To-morrow my resolution giving the election of electors to 
the people comes up for discussion. We shall begin this week 
to have matt«i*s of interest before our honorable body. I 
wish you were here to witness them. You must let me know 
as soon as you determine what you are going to do, whether 
remain in Charleston or come to Columbia. General Thomp- 
son says Mrs. Thompson is to be here this week. Jones and 
Eliza have gone home from Edgefield. 

Clark Mills is making progress with my bust. At present it 
is an ugly affair. I desire very much to have yours taken. 
I am sure it will make a handsome one ; and whenever an op- 
portunity offers I wish to have your portrait taken. 

How I should like to see you and the children — peep in on 
you and see how you are employed. I hope the children are 
behaving well. But really no children always behave well, and 
should seldom be taken from home. I must now go to dinner, 
and will keep my letter open till nighc. 

I have just received your letter, dated Saturday morning, 
and thank you for it. I was afraid you were unwell or some- 
thing was the mattei* with the children. I have written you 
twice and hope you have received the second letter, 

I shall be glad to see you whenever you feel disposed to 
come up, and will supply you with all the money you wish. 
I know how pleasant it is to spend when abroad, and how 
much we are tempted by pretty things. I only regret I have 
not a fortune to place at. your command. But we have done 
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pretty well. If you stand in need of funds, write me. Ask 
Klinck to give you a bill of the groceries. 

I have just received a Greenville Mountaineer with my letter 
in it and one from Colonel Townes. 

Mr. Elmore will not be a candidate for the Senate. Judge 
Butler will be a candidate, Colonel Davie, Barnwell Rhett, Pick- 
ens, Judge O'Neall, Governor Hammond, etc. 

I must now conclude with my usual requests to the children 
and your aunts. Affectionately, B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, December 2d, 1846. 

My Dear Wife : I received your letter to-night and here- 
with inclose you a check, which I hope you will receive safely 
and that it may be as much as you will need. I do not think 
you will save much by remaining in Charleston, as there are 
so many pretty things to tempt you. The next week is the 
gay and fashionable week in Columbia. The commencement 
in college is on Monday, the ball that evening. Theinaugura- 
tion of the Governor-elect will take place Wednesday. He will 
no doubt give a party. I went round to Dr. Roach's this 
evening to see Greneral Thompson. He and Mrs. Thomp- 
son will stay there, also Mrs. Walker and Jane. Mrs. Roach 
told me that she could furnish me with a fine room the first of 
next week. You can stay there or at Clark's Hotel. He has 
room plenty, and I desire you to stay in Columbia a few days 
and see the town. 

I went to the Fair to-night and saw an immense concourse 
of ladies and gentlemen. Colonel Hampton and his family 
were there, selling: all sorts of pretty articles. There were 
twenty or thirty different establishments belonging to dif- 
ferent persons. I bought a pen of Miss Yates for fifty 
cents, a beautiful thing; two jellies of Colonel Hampton's 
family for twenty cents. At another table Mr. Griffin bought 
a couple and paid |1. The difference in price, and in persons, 
too. The Fair wa« a most magnificent collection. Colonel 
Martin had bought some little matter to send in a letter. 

Governor Aiken and lady paid us a vist this morning, in the 
Senate Chamber. He introduced me to her, and I took a seat 
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bv her and conversed with her for some time. Their little 
daughter was with them. How immensely rich she will be I I 
saw Mrs. Ben Yancey at the Fair. She is immensely rich. 

I hope you see the Charleston Couriel*, which contains an 
account of our le^slative proceedings. I made a speech on 
the electoral question, Tuesday, about an hour long. Colonel 
Dargan replies to me, and I shall reply to him. 

You must write me as soon as you determine to come. If 
you could come up on Sunday next you might be at the college 
commencement. If on Tuesday you can be at the inaugura- 
tion on Wednesday; but you can use your own convenience. 
Take special care of the children on the railroad. Perhaps 
one of your cousins may come up with you — Alston or Ar- 
thur Hayne. It would be well to have some friend to come 
with you. If you desire it, you may stay until after the ad- 
journment of the Legislature, and I will come down for you, 
and then I know you will be safe under my charge; but be 
cai'eful, and do as you like best. It gives me great pleasui'e, 
my dear wife, to gratify your every wish, when I can do so. 
My happiness in life is to make others happy, and the greatest 
to make my wife and children happy. I live for them. 

Good-night. Kiss the children. If Will comes up I should 
like to keep him until I go home. Remember me to your 
aunts. Your affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perky. 

P. S.: General Thompson and Col. Herndon had a fight yes- 
terday, in Gladden's Hotel, but through Chancellor Johnson 
and myself they have made friends. Col. Herndon said at the 
supper table that the General was broke. Erwin Jones told 
Thompson. He met Herndon, told him he lied and struck 
him in the mouth, and thereupon a scuffle ensued. Duncan 
ran for me, but it was over ; neither hurt. They shook hands 
to-day and made friends. 



Columbia, S. C, December 5th, 1846. 
My Dear Wife : I was very much disappointed to-night in 
not receiving an answer to my letter inclosing you a check. 
I hope it is not lost. I received a letter from you night before 
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last. I have been so much engaged that I have nat had time 
to write you as often as I. wished to do. 

We have had more elections and electioneering than I ever 
knew before. After five ballotings, Judge Butler has \)een 
elected United States Senator, (xovernor Hammond ran 
ahead of him two ballotings. Colonel Davie was also a can- 
didate. There was great excitement. 

The election of Governor will be made Tuesday. Chancellor 
Johnson has already resigned. Two Judges are now to be 
elected. My friends here placed my name amongst the candi- 
dates for Chancellor, but I do not know that I will continue 
to run. They think, however, that my chance is a good one 
for being elected. I have no such thought Gen. Caldwell, Mr. 
Mr. DeSaussure, F. Wardlaw, Colonel Patterson and Hayns- 
worth are all candidates. For the Law Judge, General Whitner 
and Colonel Dawkins are running. But for Whitner I would 
run for a seat on the Bench. A great many persons have spo- 
ken to me about running and have persuaded me that my 
chance was as good as any one's. But the other's have had 
so long the start of me. 

You had better not come here until the elections are over. 
They will probably take place next week ; but you must ex- 
pect to hear of my being beaten, and as all my friends say, it 
will do no harm to run, if I am beaten. I believe, too, it is 
your advice. My Union principles prevent my success in gain- 
ing office. It is well I do not care for honors. 

I was at the Fair last night and saw Jane Walker. Mrs. 
Walker is here and her son. I wrote you in my last that Mrs. 
Thompson, Eliza and Jones were here. 

I hope you have seen the Charleston Courier and read the 
account of my speeches. I am sure you will read them with 
great pleasure. 

I saw Mrs. Aiken in the Senate Chamber to-day and con- 
versed with her some time. She has been there every day for 
the last three or four days. I find her a very pleasant lady. 
Mrs. Yancey was in the Senate Chamber to-day, but I did not 
have an opportunity of speaking to her. I met her last night, 
at the Fair again. 

I was invit^ed to dine at Mr. DeSaussure's to-day, and also 
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with Colonel Martin, but I declined both invitations. 

How are the children. You must write me several days be- 
forehand, when you are coming, so that I may prepare to re- 
ceive you ; but you had better not come here during the elec- 
tion, if I run for Chancellor. I will write you again Monday. 

In haste, yours truly and affectionately, 

B. F. Perry. 

P. S.: I bought of Miss Hampton, at the Fair, a silk waist- 
coat worked by her; also a pretty workbox for you — ^the 
prettiest thing you ever saw. 



Columbia, December 7th, 1846. 

My Dear Wife : I have just received a note from Colonel 
Martin, informing me that Mrs.Rhett has this afternoon lost 
a little daughter with scarlet fever, and that it is prevailing 
in several families in Columbia. I feel great apprehensions 
about the children when you come to Columbia. If the fever 
continues, you must either remain in Charleston or pass im- 
mediately through Columbia. I will write you again to- 
morrow evening, and you must write to me what you deter- 
mine on. 

The election of Chancellor takes place to-morrow, at 1 
o'clock. The probability is no election will be made the fii-st 
or second balloting. I shall be voted for by 8ome,but have no 
thought of beii>g elected. Caldwell and DeSaussure are elec- 
tioneering hard for it. I think it unbecoming a gentleman to 
electioneer for such an office, and will not even mention it to 
a member. It is not generally known that my name is used 
as a candidate. Several gentlemen have told me that they 
were glad my name was used, although they could not vote 
for me on the first ballot, they would the second. My friends 
tell me that all the members seem pleased at my nomination^ 
and that the greater portion would support me but for the 
pledge to others previously. In the scramble there is no tel- 
ling what may happen. The fact of my permitting my name 
to be used will do me no harm, if I gain nothing by it. I look 
upon it as an honor to be taken up, under the circumstances, 
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and voted for by even a few friends ; but I will write you the 
result to-morrow night. The election for Law Judge will not 
come on for several days. 

I was at at the commencement this morning, and a splen- 
did one it wa». More company and better performance than 
I ever witnessed before. Mrs. Jones was there, also Mrs. 
Walker and Jane. 

Ip regard to servants, clothes, etc., do as you think best. I 
have confidence in your judgment and . prudence, my dear 
wife. My only anxiety now is about the children. I have so 
many reports to write that I must conclude. 

Your affectionate husband, B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, S. C, December 5th, 1846. 

My Dear Wife : * * * * * * Now for the election 1 
would not go to the State House at all this morning. 1 never 
mentioned to any one that some of my friends were going to 
vote for me*. Dr. Good wyn, who sits with me, did not know it. 
The members were all pledged to vote for others, but all ex- 
pressed themselves friendly towards myself. Caldwell received 
36, Wardlaw 30, DeSaussure 27, Patterson 25, Haynsworth 
19, myself 12, Dargan 6, Young 2, etc. There is no election 
made. I presume Caldwell will be elected. 

1 care nothing about it. In fact, I had rather stay at the 
Bar. But General Thompson and others persuaded me that it 
would be no injury to me to have public attention drawn to 
me as a candidate. But I was not a candidate. My friends, 
only, voted for me — a few of them. 

I will expect you Saturday evening. I hope there is no dan- 
ger of scarlet fever. The cars arrive now before night, and 
leave Charleston at 9 o'clock in the morning. I will be mdst 
happy to meet you and the children, my dear wife. After all, 
the only real pleasure in life is one's own family. 

I saw Mr. Legare this evening, who spoke of you. Mr. Bull 
introduced him to me. I saw Dr. Hayne, also, this evening. 
General Thompson and Mrs Walker will leave before you ar- 
rive. I will endeavor to get a room at this hotel for you. 
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My bust is said to be a fine likeness. The man who cut my 
likeness on paper several years since is here now. He is cutting 
the whole Legislature. You and all the children may have 
vour likeness cut. 

There was a great to do here to-day. The volunteers ar- 
rived here from Chester and paraded through the district. 
Thev will be in Charleston to-morrow. 

I am now engaged in court constantly. I am glad to hear 
you are pleased with Charleston and your friends there. 

You must write me again before you come up. Let me hear 
from you Friday night. 

I must now conclude. Kiss the children for me. I am very 
anxious to see the little creatures. I hope Anna and all of 
them have improved by their visit to the city. Tell Will I shall 
expect to see him a man in behavior. 

Yours truly and affectionately, 

B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, December, 9th, 1846. 

My Dear Wife : I received your letter to-night, and shall 
be prepared to greet you at the railroad depot Saturday 
evening. I do not suppose there will be any danger of the 
children catching scarlet fever. It will give me great pleasure 
to meet you all again. It seems a long time since I saw you, 
and I have been in a hurry ever since ; not time to do any- 
thing. 

I made a speech of one hour's length to-day, in the Senate, 
on the railroad, which drew a great crowd and was well re- 
ceived. To-morrow I speak on the electoral question, which is 
made the special order at 1 o'clock. To-day I have been in 
court a good deal. I wish you were here, to be present when 
r speak. 

The election of Law Judge will take place to-morrow. Col- 
onel Dawkins, Whitner, and Withers are candidates. Who 
will be elected I know not. General Caldwell was elected Chan- 
cellor. 

I have just returned from the Board of Trustees. We have 
elected two professors— Pelham and Williams. 
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I must prepare for my speech in the morning, and there- 
fore must conclude. 

Colonel Townes is unwell. I heard from Greenville. They 
are all well there. Colonel Hoke wrote me that my negroes 
were doing pretty well. Jim and Minerva had had a fuss and 
he came very near sending both of them to jail. I received a 
letter from Mr. McBee about the railroad. 

I shall expect to see you with great anxiety and pleasure, 
on Saturday evening. You must not disappoint me. Take care 
of the children. 

Give my love to your aunts. Thank your aunt, Mrs. Turn- 
bull, in my name, for her hospitality and kindness to you and 
the children. Your affectionate husband, 

B. F. Perry. 



Columbia, Wednesday Evening, 

December, 16, 1846, 6 o'clock. 

My Dear Wife : I hope by this hour you are conifortablj'' 
seated in our home, with the children all around you, eating 
their supper, and the servants coming in to see you. To-day 
we have had rain, and I have thought of you all the time; but 
you were fortunate to escape so well. I hope you had a pleas- 
ant trip and that the children gave you no annoyance. 

Yesterday I dined with. Colonel Martin, who invited the 
President of the Senate, Colonel DeTreville, Moses, Boozer, etc. 
I like Martin very much. He said the first thing he thought 
of when he saw the sun rising Tuesday morning, was that 
you would have a pleasant day to travel. 

Dr. Goodwyn told me that Mrs. Goodwyn was coming to 
our room to bid you good-bye, but found we had gone to bed. 
She had taken tea out that evening. Colonel Davie spoke of 
my pretty mountain children, whom he had seen running 
about in the piazza. 

The likeness of the whole family, by Brown,- is finished and 
makes a pretty group, as Colonel Ashe says. I have got a gilt 
frame for it. You look quite natural. Your dress and hair are 
taken very accurately, and I think your features also. Mine 
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is not so well as the others. Anna and Frank show rather 
better than Will, but all look well enough. Will is standing 
near me and Anna near 3'ou ; Frank between. 

I have to go down to the Senate to-night, at 7 o'clock, and 
will finish my letter when I return. Colonel Townea, Sam 
Earle and Edward H. Earle, all go up in the morning. I will 
send this letter by Colonel Townes. 

It is now 11 o'clock in the niglit and I have just returned 
from the State House through a terrible rain and deep mud. 
This is one of the worst nights I ever saw. How glad I am 
you are not travelling. We have had a great deal of discus- 
sion to-night in the Senate and I feel much exhausted. I claim 
the credit of having saved many thousand dollars for the 
State this night. 

I have just heard of a most melanehoUy death. Mrs. Sea- 
brook, once Miss Bulow, the wife of a member of the Legisla- 
ture, married last summer and I met them at Saratoga 
Springs, gay and joyous. He was a very young man and his 
wife not more than seventeen years old. She died suddenly. 
Her husband went to the railroad to-night and heard of her 
death. He fainted and appeared for sometime a maniac. An- 
other member, Mr. Barnes, of Lancaster, lost his wife last 
week in the same way. 

I must now bid you good-night. I hope to meet you Sun- 
day evening. Kiss the children, and give my love to your 
mother and family. 

The subscription of the State to the railroad has failed. 

Yours truly and devotedly, 

B. F. Perry. 



^_<^^^ " I could not love thee, dear, so well, 
^^V^ Loved I not honor more." 
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Received AcknowledKiuff Receipt of Second Series of ** Remin- 
iscences of Public Men," by Beivfamin Franklin Perry, 
and Considered by His "Wife "Worthy of Preser- 
vation for His Descendants. 



Greenville, S. C, Sept. 2, 1889. 
Mrs. B. F. Perry : 

Dear Madam : Words are scarcely adequate to convey to 
you the gratitude I feel for the many favors received from you 
in the presentation of the several volumes containing Eemi- 
niscences and Sketches by ex-Governor B. F. Perry— Tributes 
and Letters commemorating his memory, and Addresses de- 
livered by him on so many important occasions. 

His fame will increase while the history of South Carolina 
survives. Not until the events of the late struggle between 
the North and the South are forgotten will his name cease 
to be remembered. As the fame of the country increases, 
so will bis fame expand. He will ever stand forth in the his- 
tory of the State as one of the grandest characters South 
Carolina has ever produced, and held up as a model for the 
young men of the country in future generations to imitate. 

His position while Governor of South Carolina in 1865, was 
one of the grandest spectacles any country ever witnessed. 
He was at the time the only one the down-trodden people of 
South Carolina looked to for deliverance from their almost 
helpless condition. He was the grand mediator between the 
conqueror and the conquered, and maintained the confidence 
and respect of both sides in the efforts for reconstruction. 
What a grand spectacle he presented to the world ! Oh I how 
much the South owes to Governor Perry I In vain talk of his 
grand achievements being erased from the page of history I 
He stands at this time, and will ever loom up in the minds of 
unborn generations as one of the greatest patriots that this 
State or country has produced. 

Oh I how much the country is indebted to you for your 
noble efforts in perpetuating his fame I You will eT er stand in 
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history as one of the greatest wives the country has ever 
known. England and thecivilized world honors and will ever 
love and cherish the devotion of Queen Victoria for the mem- 
ory of her husband. Such will ever be theesteemin which you 
will be held. Your name will ever be cherished while the songs 
of devotion are heard. 

But I must conclude, knowing that my zeal and respect 
for the memory and virtues of my departed friend may carry 
me too far. Please accept my humble thanks for your great 
kindness. May you live many years to enjoy the fruits of sin- 
cere affection which you have so faithfully exemplified. God 
bless you and yours. Most respectfully your friend, 

Robert McKay. 



Columbia Rectory, 13th Sept., '89. 
My Dear Mrs, Perry : 

Mr. Leaphart left the volume, second series, of Governor 
Perry's writings at the Rectory for me, with the request that 
I would acknowledge its reception to you. 

You are bringing hundreds of your fellow-citizens under ob- 
ligations to you, my dear Mrs. Perry, for these volumes. 
They contain so much of our history that is unwritten, and 
so many of Governor Perry's admirable addresses to the 
j^outh of our State, and withal, so rich a collection of bio^ 
graphical matter, that they make a most valuable addition 
to my library, and will make a rich and lasting monument to 
your departed husband's wisdom, patriotism and exalted 
worth. 

I have just finished reading, with intense interest, his His- 
tory of Nullification and of the Conventions of '32 and '33. 

It must be, indeed, a labor of love to you to arrange and 
publish the writings of your husband, now that God has ta- 
ken him from you I It is like communing with him in person 
and I know you find it a great comfort, for T know well how 
you loved him, and how devoted he was to you. 

What a solace to our sorrows and disappointments it is to 
realize that those who die in the Lord are infinitely more 



Letters. 135 



blessed in their rest and peace in Paradise than they were 
here, in the changes and chances of our mortal life! 

And this is your solace, in your great bereavement; for 
never have I seen a child fall asleep more humbly and more 
trustfully on its mother's breast, than did Governor Perry 
give himself up to his God and Saviour, when the summons 
came to him at Sans Souci ! 

Live in the constant presence and faith of Him whose grace 
and love are alone sufficient for us, dear Mrs. Perry, and it 
will not be long before you are united to the society of your 
husband, your dear old mother and Hayne, Frank and Anna 
and all the loved and lost 1 

This is our faith, revealed to us in the Gospel of our salva-^ 
tion, and kept and taught by the Church of Christ. May its 
consolation abound to you. Most truly your friend, 

Ellison Capers. 



Columbia Rectory, 15 Sept., '89. 
My Dear Mrs. Perry : 

Reading the account of the Provisional Government in 

South Carolina, I missed the State papers, to which Governor 

Perry refers. They would add so much historical inteiest 

and value to the account, if published. I wish you could have 

published them in this volume. Then the Governor's history 

of his work, so patriotically and nobly done for his State and 

his people, would have been complete. I noted in reading 

twelve of these papers, which must be on file in Washington, 

if you have not copies of them. I will mention them in order, 

as they are referred to by Governor Perry : 

Page 247— IJ is Proclamation: This does him great honor 
and is a most important State paper. The newpapers of the 
time all have it, but you know such publications are too soon 
lost and forgotten. 

Page 255 — Communication showing the status of our peo- 
ple as to taking the Test Oatb. 

Page 270— Official letters to the President and Secretary 
defending his order respecting the Provost Marshals. 
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Page 271 — Important Proclamation respecting courts, etc. 

Page 273 — Letters to President Johnson. 

Page 275 — Message to the Convention : A most important 
historical State paper. 

Page 279— Message to the Leg:islature : Equally important. 

Page 282— letters to the President ; also another message 
to the Legislature. 

Page 284 — Letters to the President and Secretary. 

Page 287— Long letter to the Secretary of State. 

Page 289— Appeal to the President in behalf of certain peti- 
tioners. 

Page 290— Letter to the Secretary of State, touching the 
direct tax, etc. 

All these papers illustrate the period, the people and your 
noble and faithful husband. Pity they could not have gone 
in this volume, to the exclusion, if necessary, of some of the 
less important Sketches. If I had known your plan for this 
book, I would have made the suggestion to you sooner. 

But the book, as it is, is most valuable, and the truest and 
most enduring tribute your devoted love could pay the mem- 
ory of your faithful husband. Most sincerely yours, 

E. Capers. 



United States Civil Service Commission, \ 
Washington, D. C, Oct. 11, 1889. j 
My Dear Mrs. Perry : 

I have just received your letter of the 10th inst. I will 

gladly do my best to comply with your request, but I doubt 

w^hether I shall be able to get copies of the papers which you 

want. I am sure that it will not be possible to obtain the 

originals. I think it probable that copies of the papers from 

the Senate cannot be obtained without special order of that 

body, which of course cannot be obtained until Congress 

meets. To get copies of the other papers it will be necessary 

to have the consent of the President and of the members of 

the Cabinet. I have never met the President except oflScially, 

and I know no member of the Cabinet except Mr. Windom, 

the Secretary of the Treasury. In the discharge of my oflBcial 
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duties I have no occasion to meet the members of the Cabinet. 
You will understand, of course, that I have no right to ask 
for copies of the papers, and that if given to me it would be 
as a personal favor. There is a rule in some of the depart- 
ments, and perhaps in all of them, that copies of papers on 
file shall not be given except to members of Congress or to 
persons who can show in writing that they are entitled to 
them. I mention these facts to show you that it will not be 
possible for me to obtain the copies as promptly as you de- 
sire, and that perhaps I shall not be able to get them at all. 

As a Democrat, I cannot expect favors to be accorded to 
me at the departments, and my official position does not en- 
title me to consideration as a matter of right. 

I will do my best to comply with your request, but you will 
see from what I have said that it is by no means certain that 
I shall suc3eed. If your son would write to the President and 
to eaoh of the Cabinet officers, asking for copies of the papers, 
I believe that he could get them. As the son of Governor 
Perry, and as a member of Congress, he has a right to copies 
if any one has, and I am sure that his request would re- 
ceive consideration. 

I make this suggestion as the speediest and surest way of 
accomplishing your purpose, and not because I am unwilling 
to do what you ask. I haveno doubt that the order for copies 
of the papers on the Senate file can easily be obtained when 
Congress meets. 

Another advantage in his making the application is the 

fact that copies, if furnished to him, would be without cost ; 

whereas, if made for me they might, and probably would, put 

you to needless expense. I trust that you will consider this 

suggestion, but if for any reason you prefer not to act on it, 
I will do my utmost to get the copies for you. 

Permit me, dear madam, to assure you that it will always 
give me sincere pleasure to serve you, and to express my re- 
gret that it is not in my power, by virtue of my office, to call 
for what you want from the Executive Department. 

Yours very truly and respectfully, 

Hugh S. Thompson. 
Mrs. B. F. Perry, Greenville, S. C. 

P. S.: The suggestion as to Colonel Perry's asking officially 
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for the papers was made by a gentleman familiar with the 
workings of the Departments, who called at my office after I 
began to write, and whom I consulted as to the best means 
to carry out your wishes. I am sure that his suggestion, if 
adopted by you, will enable you to accomplish your purpose, 
if it can be done at all. H. S. T. 



Note.— It will be seen by the preceding letter that I am following the ad vice of our 
beloved friend and pastor, Rev. Ellison Capers, and endeavoring to obtain the offl" 
cial papers he alludes to in bis letter; and if successful, I will have them published? 
with an account of the Provisional Government, in a pamphlet entitled: "State 
Papers Connected with the Provisional Government of South Carolina in 1865." 

Mrs. B. F. Perry. 



United States Civil Service Commission,) 
WAsmNGTON, D.C., Oct. 21, 1889. J 

Dear Mrs. Perry : 

I called at the White House last week and left there a writ- 
ten memorandum of the papers which you want. You will 
see from the enclosed letter, which I have just received, that 
none of the papers are on file there. When your son comes to 
Washington I will confer with him about the matter, and per- 
haps we shall be able to find the papers, if they are on file in 
the Department of State. 

From inquiries made in another quarter, I am inclined to 
believe that President Johnson did not leave on file in the De- 
partment of State or elsewhere in Washington such papers 
as you describe. Yours very truly and respectfully, 

Hugh S. Thompson. 



Executive Mansion,) 
Washington, Oct. 19th, 1889. J 

Hon. Hugh S, ThompsoD, Washington, D, C: 

Sir : I find that there are no papers whatever of President 

Johnson's administration on our files here, he having taken 

away with him everything of the sort. It is barely possible 

that there may be some official communications of Hon. B. 
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F. Perry at the State Department, in which ease I should 
think Mrs. Perry could obtain copies through her son, Con- 
gressman Perry. Very truly yours, 

E. F. TiBBOTT, 

Executive Clerk, 



Chester, S. C, 10th Sept., 1889. 
Mrs. B. F. Perry : 

My Dear Madam : There came to me by mail last week an- 
other volume of speeches, sketches, etc., from your distin- 
guished and venerated husband, and I am thereby placed un- 
der renewed and increased obligations to you. 

My estimate of the life and character of Governor Perry 
grows upon me continually, as the day of his departure re- 
cedes further and further into the past. The image of the flesh 
and blood in which his noble soul inhered, perhaps has faded 
somewhat from my mental vision, but his magnificent and in- 
structive life and character grows broader and brighter upon 
me day by day. The people of the State owe it to themselves 
to give a tangible and patent expression of the high regard in 
which I know they hold his memory by erecting, at the door 
of the new Federal Court House in Greenville, his full length 
statue in lasting marble. It would give me pleasure to con- 
tribute to such a worthy cause. With kindest regards I am. 

Yours truly, 

Giles J. Patterson. 



Birmingham, Ala., Aug. 20, 1889. 
Mrs, B. -F. Perry, Greenville, So. Ca.: 

My Dear Madam : Yesterday morning your very kind and 
most acceptable letter reached me, and about dusk the three 
books came. The type of womanhood which is South Caro- 
linian could alone have conceived and executed your kind- 
ness. I lay it to my heart as my chief honor that I was born 
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of the mother that was mine, and that she was a South Car- 
olinian. 

My brother-in-law sat on one side of the lamp and I on an- 
other far beyond our usual hour of retiring, reading: the fa^- 
einatinp: books. I believe, indeed, it was near daylight ere we 
surrendered to Morpheus. He l>eing a Virginian, found all 
things new. I luxuriated in the pastures lonjr familiar to me. 
There was old Mr. David Gregg, so familiar to my boyish mem- 
ory, with ** faith " and " work,'' making corn ! When T was a 
child taking riding lessons behind my father on the horse, he 
would stop us on the way. ** Good morning. Colonel," to my 
father. **Well, Mr. DiiBose, how is j'our health this morn- 
ing, sir?'' to me. Judge Evans, whose son married my aunt ; 
General Williams, whose son married my auat; Chancellor 
Dargan, whose brother married my aunt, and he himself my 
cousin; Governor Miller's two wives were my cousins; Gov- 
ernor McDuffie, as I learned after I was born, used to visit 
my father and get my mother to sing to the piano, that he 
might fall asleep after he went to bed (the ball in his back 
kept him awake); Colonel William Wallace, whose brother, Dr. 
John Wallace, married my aunt — All of these and many more 
came up life-iike to me, and played athwart my fancy in de- 
lightful pranks. You are from Charleston and I read of 
Judge Frost. His son Thomas married my cousin and very 
dear friend. 

The books, ray dear madam, are real books. I shall read 
them carefully. Already I see somewhat of the light that 
shone on the path of the remarkable man, their author. 
When I may claim the time — within a month I hope — I will 
write to you fully my contemplations. The beautiful memo- 
rial you have erected in their pages to your beloved husband, 
stands a testimony to the capacity of your sex for the most 
elevated and most spotless consecration of spirit. 

With reitf^rated thanks for the generous emotions your 

kindness has aroused in my own bosom, I beg to subscribe 

myself. 

Most respectfully your friend and obedient servant, 

John Witherspoon DuBose. 
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Birmingham, Ala., Aug. 25, 1889. 
Mrs, D. F, Perry, Sans Souci : 

My Dear Madam: You have probably received my ac- 
knowledgment of the receipt of the books and my thanks for 
your favor to me in sending them. I have studied them with 
unfeigned delight. 

When I was a lad I received my first impressions of Governor 
Perry. My youthful imagination was excited in admiration ot 
Mr. William R. Tabor, Jr., the young and brilliant editor of the 
Charleston Mercury, for the Mercury came to my father's house 
ceaselessly even before my birth. Mr. Tabor delivered an 
address to the fifth year's meeting of the class of which he 
was a student in the South Carolina College, and the subject 
was ** Public School Education." Mr. Perrv criticized the ad- 
dress in his Greenville paper. Mr. Tabor challenged Mr. Perry 
to the field of honor. J had never received any lessons of ad- 
verse opinion to the Code, but in this case I was involuntarily 
impressed with the haste of Mr. Tabor and with the correct- 
ness of Mr. Perry's position and with the calmness of his re- 
ply to Mr. Tabor, declining his challenge. I think Mr. Perry 
acted wisely. 

I am greatly pleased to be able to review, in the columns you 
have published, the sentiments and motives of a Union man. 
Of all Dnion men Governor Perrv was most consistent, and 
his untiring participancy in politics needed only the record 
you have made of his acts and opinions to erect of his earlier 
career a landmark which will endure, to indicate most im- 
portant facts of history not otherwise available. His Dnion 
principles were peculiar and therefore inestimable in the firm- 
ness and intelligence and sagacity with which they were ad- 
vocated. Mr. Yancey sought to perpetuate States' Rights and 
to prevent the revolutionary assault upon slavery threatened 
by the North. Mr. Perry was as much devoted to these pur- 
poses and general results as was Mr. Yancey. The explana- 
tion of the difference between the methods proposed by the 
two leaders, constitute the value to the world of the writings 
of Governor Perry. In this light the whole range of American 
history, from the May Day, 1765, on which Patrick Henry as- 
tounded the great men of Virginia by his resolutions against 



142 Letters. 



the stamp act, to this instant is thrown wide open to the 
most profound inquiry, by the columns you have sent forth 
showing your husband's analysis of great principles and his 
conclusions reached in earnest investigation. It will be impos- 
sible for future historians to avoid Governor Perry's writings 
and saying this, I pay to him the highest honor my words can 
convey. 

Nearly one-fourth of the national life of Americans has been 
spent in war, not estimating Indian wars in the West. Gov- 
ernor Perry's theory of politics inculcates reliance upon the 
agency of peace to accomplish the ends of national honor. 
Certainly a pioneer in that theory may contemplate the fail- 
ure of war to accomplish the objects of war with great self- 
satisfaction, 

1 do not mean to be understood as intimating culpability 
of the South in the late war. The South proposed no breach 
of the compact of the State and the sections. Governor Perry 
points out the facts of adverse Northern construction of 
Southern rights. He differed from the majority of the South 
in the matter of remedy only, and in this light, as I have said, 
his views become of historic interest, invaluable and everlast- 
ing. 

The literary style of the entire work is a welcome relief from 
the false imitations of classic authors, now in vogue, and 
from the vulgarity of superlatives, hyperbole and misrepre- 
sentations common to most of the alleged "Northern histo- 
ries" with which the times are afflicted. 

The scorn of tyranny and the unmeasured contempt of mil- 
itary usurpation which these books instill into the public 
mind are so forcibly put that they cannot be read without 
purifying the public life. They will take rank along with Plu- 
tarch. 

With highest esteem I beg to remain, dear madam, 

Your friend and most obedient servant, 

John Withebspoon DuBose. 



Letters. 143 



Spartanburg, Au^. 19th, '89. 

My Dear Friend : Yesterday's mail brought me the second 
series of Governor Perry's Reminiscences. I waited to read 
some of its pages before writing you. 

I find the reminiscences of great interest, the sketches of 
prominent men, especially those of our own State, are graphic 
and most valuable as photographs of the history they helped 
to make. 

The Provisional Government is a page of unwritten history 
that you havecrystalized. I do not believe that you yourself 
realize how good a work you have wrought in giving to the 
public these volumes. The perfect honesty with which the 
narratives are illumined, the lucidity of style, the fine humor 
clisplayed, make the sketches so life-like that when history is 
written these pages will be continually a mine of reference. 1 
need not say that I thank you warmly for the book you have 
sent to me. ****** Your affectionate friend, 

Celina E. Means. 



Spartanburg, Sept. 19, '89. 

My Dear Friend: I must write again and tell you how 
much I have enjoyed your last brought out volume. Several 
persons, amongst them Dr. Carlisle, have said to me that this 
is of greater interest than any of the others. I think that 
you have showed fine discrimination in its selections. The 
parts of history are of real value now, and in twenty years 
will be invaluable. *********** 

It seems a long time since we've had a letter from you, so 
do try, if you have time, and write very soon. Love to Fanny 
and Emily and for yourself. Very lovingly, 

Celina E. Means. 



Sumter, S. C, Aug. 28th, 1889. 
Dear Mrs. Perry : 

It was with pleasure that I received " Second Series of Rem- 
iniscences with Speeches and Addresses" by ex-Governor 
Perry, sent me through your kind remembrance. 
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In my college days it was always a pleasure to rae to read any- 
thing emanating from the pen of your revered husband ; and 
now, in the maturity of middle life, I know of no author 
whose writings I peruse with a greater degree of satisfaction. 

We can all, and more especially the youth of our land, be 
benefited by a study of the works of his master mind. 

I remember well, in the genial atmosphere of your ante- 
bellum home, how much we looked up to and respected Major 
Perry. His dignified and manly bearing impressed all with 
whom became in contact. I ren;iember his conscientious regard 
for duty; I remember his love for his native State, and his 
mighty effoi'ts to stop the tide of popular fanaticism that bore 
us on to along and bloody war; I call to mind when the die was 
cast and South Carolina had declared herself once again a free 
and independent State, his language : *' South Carolina is go- 
ing to ruin, and we will go there with her." And from that 
timoon,the Palmetto State and our own sunny South had no 
truer, stronger or more faithful subject than your honored 
husband. 

Would we had more of such men in this day and time, to 
pilot the South through the devious paths of uncertainty 
that beset her, upon whose strong arm wecould lean, as upon 
one whuse eye and mind could not only discern the signs of 
the times, but look beyond and see the political future towards 
which we should set our course. But God willed that heshould 
go up higher. **The world is better that he Hved," a beautiful 
epitaph; we feel it within our souls, and cheered by his noble 
example would so conduct ourselves that this might as truly 
be said of us when we pass hence. Thanking you for the priv- 
ilege and pleasure of reading this work — given to the world 
by the devoted wife of him whose memory every South Caro- 
linian loves to honor and revere, I remain as ever. 

Very truly your friend, 
John S. Hughson. 



Fort Meade, Fla., Aug. 30th, '89. 
Dear Cousin : I cannot express my appreciation of your 
kind favor, the latest publication of Reminiscences with 
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Speeches and Addresses, by your distinguished husband. I 
have had time to-day to read a little and look through it. 
Think I shetll like it more than any preceding* ones. Dear 
cousin, had not this noble work of love been left to engage 
your mind and heart, you surely would have died with him. 
Your love for and admiration of him is grand. When I read 
those tender lines to-day on the first page, dedicating to his 
posterity the eloquent and beautiful thoughts of his great 
mind, and in conclusion giving expression, in the most pa- 
thetic, impassioned words to the deep, pure, eternal love, that 
death itself cannot change, tears of sympathy rolled down 
my cheeks, and you felt nearer and dearer than ever before. 
With all your ambition and pride, you loved as only woman 
can. Your devotion reminds me of .Josephine to Napoleon, 
but your object was more worthy, and with him life was 
sweet and worth living, and to him you could ever say : ** My 
love shall be a crown of glorj^ to thy brow, and not a feeble 
hindrance in thy path." 

I am so grateful for your kind remembrance of me. I hope 
your health is good. Love from us all to you and cousin 
Fanny. Affectionately your cousin, 

Lucy F. Perry. 



Georgetown, S. C, Aug. 30, 1889. 
Mrfif. B, F, Perry, Sans Souci, Greenville, S. C: 

Dear Madam : 1 beg to acknowledge the receipt of a copy 
Second Series of "Reminiscences, with Speeches and Ad- 
dresses," by your distinguished husband, and to express my 
sincere appreciation of your courtesy in placing at my com- 
mand a volume whose contents are an imperishable monu- 
ment to the purity, ability and public spirit of one of South 
Carolina's most noble sons. Timeissaid tobeagreat solvent 
and leveler: It is also a wonderful vindicator, as the career 
of Governor Perry strikingly demonstrates. Nothing could 
more completely illustrate the inextinguishable vitality of 
truth and the power of devotion to duty to live down obloquy 
and conquer hate, than the spectacle of a statesman whose 
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life was at onp time embittered by 8URX>icion and saddened by 
mistrust, dyinp: at last with the love and admiration of his 
fellow-citizens, shedding a halo around his couch an<l soothing 
his last moments with their gentle benediction. 

When I think of Governor Perry and his Cato-like firmness 
of soul, I am reminded of Horace's picture of the man ^' inte- 
ger vituR scelerisque puruSy^^ and find a new significance in the 
words *' mens sibi conscia rectiy 

The book which your allegiance to his memory hasinspired 
you to publish is a valuable contribution to the history of 
South Carolina politics, as well as a charming addition to lier 
literary treasures. It ought to be placed in every public and 
private library in the State, and should be read by every 
youth whose proud privilege it is to call himself a South Car- 
olinian. 

Pardon the liberty which I — a stranger to you personally 
— have taken in thus writing to you at lenirth, but 1 feel con- 
strained to express my gratitude to you for placingon record 
so complete a picture of one whose name will always add a 

lustre to the fame of his native State. 

Yours very respectfully, 
Walter Hazard. 



Atlanta, Sept. 17th, 1889. 

My Dear Madam : Accept my sin(».ere thanks for the Second 
Series of Reminiscences with Speeches and Addresses, by your 
distinguished husband. This work will always hold its place 
among the most valued in my library. 1 shall read it with 
great pleasure and with pride in the thought that I am a na- 
tive of Governor Perry's State. 

While he represented sentiments differentfrom those held by 

my family,! have always admired hiseminent ability, sterling 

integrity and fearless independence of character. Living he 

honored his State, and dying left an added lustre to the name 

of Carolina. 

With the highest regards I remain, my dear madam, 

Your obedient servant, 

Pat Calhoun. 
Mrs. B. F, Perry, Sans Souci, Greenville, S. C. 
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Clark's Hill, S. C, 30th Sept., 1889. 
Mrs, B. F. Perry, Greenville, S. C: 

Dear Madam: Prolonged absence has prevented an earlier 
aeknowiedgment of your thoughtful kindness in sending me 
a copy of the ''Second Series'' of your distinguished hus- 
band's ** Reminiscences." 

I have read the beautifully bound volume with absorbing 
interest and valuable instruction. 

Governor Perry's mind was so comprehensive, his percep- 
tions so accurate, his analysis so correct, his memory so te- 
nacious, his sense of justice so high and his independence so 
fearless, that his recorded impressions of the remarkable per- 
sons and events of his time will be more and more prized each " 
year in the future. His *' History of Nullification in South 
Carolina" will henceforth rank as the standard authority on 
that momemtous subject. 

Although. he lived in the most exciting and trying period of 
the State's history and was ever opposed to the prominent 
theories of her polity, yet his honesty of purpose and integ- 
rity of character were never questioned by any one, and the 
sagacity of his foresight as well as the soundness of his judg- 
ment in politics must now be conceded by all. 

Again thanking you, I remain. Very truly, 

G. I). Tillman. 



State Superintendent of Education,! 

Columbia, Oct. 9th, 1889. J 
Dear Mrs. Perry: Your volumes grow in interest. This 
last of the second series are invaluable to any one who wants 
to know about the men who helped to make our State fa- 
mous. The Reminiscences are a string of pearls and the 
friends of the distinguished dead will place great value upon 
them. I note only one — the brilliant orator and gifted scholar, 
W. K. Easley, the most accomplished gentleman on his cir- 
cuit. Then the history of the various State Conventioub and 
the Provisional Governorship should go into every library. 
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The Governor did a great work, and you equal it by preserv- 
ing and perpetuating his labors. 

With warmest thanks and kindest remembrances to your 
household, I am, Very truly and respectfully, 

James H. Rice. 



Georgetown, S. C, Oct. 10, 1889. 
Mrs. Governor B. F. Perry, Sans Souci, Greenville Co,, S, C: 

My Dear Madam : I have received the three volumes which 
you were good enough to send me for the library of the Win- 
yah Indigo Society, of this place, and thank you sincerely and 
gratefully for the same. I deem it very fortunate that this 
honored old society, itself a monument of the generous nobil- 
ity of South Carolinians, shall have upon the shelves of its 
library the record of the life and deeds of so noble a gentle- 
man and citizen of the State, for the perusal, study and emu- 
lation of our children in the future. 

Your devotion to the memory of your worthy husband is 
itself one of those refreshing things which must cheer every 
true man to deserve the love and affection of his wife and to 
lead a life worthy of commemoration. 

With sincere prayer for your happiness, I beg to subscribe 
myself. Yours with esteem, 

R. DoziER, 

Pres't W. L S, 



Aiken, S. C, October 15th, 1889. 
Mrs. B, F. Perry, Greenville, S. C: 

Dear Madam : I received on yesterday, by express, a copy 
of the ** Reminiscences, with Speeches and Addresses, by B. F. 
Perry, ex-Governor of South Carolina," second series. I 
thank you for it. 

History is, in great part the record of the struggles and 
achievements of the illustrious dead. When a true and impar- 
tial history of South Carolina shall be written, the name of 
Benjamin Franklin Perry will adorn one of its brightest 
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pa^es, and his fame and glory will be upon the lips of men 

while integrity and statesmanship are honored in our land. 

Permit me, as one of the many who revere your husband's 

name, and take a lively interest in your welfare, to express 

the hope that your declining years may pass in unalloyed 

contentment, cheered and comforted by a people's love, and 

when the summons shall be served, come up higher 1 may it 

be the lot of he who cherished you in life, to welcome you in 

his present home, a home among the immortals. 

With the kindest wishes, I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully yours. 
James Aldvich. 



Wilmington, Del., Oct. 18, 1889. 

Dear Madam : Permit me to acknowledge with thanks the 

volume of Reminiscences by your husband, the late Governor 

B. F. Perry, of South Carolina. I shall read them with much 

interest, and am much indebted to you for the opportunity. 

Thomas F. Bayard. 
Mrs, B, F, Perry, 



(From Hon. Hugh McCuUoch, Secretary of the Treasuinr In the Admin- 
istrations of Presidents Lincoln, Johnson and Arthur.) 

WAsmNGTON, Lock Box 646, Oct. 21st, 1889. 

Dear Madam : I have had merely time to glance at the vol- 
ume of Sketches which you were so good as to send to me 
with your letter of the 15th inst., but I have seen enough to 
satisfy me that you have been the skillful compiler of very in- 
teresting and valuable articles. 

The books which you have sent to me are not only valuable 

in themselves, but they will be of great service to the South- 
ern historian of the Civil War. 
Governor Perry was a very wise and far-seeing statesman, 

and if his advice had been followed the terrible and most de- 
structive of wars would have been avoided. 
I wish I could be sure that great race troubles were not in 

store for South Carolina. I can only express the hope that 

they will not come in your day. 

Very truly and respectfully, 
Mrs. B, F, Perry. Hugh McCulloch. 



150 Letters. 



GeorgetowxV, S. C, Oct. 25, 1889. 
Mrs. B, F. Perry, Sans Soucl Greenville, S. C: 

My Dear Madam : Please accept my very sincere thanks for 
a copy of First Series of Reminiscences by the late Governor 
B. F. Perry, of this State, which you have had the kindness 
throuf]:h me to send to the Winyah Indigo Society, of this 
town. It will afford me great pleasure to place it upon the 
shelves of the Society's library, where it will be read with de- 
light and profit, not only by our present citizens to whom the 
Governor was well known, but bv those who shall come to fill 
our places long after we shall have passed over the '^ River," 
and to whom Governor Perry will be only a shining character 
of history. Allow me, my dear Mrs. Perry, to thank you in 
advance for the other books which you have so kindly and 
graciously promised to send me as soon as they shall be pub- 
lished. Everything emanating from Governor Perry or rela- 
ting to his conduct during his long, useful and honorable life, 
will be cherished by Carolinians as illustrating the services of 
one of those rare prototypes of manly beauty, intellectual 
power, and moral courage, which were so eminently embodied 
in the person and character of this distinguished counsellor of 
the State and friend of man. 

With renewed thanks for your kindly attention, I am, 

With great esteem, 
R. Dozier, 

Pres't W, I. S, 



United States Civil Service Commission,! 
Washington, D. C, Oct. 31st, '89. J 
Mrs. Governor Perry : 

My Dear Madam : I was called home by the birth of a son. 
On my return to Washington I find your more than courteous 
letter and the three interesting volumes, which I shall read 
with the most careful attention. I have enjoyed the first vol- 
ume greatly. I hold in high esteem many, very many, of South 
Carolina's statesmen, but none so high as those of the little 
group to which your husband belonged. It has always been 
my hope that some day I might write a history of move- 
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merits in our countrv's life to which no historian, Northern or 
Southern, has yet done justice; and if ever that day comes, 
all four volumes von have sent me will be invaluable; and I 
trust 1 shall be able to do at least some feeble justice to the 
memories of the men of whom your husband w^as typical — the 
men who, more than any others, in any section, are entitled 
to the respect and admiration of those who, like myself, feel 
profound pride in all parts of our great Union. 

Thanking you heartily for your courtesy, I am madam, 
with great respect, Very sinceiely yours, 

Theodore Roosevelt 



Sherborx, Mass., Oct. 12, 1889. 

My Dear, DearFriend and Cousin : I will commence thislet- 
ter with a quotation from cousin Carrie Perry's letter to me: 
*' Mrs. B. F. Perry, our dear (*.ousin, sent me by mail the beau- 
tiful book she has (unaided) herself compiled from her dear 
husband's writings. I consider it to be a great honor to be 
thus remembered by so noble and interesting a w^omanas Mrs. 
Perry, and the book itself is a feast of knowledge and of noble 
thoughts and purposes, throughout a long and useful life; fas- 
cinating as the richest novel. It will be to me one of my treas 
ures, and makes me long to see them again more than ever.'' 

I can fully endorse the above, except ''fascinating as the 
richest novel," as I never was fascinated with any novel — never 
in early life had any taste for them — but the writings of Gov- 
ernor Perry, and those of gifted minds and pure principles, 
will hold me entranced forhour8,so that I would be insensible 
to scenes around me. (Even in early life I was thus enter- 
tained ) ************** 

Love to all the dear ones. With love and gratitude, 

Your afectionate cousin and friend, 
Catherine Haven Perry. 



Greenville, S. C, September, 1889. 
My Dear Friend: Your highly valued present of Reminis- 
cences of Public Men, with Speeches and Addresses, by ex- 
Governor Benjamin Franklin Perry, Second Series, is ae- 
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kuowledged with thanks, and is appreciated the more for the 
language of friendship to me personally, which you have 
kindly inscribed on a front leaf of the book. 

The terse eulogies of your late distinguished husband, ex- 
pressed in the numerous letters you have received from men 
of eminence, and other admirers of B. F. Perry, adds great 
value to the book in my estimation, and must do so with all 
his friends. I heartily congratulate you on having received 
so many such letters, and you have acted wisely in printing 
them. The evidence of the renown of ex-Governor Perry 
throughout this country, which these letters show, together 
with his own acts, writings, addresses and speeches, consti- 
tute a monument to his talents and patriotism more desir- 
able, more expressive and more durable than one of marble. 
Long may you, the wife of B. F. Perry, live to enjoy the sat- 
isfaction afforded by the numerous tributes to his memory so 
fragrant with praises and admiration. Seldom has a lady 
found so many real sympathizers in her love and veneration 
of a noble husband as yourself. 

With great respect, Truly your friend, 

George F. Townes. 



Greenville, Nov. 13, 1889. 
My Dear Mrs. Perry : * 

The enclosed acknowledgment of your very highly esteemed 
present was written soon after the reception of the book. It 
was laid aside and I have neglected to send it till now. 

As time passes I am more and more impressed with the loss 
I have personally sustained by the death of Governor Perry. 
I find no successor to him in the pleasure his friendship and 
companionship afforded me. We always discussed together 
the current news — political, literary or social — and I grtatlj' 
enjoyed his conversation. He was so communicative in re- 
gard to what he thought on all subjects, that I had the full 
advantage of his learning and insight in the deeds of men 
our cotemporaries as well as of the preceding times. He was 
an encyclopedia of biographicar and historical knowledge. 
This is partially illustrated by his Reminiscences, but the liv- 
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ing man was superior to his books. The reverse is often the 
case. Not a few great authors, like Goldsmith, have failed to 
impress their friends by their personal intercourse with any 
admiration of their genius and intellectual character. Not so 
with my departed friend, Governor Perry. 

Yours with sincere regard, 
George F. Townes. 



Hampton, C. H., So. Ca., 23d November, 1889. 
Mrs. B, F. Perry, Green viUe, S. C. : 

My Dear Madam : It is with most sincere pleasure that 
I write to acknowledge the receipt of the Second Series of 
Reminiscences of Public Men, with Speeches and Addresses, 
by your distinguished and lamented husband, the late Gov- 
ernor Benjamin F. Perry, whose name is so thoroughly iden- 
tified, and whose history is so closely interwoven with that 
of the State he loved so well. 

It is a duty we owe to such men, that we preserve for pos- 
terity the record of their good deeds and the result of their 
lifelong labors. 

I remember well the first time I saw Governor Perry. It 
was at the Democratic National Convention held in Charles- 
ton, in 1860. His magnificent courage and the splendid pic- 
ture he presented when he took the platform to vindicate his 
course in remaining in that convention when the majority of 
the delegates from the State had decided to withdraw, will 
never be effaced from my memory. The admiration which I 
conceived for him on that occasion was increased and inten- 
sified when, in after years, I knew him and learned to appre- 
ciate all the excellent traits of his character. Thoroughly 
posted in all the fundamental principles which underlie our 
government, devoted to the carrying out of those principles 
in their integrity and purity, and with a courage which never 
allowed him to falter where duty showed the way ; his life will 
fill one of the brightest and most glowing pages in the history 
of his country and his State. 

Allow me to thank you for the volume sent me and to wish 
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you God speed in the loving work of preserving for future 
generations the history of a great and a good man. I am, 
with great respect, Yours most truly, 

James W. Moore. 



Landers, Floyd Co., Ga., Nov. 25, 1889. 
My Dear Mrs, Perry, Green ville, S, C, : 

I received recently a package— being two volumes of your- 
husband's speeches, literary and political, and a volume — ^me- 
morial and lett-ers of condolence to you. 

Thanks for your valuable gifts and kind remembrance of 
one who made your acquaintance about fifty years ago. 
Though our paths in life have been in different States, 1 
have cherished the memory of your gentle and lovable char- 
acter. 

As a youth I formed the acquaintance of your distinguished 
husband. I met him but a few times after my manhood, but 
I kept informed of his public career. Though I differed with 
him as to secession, I admired his moral courage and unde- 
viating adherence to his convictions. With nearly his whole 
State against him, he stood unflinching to his principles. It 
was a very rare exhibition of moral courage. It stamped him 
as a noble specimen of a man. 

As Provisional Governor, when in power, he took no re- 
venge upon life-long, stern opponents; but, in kindness, where- 
ever in his power, kept them and placed them in position. 
This fact testifies to the nobility of his character. From being 
one of the most unpopular men, he became one of the most 
popular in the State. The Legislature, not one of scalawags 
and negroes, but one controlled by the gentlemen of South 
Carolina— unanimously elected him a United States Senator. 
Honor to that Legislature, and a merited honor to your dis- 
tinguished husband. 

Again accept my high appreciation of your gift. 

Your contribution to the memory of your distinguished 
husband presents a noble model to be studied and followed 
by our young men. 
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May Heaven grant to you a long life in the enjoyment of 

health and happiness. I remain, 

Very truly your friend, 

Benjamin C. Yancey. 



United States Senate,! 
WASfflNGTON, D. C, Nov. 10, 1889. J 
My Dear Mrs. Perry : 

I must thank you most cordially for the volume, Second 
Series of Reminiscences, with Speeches and Addresses, of your 
late husband, who was so distinguished in his day and gener- 
ation, for his exalted character, eminent abilities and valu- 
able public services. 

I recur to my acquaintance with him and to the friendship 

he always honored me with with more satisfaction than any 

man of his day. The relations of cordiality that existed for 

so many years between our respective families is also a 

source of much pride and gratification to me. I value the 

volume very highly as an interesting contribution to history, 

and also because it comes from you. Allow me again to 

thank you. Very sincerely and respectfully, 

M. C. Butler. 
Mrs. B. F, Perry, Green ville, S. C. 



Columbia, S. C, Nov. 26th, 1889. 
My Dear Mrs. Perry : 

Your very kind and highly appreciated letter was received 
last week. It would have given Mrs. Patton and myself the 
most sincere pleasure to meet you in our home on the College 
Campus, during your recent visit to Columbia, and we hope 
that you will find it convenient to call at some future time. 

I am truly glad to learn that you are now engaged in wri- 
ting the life of your distinguished, husband. As a public man 
he is known and honored throughout the State and country ; 
but he will now be '* revealed '' to us in his '* domestic charac- 
ter," as you so happily express it in the letter which I had the 
honor to receive. One of the most interesting and instruct- 
ive books in the annals of literature is **Bosweirs Life of John- 
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son.-' In this biography he is portrayed not only as the poet 
and philosopher, but as the husband^ and friend and pbilan- 
thropist. 

The numerous admirers of Governor Perry will be delighted 
to see him as he appeared to his own family and intimate as- 
Kociates in the retirement of Sans SoucL In his private as 
well as public character, as husband and father no less than 
as orator and statesman, he is, no doubt, worthy of our ad- 
miration and love. As I have said in a former letter, such a 
character will be a model which the young men of this grand 
old Commonwealth may safely imitate. 

" Lives of great men all remind us, 
We can make our lives sublime ; 
And departing leave behind us 
• Footprints on the sands of time." 

You do me too much honor, my dear madam, in assuring 
me that the labor of love was undertaken in compliance with 
my suggestion. I took the liberty to suggest the preparation 
of such a volume at your hands, from a conviction that no 
other person was so competent as yourself to write his biog- 
raphy ; and especially so well qualified to *' reveal him in his 
domestic character," as was the companion of his life. 

I shall be under additional obligations t^ you for a copy of 
the memoirs, as soon as published. 

Mrs. Patton unites with me in expressions of the most sin- 
cere regard . From yours, very respectfully, 

E. L. Patton. 



New Orleans, Nov. 7, 1889. 

Dear Madam : Many thanks for the two books containing 
speeches, sketches and reminiscences of your distinguished 
husband. 

My intercourse with him during the war enabled me to form 
a correct idea of his noble character, and his conduct after 
the war, which only added to the lustre of his fame and en- 
hanced the esteem in which he was held by his countrymen. 
When his opinions were overbourne in the councils of the 
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State, he bowed to the will of the majority, but with charac- 
teristic disinterestedness and charity, he did all in his power 
to ameliorate the condition of those who had neglected his 
warning voice. 

You may indeed be proud of such a husband, and describe 
him as "the wisest, bravest, most unselfish statesman South 
Carolina ever produced." 

With sincere regards, I am dear madam, 

Yours most respectfully, 
Thomas J. Semmes. 



Office of Congaree Iron Works, 
John Alexander, Proprietor, 
Columbia, S. C, Oct. 3d, 1889. 

Mrs. B. F, Perry y Greenville, S. C: 

Dear Madam : The honor you confer upon me in present- 
ing me through Mr. Leaphart, with a volume of Second Series 
of Reminiscences of Public Men, etc., by ex-Governor B. F. 
Perry, your venerated husband, is deeply felt and gratefully 
acknowledged. But this token is not needed to keep in ever- 
blooming remembrance the worth of the great deceased. 
His worth I had the fortune to know of while he was living 
and active. It was my pleasant privilege of knowing, afi we 
Scotchmen would term it, "The Perry." 

To me he was a man of great ideas, and deplorable it was 
that his words, coming from the mountains, did not always 
reach the seashore. The State of South Carolina never could 
boast of a more devoted son and hardly of a more clear- 
headed one. Whatever he said was open and true, without 
guile or after-thought, and what is more, he was calm and 
without passion. But he could not, nor can even God or law, 
conquer passion in others, and hence he was often misunder- 
stood by the majority of his fellow-citizens, but only until then 
when they saw that he was right, and now they lament their 
short-sightedness. But with all this, the name of "Perry" 
goes out to the world more glorious. The eloquent counsellor 
of the State in his debat>es in the legislative halls, stood like a 
Cicero in argument with Cataline, and w,as always victorious 
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in argument, even if the schemes of his adversaries prevailed, 
and afterwards redounded to their failure. This knowledge, 
however sad, redound» notwithstanding to the immortal 
glory of our lamented deceased and makes him immortal ; 
therefore in his demise he is not lost to us nor lost to you, 
madam. He is living still amongst us, and in his sons, who 
walk in his ways and follow the counsel of their father, he is 
living forth. Let us revere and cherish his memory, as he has 
done well for us all; and let us now try to understand his 
counsel and emulate his virtues. 

Thanking you again, my dear madam, permit me to sub- 
scribe myself. Your most obedient servant, 

John Alexander. 



(From Jud|^ W. B. Reese.) 

Vanderbilt University,! 
Nashville, Tenn., July 20, 1889. j 
Mrs. B. F. Perry : 

My Dear Madam : I am exceedingly obliged to you for 
sending me the Biographical Sketches by Governor Perry, of 
South Carolina. I have not written my acknowledgments be- 
fore because I wished thoroughly to read and study its con- 
tents. I have now done this and am able to say, with great 
confidence, that by its publication you have not only con- 
tributed one of the most interesting volumes lately published, 
but one containing much new iand valuable information not 
elsewhere to be found. 
Again thanking you, I am Very truly your obliged, 

W. B. Reese. 



"Mindful Not of Himself." 
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Columbia; Rectory, Dec. 3d, 1889. 

My Dear Mrs. Perry : 

You would have heard from me before this, but I have been 
so much engaged at home, and so unwell last week, I have not 
had time to overlook the Phoenix for vou. 

I have now carefully overlooked the file, giving several 
hours to it, and send vou the references. Some of the matter 
you have already published, but some of it has never been 
printed. 

And now, m^^ dear and valued friend, I want to call your 
attention to a reflection which your letter suggested to my 
mind, which may be of comfort to you when you review the 
political trials through which Governor Perry passed. Those 
very trials and bitter persecutions you refer to, brought out 
into prominence those traits of Governor Perry's character 
which commanded the respect and admiration of his fellow- 
citizens. They were bitter trials to him, but they furnished 
him the opportunities for the display of those mental and 
moral traits which stamped him before his friends and his 
foes as a man of courage, faithfulness and unshaken heroism. 
All this was fully appreciated by his people at the last, and if 
he had not had the ordeal of his earlv life to demonstrate the 
force of his character and his manly devotion to his convic- 
tions, his people would never have realized what a man he 
was! The consciousness of his own integrity and his own sin- 
cerity, was an unfailing spring of both comfort and strength 
to him through it all ; a shield which turned and blunted the 
shafts of detraction which would have pierced and wounded 
and crushed a mere politician. In the article in The Phoenix, 
September 15, nominating him for the U. S. Senate, among 
other things said in his praise, are these words : ** Let him re- 
ceive the reward due his merit, loftiness of character Jnte^^rity 
of purpose and enlightened wisdom." Remember, then, my 
dear friend, that he passed through the fires to show all this ; 
and your comfort is, that trying as the passage was to him 
and to you, he was greater than his trials, and came off with 
honor to himself and the ultimate well-done of his people. 

I send you herewith the notes I took from the files of the 
paper in Mr. Calvo's oflfice. You might write to Mr. Calvo 
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about the copying. It will take more time than I can com- 
mand, or I would gladly oblige you and make the copies for 
you. 

With much love to Fanny and Emily, I am, my dear Mrs. 
Perry, Most truly yours, 

E. Capers. 



[From the Files of The PhcBnix,'] 

Date— July 8, 1865.— Editorial on W. \V. Boyce and B. F. 
Perry, both being nominated for Provisional Governor. Perry 
preferred and his fitness shown by an analysis of his charac- 
ter and past career. 

July 2i^d.— S{)eech in Greenville. 
** ** Editorial on speech, highly in its praise. 

Aug. 9th.— Long correspondence from a Cincinnati paper, 
from Washington, on. the speech. 

Aug. 15th.— Speech in Greenville on his return from Wash- 
ingi5on. 

Aug. 17th.— Proclamation assuming the office of Governor. 

Aug. 18th. — Order of General Gilmore respecting the same. 

Sept. 6th.— Letter of W. H. Trescot to Governor Perry. 
Very interesting, giving report of his investigation of the sub- 
ject of lands abandoned on the coast, etc. This is copied in 
The Phoenix from The Greenville Mountaineer. 

Sept. 15th. — Article nominating Governor Perry for the U. 
S. Senate. 

Sept. 15th.— Message No. 1 to the Convention. 

Sept. 19th.— Proclamation of Governor Perry. 

Sept. 28th.— Message No. 2 to Convention. 

Oct. 19th. — Correspondence between Governor Perry and 
Seward, on the subject of the duration of his office as Pro- 
visional Governor. 

Oct. 27th.— Message to the extra Legislature. 
" " Editorial on the message. 

28th.— What the South needs. An editorial on this theme, 
quoting largely from the Message. 

Nov. 16th.— Correspondence between Secretary Seward and 
Governor Perry, commiinicated to the Legislature by Mes- 
sage. 
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Nov. 29th.-- Message to Legislature. 
'* 30th.— Speech before the Legislature. 

Dec. 3d.-— Proclamation of Governor Perry. 

Jan'y 2d, 1866.-— Note of Governor Perry to The Phoenix, 
sending telegram of Secretary Seward terminating his oflBce 
as Provisional Governor. 

A perusal of the file of the paper shows The Phoenix to 

have been a most appreciative friend of Governor Perry's 

administration, and a warm admirer of the man. 

E.G. 



(From Judge B. C. Pressley.) 

SuMMERViLLE, S. C, Dec. 23, 1889. 
Mrs. B. F. Perry, Sans Souci : 

Dear Madam: Miss Mittie Marshall kindly handed me on 
Saturday the beautiful copy of the Reminiscences, etc., —j'^our 
highly valued gift. I.found it so absorbing that I almost fin- 
ished it before the Lord's-day hour crept on me. Happy he 
who gave so much of his life to his native State, and yet 
found time to embalm the memory of so many of his valued 
friends. Happier yet in leaving a survivor who so long 
shared his inmost heart yearnings, to complete and make im- 
mortal his life work. 

But is there no mistake in the seeming admission that his 
State did not properlj'^ appreciate and honor him ? Strong 
convictions led him to cast his lot with the minority party, 
and hence the majority did not exalt him to high office ; but 
if any ever failed to recognize his sincerity, splendid talents 
and unparallelled moral courage, they have never so said. 

Please accept thanks for the volume. I value it greatly. 

Very truly yours, 
B. C. Pressley. 



(From Judge WiUiam H. Wallace.) 

Union, S. C, 27th Dec., 1889. 
Mrs. B. F. Perry : 

My Dear Madam : I have delayed thanking you for a copy 

of Reminiscences with Speeches and Addresses by B. F. Perry, 
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(lovernor, etc., until I had had air opportiinity to read the 
volume. I have read it with *^reat pleasure. Besides the in- 
teresting sketches of public men and the eloquent and in- 
structive speeches and addresses, the historical parts of the 
book relate to events in the history of the State that will al- 
ways possess a deep interest for all the people of the Stat^. 
In this history the author was a conspicuous actor, and this 
book perniittinii' a fi>limpse of his whole public career, presents 
him in a most attractive point of view. In the gi'eat political 
struggle of 1832, he stood firmly by his convictions. Again 
in 1860 he gallantly led the forlorn hope of opposition to 
secession. He did all this in the face of overwhelming odds, 
and in opposition to numerous personal friends. When the 
State actually seceded and placed herself in a most perilous 
position while believing her action unwise; he claimed his 
y)lace, asherson, byherside, to defend her rights and share her 
lot. Throughout these periods of political excitement he dis- 
played a constancy, a courage and fidelity to conviction 
which j)roved the elevation of his character, and, when the 
excitement had subsided, won for him a noble eminence and 
crowned his latter years with honor and great offices, and the 
respect and admiration of troops of friends. 

The loyalty of wifely affection, in giving these memorials to 
the public, has rendered an incalculable service to the Statein 
preserving as a perpetual example and inspiration so great 
a character and so noble a career. 

I am, very respectfully and sincerely. 

Your obedient servant, 
W. H. Wallace. 



CusTOM-HousE, New Orleans, La., \ 
Surveyor's Office, Dec. 17, 1889./ 

Mrs. B. F. Perry, Greenville, S. C: 

Dear Madam : After reading the works of your lamented 
husband I realize, more fully than ever before what a happy 
combination there was in him of those high and noble qual- 
ities of head and heart that made him the patriot, philoso- 
pher and statesman. The youth of Carolina possess no richer 
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legacy than the life and example of such a man and your de- 
votion to his memory does honor to Southern womanhood. 

Respectfully, &c., John C. Vance. 



(From Rev. A. Coke Smith.) 



WoFFORD College, 1 
Spartanburg, Jan. 2, 1890. j 

Mrs, D. F. Perry, Greenville, S. C: 

Dear Madam; I acknowIedp:e with hearty thanks the vir 
ceipt this day of three volumes which you kindly sent mo: 
^* Biographical Sketches" and ^^Reminiscences and Addresses" 
by Governor Perry ; and the memorial volume which your 
love has prompted you to prepare from the many tributes 
paid to the memory of your loved and greatly honored hus- 
band. It was my privilege to know Governor Perry person- 
ally, while I was pastor of the Buncombe-street Methodist 
Church, in Greenville, and I hold his memory in deepest rev- 
erence. Among my earliest recollections of the names of 
South Carolina's leading men is that of your husband. My 
father was a great admirer of him and they held the same 
political views, so that Governor Perry was often quoted. 

His life and labors as a public man have been a benefaction 
to his State and to the country ; and his pure and simple life 
amidst the honors so generously bestowed upon him by our 
admiring people, is at once an inspiration to the young men 
to adhere to American simplicity and purity, and a rebuke to 
the ostentatious display which is appearing in some parts of 
our country. 

Begging you to accept my thanks for your thoughtful kind- 
ness, and with assurances of highest esteem, I am, my dear 
madam. Yours with great respect, 

A. Coke Smith. 



Alahama Polytechnic Institute, \ 
Auburn, Lee Co., Ala., January 10, 1890. | 

Mrs. B. F. Perry, Greenville, S, C, 

My Dear Madam: You will please accept my sincere thanks 

for the Sketches, Addresses, &c., by your gifted husband, the 
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late Gov. B. F. Perry, you were so kind to send me. I appre- 
ciate most sensibly the favor. 

The name of Gov. Perry has been familiar to me from my 
boyhood, and have often heard my uncles, who were residents 
of old Pendleton District, speak of him, especially my uncle, 
Colonel George Reese, who was his devoted political friend 
and admirer in the stormy days of nullification in South Car- 
olina. 

My father, the late Dr. David A. Reese, who at one time 
represented the Seventh Georgia Congressinal District, had a 
high opinion of Governor Perry, as a man of undaunted 
courage, unwavering and unflinching in all that he thought 
was right, in all questions affecting the interest and welfare 
of the South and the whole country. 

The death of such a man as your husband, though at a 
ripe old age, was lamentable. Few men in ^his day and time 
of action displayed such moral courage, or possessed such 
sound and conservative views from any standpoint. 

His memory will be the more cherished as the years go by, 
and his virtues and great worth as a patriot and statesman 
will be the more admired and lustrous. 

Wishing you many years of happiness in your beautiful 
and charming home, Sans Souci, which my young and lovely 
friend. Miss Minnie Armstrong, of this place, has so graph- 
ically described. I am sincerely yours, 

Frank M. Reese. 



Birmingham, January 5, 1890. 
My Dear Mrs. Perry: Absence from my desk must be my 
apology for a delayed acknowledgment of your repeated 
kindness in sending to me the "Tribute to the Memory of 
Benjamin Franklin Perry." I sincerely thank you. I enclose 
herewith a leading editorial from the Birmingham Chronicle, 
which I wrote, although I am not on the staff of the paper. 
I have found the writings of Governor Perry indispensable to 
my intelligence and most comforting to my hopes of my 
country. I have read and re-read them, and always take 
them up with awakened expectations and lay them down 
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when I am forced to go on with the labor which daily bread 
exacts. 

Mr. B. C. Yancey, not knowing that I had been the re- 
cipient of your favor, took the trouble to send me the vol- 
umes you had given him as a loan, charging me to return 
them promptly when I had read them. So you see your old 
friends, and your illustrious husband's friends, are yet true. 

Mr. Yancey said in his letter: "I send the books received as 
a present from Mrs. Perry, a friend of fifty years." 

Since I last wrote to you my father died in his 81st year. 
Perhaps I sent you a newspaper notice of his life and death. 
He was an inveterate reader all last summer, and up to the 
w^eek which was his last, of the things written by Governor 
Perry of South Carolina. 

I hope the New Year finds you well, and beg to remain, 

Very truly your friend, 

John W. DuBose. 



{From the Birmingbam Evening Chronicle^ J an, 2^ 1890,) 

A Noble Monument.— The Chronicle is pleased to peruse 
the several volumes, published by Mrs. Benjamin Franklin 
Perry, of South Carolina, of the writings of her late illustri- 
ous husband. It seems that from early manhood Governor 
Perry practiced the pleasing pastime of writing down his ob- 
servations at the time of living men and current events. At 
the age of eighty-one, when he died, a great mass of manu- 
script carefully stored in his large library was found by his 
wife. The volumes to which we refer are the publication in 
convenient and handsome book style of some of these writings. 
They are a reliable compendium of the great events of forty to 
fifty years. The style is fascinating in its simplicity, and 
captivating are the useful lessons its pages tea.ch. Almost 
every great man of America was known personally to Gov- 
ernor Perry, and it is of such men and their every day life he 
wrote. Calhoun was his neighbor, Lieber was his friend, 
Huger, Webster, Gen. Scott, Andrew Johnson, William L. 
Yancey and men great in every occupation, are here brought 
to the eye of posterity ; not a few, but scores of them. 
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The volumes may be safely compared to Plutarch in beauty 
of style and reliability of hfstory. 

Mrs. Perry brings them forward with natural pride in their 
intrinsic merit, and in this most opportune manner erects a 
monument more lasting than brass to her distinguished hus- 
band. No man lived in South Carolina in these latter de- 
cades who commanded to a greater degree the universal con- 
fidence than Gov. B. F. Perry. 



Maine State College of Agriculture and 

Mechanic Arts, 
Orono, Maine, January 7, 1890. 
Mrs. B, F. Perry, 

Dear Madam: I have read with very deep interest the 
tributes to the memory of your late lamented husband, and 
l)eg to thank you most sincerely for the little volume that 
you add to our college library. 

It must be a source of great satisfaction to you to have so 
abundant evidence of the high appreciation and regard in 
which he was held by those who value the most exalted quali- 
ties of human nature. 

In preserving in permanent form his valuable papers and 
the tributes of esteem which testify so fully to his woi'th, you 
are conferring a benefit upon your State and a lasting good 
upon the community at large who cannot fail to profit by so 
noble an example. I am, dear madam, 

Yours very sincerely, 

M. C. Fernald, President. 



U. S. Grant University, Athens and Chattanooga. \ 

Athens, Tenn., January 16, 1890. ) 

Mrs. Governor B. F. Perry, 

1 beg to gratefully acknowledge the courtesy conferred by 
you in sending to our Library a copy **In Memoriam" of 
Benjamin Franklin Perry. Our students will highly prize the 
little volume; and it will doubtless be a real gem in the Uni- 
versity Library. 
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I would gladly have the splendid character of your precious 
husband, with all its moral worth, firmness and courage, 
lithographed upon the mind and heart of every student 
within our halls. With great respect I am 

Sincerely yours, 

J. F. Spencb, 
Chancellor Orant Dniversity. 



(From Rev. llichard. D. Smart.) 

Chauleston, S. C, January 17, 1890. 
Mks. B. F. Perky, Greenville, S, C\: 

My Dear Mrs. Perry: From my heart I thank vou for 
your continued and kind remembrance of me. I am glad 
that you have preserved the ** Sketches" and the *^ Remin- 
iscences" of vour distinguished husband for the benefit of the 
present and the succeeding generations. A copy of each was 
received in excellent condition. 

At such a time as this it seems that we are specially in need 
of men like Governor Perry. The noble example left by him 
is a rich legacy to those who come aft»er him. 

Assuring you of my sincere regard, and praying that He 

who is the Father of the fatherless and the widow's God mav 

> ./ 

provide for you in your necessities, and comfort you in your 
sorrows, I remain, 

Faithfully your friend, 

R. D. Smart. 



(From Jud^ Oliver Miller, Judgre of the Supreme Ck>urtof 

Maryland.) 

Annap6li8, Dec. 25th, 1889. 
Dear Madam : I write this Christmas day to acknowledge 
the receipt of the works and tributes to the memory of Gov- 
ernor Perry— your deceased husband. I am reading them 
with great interest and pleasure. I remember him well and 
have had his portrait framed and hang-iug in my office since 
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his visit here, with yourself, many years ag'o to place his son 
Frank in the Naval Academy. On that occasion I was glad 
to do your son some slight service ; but alas ! the physicians 
at the Academy were right in regard to the state of his 
health. That was long ago, and since we have all encoun- 
tered affliction and distress from the terrible war. 

The Governor was a man I always admired, and he deserves 
all that is so well said of him in these books. If there had 
been more such men, the recent history of the country would 
have been far different. At all events his fame and reputa- 
tion are secmv. 

Verv truly vours, 

Oliver Miller. 

Mrs. Go vernor B. F. Perry, Green ville, S. C, 
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Vanderbilt Benevolent Association, 

A. C. Kaufman, President. 

Charleston, S. C, March 24, 1890. 

My Dear Madam: I feel obligated to you, as must, in- 
deed, any one who has been similarly honored, at your 
thoughtful gift embraced in the valuable Memoirs to your 
patriot husband. 

It is said that early impressions are the most lasting. My 
first recollection of Gov. Perry dates back to my youth in 
1860, when, as a member of the National Democratic Con- 
vention, assembled in Charleston, he then exhibited those 
traits of mind that fixed him in my mind as a man olcliasiadtj/ 
Roman mould. From that time on did I watch his career 
most closely, with all his acts to admire and nothing to con- 
demn. 05^ 

Those who are familiar with the history of the two past 
decades, remember, as a part of that history, the men who 
achieved greatness during that period, especially in the early 
part of the decade beginning in 1860. No nobler name is in- 
scribed therein than that of '* Benjamin Franklin Perry," of 
whom it may honestly be said that for his country he livedj 
and died, leaving her his blessing behind him. 

These Memoirs will be placed among the archives of this 
Association and be sacredly treasured by its members as a 
precious legacy for all time to come. 

No books that I have ever read possess the fascination 
that meets one at every step in these Memorial volumes. 
They do credit to the head and heart of both author and com- 
piler. Every time these books are opened some new charm 
appears, and their pages seem invested with fresh beauty, 
arndlmmortality to ** Benjamin Franklin Perry," — hero, pa- 
triot, sage, almost martyr, yet in the end victor — the grand 
old gentleman ! 

To his faithful wife in her declining years, serenity and joy ; 
''and may the peace of God, which y)a,sseth all understand- 
ing, keep her heart and mind." 

With great respect, I am, my dear madam, 

Your friend and servant, A. C. Kaufman. 

To Mrs. B. F. Perry, Greenville, S. (I 
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Union, S. C, March 14th, 1890. 
Mrs. B. F. Perry, Greenville, S, C. ; 

My Ddar Madam: Your kiud letter of a few days 
ago has been received, and I hasten to thank you for your 
very great kindness in remembering me in the friendly- distri- 
bution of your reminiscences of your noble husband. 

I cannot express to you my great appreciation of 
vour kindness. I am sure I have no books that I shall cher- 
ish with stronger devotion and tenderer care than those you 
have been so kind as to send to me. In my humble estimation 
— and I am yet a mere youth — there has been no man, since 
the establishment of this Republic, who combined more of 
the very noblest qualities of pure statesmanship than your 
husband. In all his public speeches and writings can be 
easily detected those characteristics that make up the sum 
total of pure statesmanship, pure manhood and nobility of 
heart; and in all those utterences the student of history 
shall find his most valuable assistance in discerning what 
nobility of heart and greatness of character was found at all 
times in the personality of Governor B. F. Perry. It was 
my pleasure to touch his garment and grasp his hand only 
once; but from him I have learned what it is to command 
the applause of listening senates and defy the vituperation 
of opposing demagogues. 

1 am sure j^ou are now doing a noble work, and 1 am 
equally confident that your devotion and love for your dead 
husband has never been equalled in the history of modern 
times. 1 hope to see you soon and then I can thank 
you personally for the books. 

With great esteem, I am, 

Very truly, your friend always, 

E. P. M( KissKK. 



Wavehly, near White Post, Va., 

17th March, 1890. 
Mrs. B. F. Perry, Greenville, S. C. : 

My Dear Madam : Honestly, I am at a loss for words 
with which to express my deep sense of gratitude and hiirh 
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appreciation of your kindness in sending me the valuable 
present, ** Reminiscences by Governor Perry," (second 
series.) It is enough for me to say that I feel profoundly 
grateful and thank you, my dear madam, most sincerely 
for it. 

1 have now, I presume, the only volumes incident to the 
life and history of your honored husband, two having been 
previously sent me by my friend and your son. Doctor Perry. 
It is needless for me to say how very, very highly I value 
them. They were at once taken possession of and claimed 
by my daughter, Fannie, the only book-worm of the family, 
and who insisted upon having her name wTitten in them. I 
will take the liberty of lending the books to some of my law- 
yer friends of Winchester, Beny ville and Front Royal, which 
may be the means of having some coiwes sold. 

As I stated in one of my letters to the doctor, the name of 
Governor Perry was not only perfectly familiar to me, but 
has been — to me — for many years as *^ a household word." I 
recall, distinctly, his herculean efforts in behalf of the Union 
in his own State, which even to us, in Virginia, who enter- 
tained the same views which he and our own great man, 
Henry A. Wise, did, viz., that our policy was to fight for 
our rights in the Union and not out of it, as words of com- 
fort, wisdom and strength. Governor Perry was a great 
and good man, and the world was that much better that he 
lived in it. No greater compliment could be paid any one. 
It is useless now to repine that his words of warning and 
wisdom, together with those of his associate patriots, for 
the Union were not heeded. That is all past, forever gone, 
and we have to make the best we can of it. They tell us it 
was all for the best, and tliat future generations will derive 
the benefits of our new order of things. That may be all 
true— I do not say that it isn't— but, for my ])art, I am free 
to admit that I would have greatly preferred that they 
(himvfl tUinv change until I had passed froui the scene of 
action. You and I, my dear Mrs. Perry, are rather too old 
for the ups and downs of life to sit easily uixni our shoulders, 
it niatt(M-s not how grnr(»fully we may ench^avor to bear 
them. 
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Ye8, 1 repeat, that 1 distinctly recall the memory of your 
pure and excellent husband; and, with unaffect-ed feelings, 
hang before it my small chaplet of immortelles. 

Should I go to Washington before the adjournment of Con- 
gress, I shall most assuredly do myself the honor of making 
the acquaintance of your distinguished son. 

Please present me most kindly to the doctor, and believe 
me, my dear madam, sincerely, your friend, 

Wm. C. Kennerly. 



University of South Carolina, 

Columbia, S. C, March 22, 1890. 
Mrs. B. F. Perry, Greenville, S. C. : 

My Dear Madam: 1 feel honored to be thought worthy 
to receive at your hands the inestimable memorials of your 
illustrious husband, compiled and published by your loving 
care. They constitute not only a monument to himself and 
to you and a priceless heritage to his descendants, but they 
are a noble legacy to his State and country. I wish that all 
the young men of South Carolina could be brought to study 
and emulate the solid virtues so nobly exhibited in the life 
and character of (jovernor Perry, 
I am, dear madam, with high regard. 

Yours very truly, 

Edward S. Joynes. 



BRIEF SKETCH 

OF THE 

LIFE AND MILITARY SERVICES OF ARTHUR P.IHAYNE. 

Of CHARLESTON, S. C. 
(PUBLISHED IN PHILADELPHIA IN 1837--AUTHOR Unknown.) 



This Sketch of my uude, Colonel Arthur P. Hayne is out of 
print. He was a good man — my mother's brother — and the sketch 
will prove he was a distinguished United States Army officer, 
the inti mate friend of General Andrew Jackson. I deem it worthy 
of preservation for this and future generations, and embrace the 
opportunity to place it in this book dedicated to my husband, pe- 
culiarly appropriate, as they entertained for each other a mutual 
esteem and admiration. Mrs. B. F. Pebbt. 

It is but too common to transfer to the commanding offi- 
cers, all the merit of military exploits, and to yield to the 
General exclusively the meed of gratitude and praise, which 
belongs at least equally to the army. Every well informed 
man knows how much the success of the greatest command- 
ers has depended upon the character of their officers, and 
yet in our anxiety to do homage to military glory, we 
usually yield all our admiration to the chief, and ** crown 
the ^^ victor with /auzvfe, " without bestowing even a 
thought upon those who have been the instruments of his 
renown. In every well organised army, there is a class of 
officers who constitute its chief strength ; who organize, and 
arrange everything, and carry into effect the plans of the 
commander in chief. They are the eyes through which he 
sees, the ears through which he hears, the arms by which he 
subdues the foe. It is the highest attribute of a great Gener- 
al, to have the faculty of discerning merit, and the ability of 
using all the means at his disposal in the best manner for the 
accomplishment of his ends. Washington possessed this 
rare quality in a high degree, and General Andrew Ja.ckson 
showed throughout his campaigns that he knew both how to 
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Helect and how to use the best talent of his artnj^ to effect liis 
purposes. It is equally due to this officer to add, that henever 
failed to acknowledge his obligations to those of his subal- 
terns who contributed to his su<xjes8. He did them ample 
justice on all occasions, and loved to honour and advance 
them. 

It is our present purpose to afford an illustration of the 
truth of these remarks, by giving a short biographical 
sketch of a distinguished officer of the late war, whose rank 
did not permit him to command an array, but whose con- 
duct contributed, in an eminent degree, to the success of our 
arms, and whose services entitle him to a large share of the 
public gratitude. Our materials have been drawn from the 
best sources, and we shall give documents which will speak 
for themselves. 

Col. Arthur P. Hayne, the subject of this sketch, .was born 
in Charleston, South Carolina, on the 12th d£^.y ot March, 
1790, of a respectable Whig stock distinguished in the Revo- 
lution by their services and sacrifices. His grandfather by 
the paternal line died of a fever contracted on board a Brit- 
ish prison ship, and his near relation. Colonel Isaac Hayne, 
expired on the scaffold, a martyr to the liberty of his country. 
Having recieved a good education, he determined to become 
a merchant, and remained four years in a counting house, 
where he was distinguished for correct conduct, diligence and 
intelligence. When the attack was made on the frigate Ches- 
apeake in 1807, although not of age, partaking of the en- 
thusiasm which spread through the whole country, he came at 
once to the resolution to enter the army, and accordingly ob- 
tained a commission as first lieutenant in the regiment of 
light dragoons, which was commanded by that distinguish- 
ed soldier of the revolution. Colonel Wade Hampton. In 
1809, he was ordered by General Hampton to the Mississippi, 
the only pla.ce at that time in our country, where a respect- 
able military force was concentrated, and there with Coving- 
ton, Pike, Scott, and Gaines, holding the same rank as the 
two latter, the foundation of his military knowledge was 
laid, and he was prepared for future usefulness in the profes- 
sion of his choice. In 1812, war having been declared, he was 
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ordered by the government to the north, and soon after his 
arrival there, we find him engaged in the battle and victory 
of Sackett's Harbour— a victory in which seven: hundred reg- 
ulars, under the command of that veteran soldier, Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Backus, (who there received a mortal wound 
through his breast,) and abou't one hundted and Sfty volun- 
teers, aided by a few militia, all under the command of Brig- 
adier General Brown, beat back Afteen hundred regulars, 
commanded by Sir George Prevost, who was supported by 
the enemy's fleet, under the command of Sir James Yeo. In 
consideration of the services he rendered in this battle Cap- 
tain Hayne was promoted to the command of a squadron of 
cavalry, with the rank of h Major in the line of the army. 
He accompanied General Wilkinson down the St. Lawrence, 
in the campaign of 1813, in the contelmplated attack on 
MohtreaL In his division of the army, General Hampton 
ton was particularly anxious to haVe Hayne and Haigy and 
in a letter io General Armstrong, Secretary of war, are these 
complimentary expressions— to wit: ^SSend me Hayne. and 
Haig; I want their constitutional ardour— it will add much 
to the strength of my army'^ 

It was not the fortune 6f Hayne to be in the battle of 
Chrystler^s Fields, where the first rate soldier, Colonel Cum- 
ming of Georgia, so greatly distinguished himself, and that 
too, after having received a ball through the thigh. On this oc- 
cajaibn Major Hayne was attached to the advanced corps of 
the army, under Brigadier General Brown, about twenty 
miles in van of the main body. This corps was engaged often 
with the enemy, and was always victorious. 

Early in 1814, that peculiarly gifted and highly talented 
officer, General Jackson, was brought into the regular army, 
and at the same time Major Hayne received from General 
Armstrong, the Secretary of war, the important appoint- 
ment of Inspector General, and was forthwith ordered to 
join Jackson in the Creek nation. After the ratification of 
the treaty of Fort Jackson, Colonel Hayne, in August, 1814, 
accompanied General Jackson to Mobile, descending the river 
Alabama, and that excellent officer, Colonel Butler, the 
Adjutant General, having been dispatched to Tennessee on 
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military business, Colonel Hajne was called upon to act in 
fJouble cap€unty of Adjutant General, and Inspector CreneraJ 
to the army. Early in the autumn of 1814, Jackson, bavinii; 
determined to drive the enemy from Pensacola, directed Col- 
onel Hayne to proceed to Fort Montgomery, the point upon 
which the army was to concentrate, having invested him 
with the necessary authority to organize the forces, prepar- 
atory to the movement upon Florida. 

At the storming of Pensacola, which was achieved on the 
7th of November, 1814, the gallant Mayor W. Laval, of 
Charleston, South Carolina, (who there recieved a most se- 
vere wound,) with Colonel Hayne, was among the very tirst 
who siezed possession of the enemy's battery, amidst a most 
destructive fire from the houses occupied by the enemy, on 
l)oth sides of the street*, as well as from the Spanish battery 
directly in front. As General Jackson was proceeding against 
Fort' Barancas, which is some distance below Pensacola, and 
the British troops remained on board their shipping, he en- 
trusted the safety of the city to Hayne, with about five hun- 
dred men. So soon as the enemy's fleet had left the harbour, 
as General Jackson was compelled to visit Mobile, he directed 
Colonel Hayne to advance with all possible rapidity to New 
Orleanes, and immediately on his arrival to repair without 
delay to the mouth of the Mississippi, and there to" examine 
and determine, whether a fortification at the Balize, near the 
bar, would give greater security to New Orleans." After a 
rapid movement he reached New Orleans, and instantly re- 
paired to the designated spot, when, upon full examination 
he was satisfied that no advantage would result from its be- 
ing fortified, and in his oflScial report pronounced Fort St. 
Philip the key of all of our positions upon the Mississippi ; 
all of which opinions and views Greneral Jackson approved 
and confirmed. It was from Fort St. Philip, it will be rec- 
ollected, that Major Overton in so skillful a manner repelled 
a part of the British fleet. 

In the attack on the British army, on the night of the 23d 
December, 1814, Colonel Hayne was eminently conspicuous, 
and it has even been considered that the brilliant result of 
this daring measure was the saving of New Orleans. On this 
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occcudion, bo eventful, so soon as General Jackson understood 
that the enemy had land^nl in considerable force a short dis- 
tance below the city, he despatched Colonel Hayne with flvp 
hundred men, composed pf Major Hinds' squadron of dra- 
goons from the State of Mississippi, the Orleans rifle corps, 
commanded by Captain Beal, and a company of mounted 
gunmen, with orders to proceed forthwith against the enemy, 
to reconnoitre his position, ascertain his strength, and, were 
they found advancing, to harass them at every step, until 
the main body of our array should be concentrated, and pre- 
pared for defence. These high duties were executed with 
equal faithfulness and promptitude, and with the loss of but 
a single man. Colonel Hayne estimated the enemy at t\v& 
thousand; they have since been ascertained to have been 
about three thousand. " The result of this victory," says an 
authentic account, ** wa^ the saving of New Orleans. The 
pride of an arrogant foe was humbled the first moment that 
he presumed to profane the soil of freedom by his hostile 
tread. It produced confidence in our ranks, established una- 
nimity, and at once crushed disaffection. The ^^ ensemble^' 
of the general movement, with its various combinations, was 
maintained and fully realized throughout the whole battle. 
It was not an exhibition of mere physical strength, as is too 
often the case, but in every stage of the battle, we clearly 
perceive the effects produced by the admirable arrangements 
of the commanding General : and like Caesar, he, also, might 
have said, " Veni, Vidi, VicL^^ In his official communication 
to the Secretary of two of these masterly achievements, in 
which were exhibited the skill of Scipio, and the devotion of 
Curtius, General Jackson says: ^^ Colonel Hayne was every 
where that duty or danger called.^' 

There was another South Carolinian, who largely partici- 
pated in the glories of New Orleans. We mean Colonel Wade 
Hampton, of Columbia, South Carolina. He had reached his 
father's plantation on the Mississippi, sixty miles above New 
Orleans, but a few days after the campaign had commenced, 
and, without a moment's delay, he hastened to the scene of 
battle, and enrolled himself as a private soldier in the ranks 
of the army. Patriotism so elevated, excited an admiration 
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at that crisis peculiarly salutary, and could not escape an 
eye like Jackson's. The appointment of Acting Assistant In- 
spector General was immediatiely conferred on him, and he 
was attached to the department of his friend Hayne. In this 
situation, he eminently distinguished himself throughout the 
whole campaign, particularly on the 8th of January, and, at 
once, merited and received the repeated encomiums of the il- 
lustrious commander. In the ^^ General Orders,^^ the man- 
ner in which this department was conducted is thus hand- 
somely characterized by Jackson: '*The skill, vigilance,, 
courage, and constant attention toduty exhibited during the 
campaign, by Colonel Hayne, and his two assistants, Majors. 
Davis and Hampton, have been appreciated as they deserve* 
to be, By the commanding General." 

On the repulse of the British at New Orleans, it is well 
known, that, though peace had been made, this was not only 
unknown to General Jackson, but that officer was under the, 
impression that increased vigilance, and more extensive 
preparations had become necessary, to maintain the country 
which he had so successfully defended. Full of anxiety on 
this subject, he determined to send a confidential officer to 
Washington, to arrange with the government the measures 
to be adopted for this purpose. His choice fell upon Colonel 
Hayne, and he was accordingly despatched on this difficult 
and delicate duty, the bearer of the following interesting let- 
ter, the use of which we have obtained and it is annexed. 
It is a document which belongs to the history of the coun- 
try, and is creditable to all parties concerned. It contains a 
merited tribute of respect to several officers, whose good 
deeds should be handed down to posterity, as an example to 
others, and as a legacy to their children. 



'\Head Quarters, New Orleans, 25tb January, 1815. 

**SiR:— It is my desire, when you arrive at Washington, 
that you would impress on the mind of the Secretary of War, 
the necessity of expediting reg-ular troops to the defense of 
this district. General Coffee's brigade will be entitled to hon- 
ourable discharge on the 20th of March— General Carroll's 
division about the 15th of May— and General Thomas's de- 
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tachment from Kentucky about the same time. The pres- 
ent regular force does not exceed six hundred effectives. 

"Prevented by motives of delicacy and other causes, 1 
have not made those discriminations, nor urged those pre- 
tensions, which the respective merits of oflScers required. 1 
must therefore request you to mention the names of Major 
Pierre, and Captains Butler and Baker of the 44th regiment, 
and of acting Lieutenant Call,* as worthy of promotion. 
Captains Montgomery, Vail and Allen of the 7th regiment, 
acting well during the whole campaign. They are certainly 
good captains, and merit promotion. Too much praise can- 
not be bestowed on Captain Humphrey, and Lieutenant 
Spotts of the Artillery— Humphrey ought to be at the head 
of a regiment, and the latter of a company. I cannot omit . 
to mention the names of the Adjutant General Colonel Rob- 
ert Butler, and his Assistant Adjutant General Major Cho- 
tard, also the Assistant Inspector General MaJ9r Davis, and 
my too aids. Captains Reed and Butler. From the report of 
Major Overton, Captains Woolstonecraft, Murray and White, 
ought to be noticed, and the Major is worthy to command a 
regiment. The Brave defenders of Fort Bowyer have been 
too long neglected. Their gallantry at one moment saved 
that section of the country. 

" From General Coffee's brigade, I am satisfied most valu- 
able officers might be selected. The General would be a most 
valuable brigadier. Colonels Dyer, Elliot, and Gibson are 
men of the utmost bravery. Captain Parish would do hon- 
our to the head of a company in any army. Captain Martin 
*would, I have no doubt, command a company well. Thegov- 
ernment, and the world are sensible of the high opinion I en- 
tertain of General Carroll. General Adair is certainly a val- 
uable officer, and ought to be noticed. As a brigadier his su- 
perior is perhaps nowhere to be found. In General Coffee^s 
brigade, there are Captain Donaldson of the rangers, and 
Captain Hutchins of the mounted gunmen, whose names I 
have omitted asking you to mention, because they are my 
near connections. 

"Any officers, whose merits you may have noticed, and no 
doubt there are many such, you will be good enough to do 

•Now Governor of Florida. 
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justiiuj to, and for God's sake entreat the Secretary of War, 
not to yield too nnieli, in time to come, to recommendations 
of nwinhf'is of(!on<!;ivss. He must be seiisible of the motives 
from which, for tlie most part, such recomendations pro- 
(•e(»d, and events have too often and too sadly proved how 
little merit they imj)ly. 

" To nil matters connected with the welfare and defence of 
tliis district, yon will Im ve the goodness to direct the atten- 
tion of the Secretnry of War; and be assured, sir, when you 
are thus about to leave me at the close of a campaign, which 
has been so full of interest, and to the successful prosecution 
of which your skill, and courage, have so much contributed, 
I should do no less injustice to my own feelings, than to your 
merits, did 1 not return you my warmest acknowledgements. 
He assured, sir, wherever you go, you carry with you my 
high sense of j'^our services, my thanks for them, and my 
prayers for your prosperity. I am your friend, 

(Signed ) '^Andrew Jackson. 

''Major General Commanding. 

*' For Col. Arthur P. Hayne, 

" luspector General, Southern Division, &c., &e., New Orleans." 



There is an anecdote connected with the battle of New Or- 
leans, so honourable to Colonel Hayne, and so interesting in 
itself, that w^e cannot refrain from giving; it here, having as- 
certained, from the highest source, its unquestionable author- 
ity. After the battle of the night of the 23d December, Colonel 
Hayne, having been on horseback from nine o'clock in the 
morning till twelve o'clock at night, requested the command- 
ing general, while the troops were lying imder arms, to allow 
him to proceed to his quarters in the city to take some re- 
freshment. It was on his return to the field of battle, that 
he surveyed, with a military eye, the different positions which 
might be defended, so as to prevent the enemy from reax^hing 
the city, and selected the very spot for the purpose, which 
General Jackson subsequently approved at his suggestion, 
and where the enemy were so gloriously repulsed on the 8th 
of January. 

Before we close the history of Colonel Hayne's military life. 
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during the late war with England, it it proper that we should 
advert to one or two circumstances highly honorable to him ; 
and which may serve to shed some light on the military his- 
tory of the country. At the battle of Sackett's Harbour, 
" the Srst of his Selds,'' it is known that the brunt fell upon 
the 1st regiment of light dragoons, then acting as infantry, 
underthe immediate command of Lieutenant Colonel Backus. 
General Brown, afterwards so much distinguished, (then a 
Brigadier General in the New York militia,) was commander 
in chief. That officer has often been heard to declare, that, 
notwithstanding all the hard fighting, which he afterwards 
witnessed on the northern frountier at ^Chippeway, Bridge- 
water, the sortie from Fort Erie, and elsewhere, he never saw 
more steadiness, or greater gallantry displayed by any troops, 
than by the officers and men belonging to the res:imeut of 
dragoons at Sackett's Harbour. We here annex the foUow- 
ingletter written by General Brown's ordei to Colonel Hayne, 
as valuable testimony to the gallantry of a noble band, 
many of whom have indeed paid the debt of nature, but some 
still survive, and we trust will long live in the affections of 
a grateful country. 



**Head Quarters, Washington City. 

''February 11th 1828, 
'*Sir: I address you at the request of Major General 
Brown, for the purpose of recalling to your mind a scene in 
the late war in which you were both actors. I allude to the 
battle of the 29th of May, 1813, at Sackett's Harbour. The 
General is desirous of obtaining the names of a portion of 
the brave men who fought on that occasion, and knows of no 
one to whom he can apply with so much propriety as to 
yourself. He considers the day to which I allude as one of 
the most interesting and important of his hfe, and he directs 
me to say, that during ,the whole course of his service, he 
never witnessed a nobler display of determined valour, than 
was exhibited on that occasion, on the part of the detach- 
ment of dragoons, who fought under the lamented Backus, 
It is the desire of the General to perpetrate the names of the 
chivalric officers of that little b^nd, that induces him to 
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make the prpsent application to yon, and in so doing, he is 
happy in having it in his power to express to one of those 
oflRcers, his admiration of the devotedness they exhibited, 
for the honour of their country. You will no doubt be able 
to communicate the names of most of your comrades, who 
were with you on the 29th of May, 1813, as well as to spec- 
ify the part of the country from which they came, with 
many other inten^sting particulars of the action which fell 
under vour immediate notice. 

*' The General will leave behind him particulars of some of 
the moHt interesting periods of his life, and he hopes that his 
account of the events at Sackett's Harbour will be much en- 
riched by the information you will communicate. 

** He directs me to assure you of his great respect and es- 
teem. 

" 1 have the honor to be, sir, very repectfully your most 
obedient servant. (Signed) J. S. Brown, 

" Aid de Camp. 

^' F'or Colonel Arthur P. Hayne, 

•• Lat« Adjutant General Northern DiviBion of the U. S. Army." 



We should have before observed that Colonel Hayne was 
brevetted at Sackett's Harbour— indeed he was brevetted for 
gallant conduct no less than three times during the war, a 
circumstance which speaks volumes in his praise, viz : Frst 
for his services at Sackett's Harbour; next for his services 
at the storming of Pensacola, and lastly, for his services at 
the battle of the night of the 23d December, and at the 
siege of New Orleans. 

The wttr with England concluded. Colonel Hayne deter- 
mined to devote himself to the pursuits of private life, and 
therefore returned his militaty commission to the govern- 
ment ; but, contrary to his expectations or even wishes, he 
was retained in the army as Adjutant General to the north- 
ern division, the Inspector Generalship having been abolish- 
(»d under the new organization. This honourable appoint- 
ment he accepted, upon the condition he should be indulged 
with a fui*lough to prosecute legal studies, to which the gov- 
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ernment assented ; and having completed the usual course 
under the direction of that distinguished ciyilian, the late 
Judge Duncan, his friend and near connection, his father-in- 
law, he was admitted to the bar of Pennsylvania. About this 
period the army was organized anew, the inspector's depa>rt- 
ment restored, and, at the particular request of General 
Jackson, Colonel Hayne was transferred again to this office, 
and attached to his division. 

During the second Florida campaign, he wbb plax^ed by 
General Jackson, at the head of the Tennessee volunteers, 
with full authority to organize a brigade staff, and also 
every power necessary to facilitate their movement to the 
scene of action. The Secretary of War, Mr. Calhoun, speak- 
ing of the manner in which Colonel Hayne had acquitted 
himself on this occasion, uses th^^se expressions : ''I am well 
aware of the difficulties to be overcome to organize efficient- 
ly, and with satisfaction to the officers and men, a volun- 
teer corps for the field. In the present instance, the pride 
and spirits of veterans, aided by patriotism, and directed by 
superior intelligence, have handsomely surmounted every 
obstacle." 

In 1820, Colonel Hayne, after services highly beneficial to 
our country, and honourable to himself, retired from the 
army, and General Jackson, in his communication to the 
war department, repeats the fiattering opinion of one, whose 
merits he possessed every opportunity correctly to estimate. 

''It is due," says he, '*to Colonel Hayne, to express my 
approbation of his conduct, during his long connection with 
my military family, and warmly to recommend him to the 
notice of the government as a soldier of high sense of hon- 
our, great worth, and intelligence." 

With this tribute to the merit of Colonel Hayne, in the ex- 
alted estimation of his character by General Jackson, we 
turn from his military history, and follow him into the walks 
of private life. On his return home. Colonel Hayne was re- 
ceived by his fellow citizens with the respect and affection due 
to his high character and distinguished services ; and he had 
hardly settled among them, before the citizens of Charleston 
acquired his services in the state legislature, where he con- 
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tinned to serve with great credit to himself, until he went to 
Europe in the important and highly responsible station of 
Agent for Naval Affairs in the Mediterranean, in which ca- 
pacity he served honourably and most acceptably to the 
navy for nearly five years. 

On the return of the Honourable Hugh S. Le^are, late min- 
ister to the court at Belgium, to the United States, the Pres- 
ident tendered to Colonel Hayne that foreign mission, which 
he declined accepting, as, from the smallness of the salary, it 
might envolve him in pecuniary embarrassment. The fact 
is, our ministers abroad are very inadequately paid, and un- 
less their private resources are most ample, tliey generally 
return home in debt for the balance of their lives. This 
ought not to be the case, and is a great evil, which calls for 
prompt redress. There is, however, one exception, and that 
is, the mission to France. 

Of his services in the legislature we have been assured, by a 
distinguished gentleman,* who served with him in the legis- 
lature, '*that Colonel Hayne's frank and gentlemanly de- 
portment, elevated i)rinciples, and ardent character, soon 
developed themselves in the legislature, and he became a 
prominent and efficient member on the floor. He was ap- 
pointed Chairman of the military committee, and made a most 
sensible report on the military organization of the state. 
At the first sessiou. Colonel Hayne was elected by joint bal- 
lot of both houses of the legislature, an elector (on the part 
of the State) of President and Vice-President of the United 
States. This early selection of Colonel Hayne, as an elector, 
was equally honourable and flattering to him, as it afforded 
him the opportunity of bearing his public testimony to the 
private worth and public services of his patron and brother 
soldier, the hero of New Orleans." 

Another of his colleagues,^ equally distinguished for tal- 
ents, says: "Although not accustomed to extemporaneous 
debate, yet Colonel Hayne's clear conceptions and correct 
opinions always found a ready, dignified and manly utter- 
ance, and upon occasions requiring previous preparations, 

'Henry A. DesSaussure, Esquire. 
tHonourable James Gregg. 
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his energetic, glowing and lofty manner was exceedingly 
commanding and eloquent. But that which constituted 
Colonel Hayne's chief superiority, and rendered his services 
during his legislative career invaluable, was his liberal, en- 
larged, and elevated mind, which was calculated to give tone 
and character to the house, and which never failed to diffuse 
through the entire body, of which he was a member, those 
noble and exalted feelings and sentiments, which have always 
distinguished the legislature of South Carolina. He seemed 
never to forget he was legislating for the country, which had 
been enlightened by the Pinckney's and Eutledges; and 
conforming his course to the models formed by those illus- 
trious patriots and statesmen, he contributed his full share 
to preserve and perpetuate in the councils of his native State 
that elevated character, which those departed sages had 
been so instrumental in establishing." 

In concluding this brief and imperfect sketch of this gen- 
tleman, we will only add, that Colonel Hayne has been dis- 
tinguished through life, for high honour, chivalric courage, 
courteous manners, and the most exemplary discharge of 
his duties, in all the private relations of life. As the soldier— 
the citizen—the man— he is a fair specimen of a Southern 
gentleman of the best school. 




At the meeting of tlie Bar at Abbeville, expressinfi^ their 
appreciation of Judge A. P. Aldrich'H character, W. C. 
Henet, Esq., waid : 

*^Thi8 State owes a debt of gratitude to the venerable 
widow of the late Governor Perry for ])ubliHhing his * Ileni- 
iniseences, with Speeches and Addresses.' No more valu- 
able work has been published in South Carolina during a. 
quarter of a century. Its biographical sketches of Gover- 
nor Perry's contemporaries— judges, lawyers, governors 
and public men — have rescued from inconstant, untrust- 
worthy tradition, if not from oblivion, the memory of 
many distinguished men. Governor Perry discharged his 
debt to his day and generation.'' 



